
 
COVID-19: Addressing socio-economic
consequences on the fisheries and aquaculture
sectors
 
Fisheries Committee requests urgent procedure to swiftly amend the European Fisheries
and Maritime Fund, to better support the sector in “public health crises”.
 
The Fisheries Committee agreed to speed up the legislative process by referring the proposal to
be adopted directly by plenary via the “urgent procedure” (defined under Rule 163), in a joint
request with the Regional Development Committee. This would help provide a quick response
to mitigate the negative consequences of the pandemic on the fisheries industry.
 
The  specific  amendments  to  the  EMFF  would  add  “public  health  crises”  to  the  list  of
circumstances  under  which  the  fund  may  support  mutual  funds  and  stock  insurance  to
safeguard  the  income  of  fishermen  and  aquaculture  farmers  affected.
 
EP Fisheries Chair, Pierre Karleskind (Renew Europe, FR) said: “With the agreement of the
political  groups in the Committee on Fisheries, I  asked President Sassoli  to deal with this
important file under urgent procedure. This unprecedented crisis requires swift action. Together
with the representatives of  the groups,  we will  carry on working to put  in place rapid and
effective measures to help the aquaculture and fisheries sectors impacted by the Covid-19
crisis.”
 
Next steps
 
Amending EU funding rules falls under the co-decision procedure, so both Parliament and
Council will need to adopt them. The Parliament will shortly announce the details of the urgent
procedure.
 
Background
 
A legislative proposal to amend the Common Provisions Regulation, the European Regional
Development Fund and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund regulations was published
on 13 March. The Commission proposed to relinquish its obligation this year to request that pre-
financing  for  several  structural  funds  be  returned,  including  the  European  Maritime  and
Fisheries  Fund  (EMFF).
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-163_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200317IPR75112/coronavirus-urgent-response-to-support-citizens-regions-and-countries
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200317IPR75112/coronavirus-urgent-response-to-support-citizens-regions-and-countries
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/regulation-coronavirus-response-investment-initiative-march-2020_en.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak_14903_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pech/home.html
https://twitter.com/EP_Fisheries

