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MEPs to call for strong cooperation and solidarity to overcome
COVID-19 
Thursday morning’s key debate with Ursula von der Leyen and Charles Michel to step
up the EU’s coordinated response to the health and economic crisis will be wound up
by a resolution.
 
 
COVID-19: MEPs set to free up over €3 billion to support EU
healthcare sector 
More tests, help for doctors and nurses to care for the sick: MEPs are expected to
approve €3.08 billion in EU aid.
 
 
MEPs to allow flexible use of EU funds to fight impact of COVID-19
on citizens 
Parliament is expected to approve new measures allowing all EU funds not yet used to
be channelled towards actions alleviating the effects of the COVID-19 crisis.
 
 
Food aid and assistance to people in need during COVID-19 crisis 
Parliament is set to adopt special measures to protect the most vulnerable citizens and
cover their immediate needs.
 
 
Enhanced measures for EU fisheries sector to navigate through
COVID-19 crisis 
MEPs are expected to adopt additional measures providing support to EU fishers and
aquaculture farmers severely affected by the pandemic.
 
 
Parliament to vote on postponing new requirements for medical
devices 
To prevent shortages or delays in getting key medical devices on the market,
Parliament will vote to postpone the application of the Medical Devices Regulation.
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MEPs to call for strong cooperation and solidarity
to overcome COVID-19
 
Thursday morning’s key debate with Ursula von der Leyen
and Charles Michel to step up the EU’s coordinated
response to the health and economic crisis will be wound
up by a resolution.
 
In the debate starting at 9.00 with political group leaders participating remotely, MEPs will
address the EU’s coordinated action to protect its citizens, establish a common exit strategy and
agree on a recovery plan within a new ambitious long-term budget to mitigate the economic and
financial effects of the lockdown.
 
The draft resolution calls on member states to learn the lessons from the pandemic, so that they
can cooperate in more solidarity and build an even stronger and more resilient European Union,
by enabling the Commission to swiftly take decisive action in response to future disasters and
crises.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, with resolution
 
Debate: Thursday, 16 April
 
Vote: Friday, 17 April
 
Press Conference with EP President David Sassoli on Friday 16:00.
 
Further information
Draft resolution on EU coordinated action to combat the Covid-19 pandemic and its
sonsequences
Q&A on extraordinary remote procedure

EP Research - Novel Coronavirus Outbreak State of Play, and the EU’s Public Health
Response
The EU's response to the coronavirus

European Commission: Coronavirus response
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-submitted.html?tabType=motions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-submitted.html?tabType=motions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-submitted.html?tabType=motions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200325BKG75805/q-a-on-extraordinary-remote-participation-procedure/0/how-will-the-debate-technically-work
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200325BKG75805/q-a-on-extraordinary-remote-participation-procedure/0/how-will-the-debate-technically-work
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response_en


COVID-19: MEPs set to free up over €3 billion to
support EU healthcare sector
 
More tests, help for doctors and nurses to care for the sick:
MEPs are expected to approve €3.08 billion in EU aid.
 
The EU funds should directly support healthcare systems in EU member states in their fight
against the coronavirus pandemic. The initiative should allow the EU to buy urgent medical
supplies, such as masks and respiratory equipment, transport medical equipment and patients
in cross-border regions, finance the recruitment of additional healthcare professionals that can
be deployed to hotspots across the European Union, as well  as helping member states to
construct mobile field hospitals.
 
A total of €3.08 billion from the EU budget will be channelled mainly through the Emergency
Support Instrument (€2.7 billion) and through rescEU, (€380 million).
 
The package includes additional funds for the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (€3.6 million), but also to help Greece deal with increased migratory pressures (€350
million), and to support Albania's post-earthquake reconstruction (€100 million).
 
Background
 
Recently, the Commission proposed two Draft Amending Budgets (DAB 1/2020 and 2/2020) as
part of a comprehensive set of measures to provide support in the fight against the COVID-19
outbreak.
 
The Emergency Support Instrument (ESI) was created in 2016 to deal with the massive influx
of refugees in Greece.
 
The rescEU medical capacity stock will be hosted by one or several member states. The
hosting state will be responsible for procuring the equipment. The Commission will finance
100% of the medical supplies. The Emergency Response Coordination Centre will manage the
distribution of the equipment to ensure it goes where it is needed most.
 
Procedure: Budgetary procedure - urgent procedure
 
Vote: Friday, 17 April
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_20_577
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_20_577
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/resceu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_535
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_535
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/QANDA_20_577
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/emergency-response-coordination-centre-ercc_en


Further information
Coronavirus: the Commission mobilises all of its resources to protect lives and livelihoods
(Commission press release, 2 April 2020)

COVID-19: EU institutions take action to procure life-saving medical equipment (EP press
release, 23 March 2020)

Legislative package to activate the emergency support instrument (6 files, including Draft
Amending Budget 2/2020)

Draft Amending Budget 1/2020
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_582
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200323IPR75622/covid-19-eu-institutions-take-action-to-procure-life-saving-medical-equipment
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200323IPR75622/covid-19-eu-institutions-take-action-to-procure-life-saving-medical-equipment
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200323IPR75622/covid-19-eu-institutions-take-action-to-procure-life-saving-medical-equipment
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/activation-emergency-support-instrument-esi_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/activation-emergency-support-instrument-esi_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/activation-emergency-support-instrument-esi_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/draft-amending-budget-no-1-2020_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak_14903_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak_14903_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak_14903_pk


MEPs to allow flexible use of EU funds to fight
impact of COVID-19 on citizens
 
Parliament is expected to approve new measures allowing
all EU funds not yet used to be channelled towards actions
alleviating the effects of the COVID-19 crisis.
 
Last week, the Regional Development Committee requested that the EP plenary directly adopts
the additional measures foreseen to be able to use the European Structural and Investment
Funds more flexibly, under the “urgent procedure” (defined under Rule 163).
 
The new exceptional flexibility measures proposed by the Commission will allow member states
to  transfer  resources  between  the  three  main  cohesion  funds  (the  European  Regional
Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund), between the different
categories of regions and between the funds’ specific priority areas.
 
It will be possible to fully finance cohesion policy programmes through 100% EU funding during
the accounting year 2020-2021. The measures also simplify programme approval to speed up
implementation, make financial instruments easier to use and simplify audits.
 
More details about the new measures and the European Parliament’s role are available here.
 
Background
 
On 2 April, the Commission proposed a new set of measures, including the “Corona Response
Investment Initiative Plus” which introduced exceptional flexibility for the use of the European
Structural and Investments Funds in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure - urgent procedure
 
2020/0054(COD)
 
Vote: Friday, 17 April
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-163_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1586346921151&uri=CELEX:52020PC0138
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200414BKG77007/making-eu-structural-funds-available-and-flexible-to-mitigate-effect-of-covid-19
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_582
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1586346921151&uri=CELEX:52020PC0138
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1586346921151&uri=CELEX:52020PC0138
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0054(COD)&l=en


Further information
REGI Committee press release: Strengthening EU Coronavirus Response (31.03.2020)
Questions & answers: Making EU structural funds available and flexible to mitigate effect of
COVID-19
European Commission proposal for a Regulation as regards specific measures to provide
exceptional flexibility for the use of the European Structural and Investments Funds in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak
Procedure file
European Commission: Questions and answers on the Coronavirus Response Investment
Initiative Plus: New actions to mobilise essential investments and resources
European Commission factsheet: Corona Response Investment Initiative
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200414BKG77007/making-eu-structural-funds-available-and-flexible-to-mitigate-effect-of-covid-19
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200414BKG77007/making-eu-structural-funds-available-and-flexible-to-mitigate-effect-of-covid-19
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1586346921151&uri=CELEX:52020PC0138
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1586346921151&uri=CELEX:52020PC0138
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1586346921151&uri=CELEX:52020PC0138
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0054(COD)&l=en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_574
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_574
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/newsroom/crii/fs_crii_0204_en.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak_14903_pk


Food aid and assistance to people in need during
COVID-19 crisis
 
Parliament is set to adopt special measures to protect the
most vulnerable citizens and cover their immediate needs.
 
In light of the corona emergency, the Employment and Social Affairs Committee requested that
the EP plenary directly adopts special measures to guarantee the continued functioning of the
EU’s Fund for the most deprived (FEAD), which provides around 13 million people in the EU per
year with food aid and basic material assistance.
 
To protect the homeless and people living in poverty from falling victim to the virus and to
ensure  that  FEAD’s  assistance  still  reaches  them in  a  safe  environment,  the  European
Commission  has  proposed  changes  to  FEAD’s  rules.
 
In a vote on 17 April , the European Parliament is set to approve the proposed measures, which
include the possibility to finance the provision of protective equipment, the delivery of food aid
and basic material assistance through vouchers, the temporary 100% co-financing from the EU
budget and lighter reporting and audit measures during the pandemic.
 
Background
 
The €3.8 billion Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD) was introduced in 2014 as
an EU action to alleviate the worst forms of poverty and foster social  cohesion in Europe.
Around 13 million people benefit from this fund each year. One in five Europeans lives at risk of
poverty  and  social  exclusion,  with  women,  children,  older  people,  and  homeless  people
particularly affected. Partner organisations selected by the member states manage food and/or
basic material assistance programmes, but also accompanying measures, such as advice and
social  activities for the elderly or workshops, for example on how to manage a household
budget.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure (COD), rule 163
 
 2020/0058 (COD)
 
 
Vote: Friday, 17 April 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/home/highlights
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1089
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/fund_for_european_aid_to_the_most_deprived_fead_1.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02014R0223-20180802
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/attachment/860460/Strong_Social_Europe_Communication_and_Annex.pdf.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/attachment/860460/Strong_Social_Europe_Communication_and_Annex.pdf.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2016-0235_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1207&langId=en


Further information
Profile of rapporteur Lucia Ďuriš Nicholsonová (ECR/SK)
Procedure file
Statement President Sassoli
Background note (to follow)

EP Think Tank: Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD)
Council Press release: COVID-19 outbreak: Council approves measures to help the most
deprived EU citizens (08.04.2020)
European Commission Proposal to amend FEAD Regulation (EU) No 223/2014 to address the
COVID-19 crisis (02.02.2020)
Coronavirus: the FEAD to continue supporting people in need
Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD)
Fund for European aid to the most deprived: case studies 2019
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197766/LUCIA_DURIS+NICHOLSONOVA/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0058(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-meals-for-homeless-and-key-workers-a-good-example-of-parliaments-public-spirit
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/press-room/20200414BKG77007
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/press-room/20200414BKG77007
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/637919/EPRS_BRI(2019)637919_EN.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/04/08/covid-19-outbreak-council-approves-measures-to-help-the-most-deprived-eu-citizens/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/04/08/covid-19-outbreak-council-approves-measures-to-help-the-most-deprived-eu-citizens/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/fund_for_european_aid_to_the_most_deprived_fead_1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/fund_for_european_aid_to_the_most_deprived_fead_1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1089&furtherNews=yes&newsId=9638
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1089
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/36dccb50-1647-11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Enhanced measures for EU fisheries sector to
navigate through COVID-19 crisis
 
MEPs are expected to adopt additional measures providing
support to EU fishers and aquaculture farmers severely
affected by the pandemic.
 
Last week, the Fisheries Committee requested that the EP plenary directly adopts additional
measures to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on the fisheries and aquaculture sectors, under
the “urgent procedure” (defined under Rule 163).
 
The package of specific temporary measures includes supporting fishers in the sector that have
to temporarily stop operating, financial aid for aquaculture producers for the suspension or
reduction of production, support to producer organisations for the temporary storage of fishery
and aquaculture products, as well as a more flexible reallocation of national operational funds.
 
The proposed measures, once approved by the European Parliament and the Council, will be
eligible retroactively as of 1 February 2020 and will be available until 31 December 2020.
 
Background
 
On 2 April, the Commission proposed a new set of measures, including the “Corona Response
Investment Initiative Plus”  which includes specific  measures to mitigate the impact  of  the
COVID-19 outbreak in the fishery and aquaculture sector.
 
2020/0059(COD)
 
Procedure code: 2020/0059(COD) 
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure - urgent procedure
 
Vote: Friday, 17 April
 
Further information
European Commission proposal for a Regulation as regards specific measures to mitigate the
impact of the COVID-19 outbreak in the fishery and aquaculture sector
Procedure file
European Commission: Questions and answers on the Coronavirus Response Investment
Initiative Plus: New actions to mobilise essential investments and resources
European Commission factsheet: Coronavirus response: Support to the fishery and
aquaculture sectors
Questions & answers: Making EU structural funds available and flexible to mitigate effect of
COVID-19
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/sites/fisheries/files/2020-factsheet-coronavirus-fishing-aquaculture-sectors_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200414BKG77007/making-eu-structural-funds-available-and-flexible-to-mitigate-effect-of-covid-19
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200414BKG77007/making-eu-structural-funds-available-and-flexible-to-mitigate-effect-of-covid-19
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak_14903_pk


Parliament to vote on postponing new
requirements for medical devices
 
To prevent shortages or delays in getting key medical
devices on the market, Parliament will vote to postpone the
application of the Medical Devices Regulation.
 
On Friday, Parliament will vote by urgent procedure on the recent Commission proposal to
postpone the date of application of the Medical Devices Regulation by one year until 26 May
2021. This would address the need to make more vitally important medical devices available
across the EU and allow member states, health institutions and economic operators to prioritise
the fight against the coronavirus pandemic.
 
Background
 
European legislation ensures that medical devices are safe to use and facilitates patients’
access to devices on the European market.
 
In 2017, two new regulations on medical devices and in vitro diagnostic medical devices were
adopted to improve patient safety and increase transparency on medical devices across the EU.
The new regulation for medical devices was supposed to be fully applicable on 26 May 2020.
The date of application of the In Vitro Diagnostics Medical Devices Regulation is not affected by
the new proposal and becomes applicable from 26 May 2022, as planned.
 
Vote: Friday, 17 April
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure - urgent procedu
 
Further information
Medical devices: amending Regulation (EU) 2017/745 as regards the dates of application of
certain of its provisions

Parliament website on COVID-19

Commission webpage on the EU's response to the coronavirus outbreak

Free photos, video and audio material
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