
 

Coronavirus: MEPs call for solidarity among EU
member states
 

Parliament discussed the COVID-19 outbreak with the Commission and the Croatian
presidency on Tuesday, underlining the need to slow down the spread across Europe.
 
Stella Kyriakides, EU Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, said COVID-19 was a public
health emergency that is changing by the hour. Member states must focus on containing the
virus to slow down its spread, so that health systems can cope and the impact on the economy
and social life is limited as much as possible.
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• Praise for health workers fighting the Coronavirus

• Testing kits, masks and respiratory machines must be produced in the EU and be made
available for all member states to purchase

• Put more funds into joint research to fight the virus
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A number of EP political group leaders expressed their sympathy with those affected by the
virus and their admiration for the health care personnel working to take care of those infected.
 
 
Many also highlighted the need for EU solidarity and for more funds to be put into researching
the virus. Necessary medical supplies such as testing kits, masks and respiratory machines
should be produced inside the EU and be made available to all member states.
 
 
Some MEPs said there was a need to have a common European risk assessment to ensure
that the same measures would apply for areas with the same risk level. The need for common
rules on entering the Schengen area was also raised by some.
 
 
 
You can see a recording of the full debate here.
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Further information
Plenary debate 12 February on the COVID-19
Risk assessment by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control on the novel
coronavirus situation in Europe on 2 March
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control web site on COVID-19
EP Study on the economic impact of epidemics and pandemics
World Health Organisation website on COVID-19
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https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/visa-policy/schengen_visa_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debate-details.html?date=20200310&detailBy=date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CRE-9-2020-02-12-ITM-026_EN.html
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rapid-risk-assessment-outbreak-novel-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-increased
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rapid-risk-assessment-outbreak-novel-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-increased
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/646195/EPRS_BRI(2020)646195_EN.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment

