
 
The EU’s Covid-19 recovery plan will prioritise
climate
 

The EU’s Covid-19 recovery plan aims to lay the foundations for a sustainable and
climate-neutral Europe.
 
The Covid-19 health crisis and its economic consequences remain priorities for the EU.
 
To cope with the immediate impact of the pandemic, last year the European Commission
proposed a €750 billion economic stimulus plan alongside a revised proposal for the EU's 2021-
2027 budget following calls by the Parliament for a massive recovery and reconstruction
package with the green deal at its core to stimulate the economy and fight climate change.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78912/parliament-eu27-need-EU2-trillion-recovery-package-to-tackle-covid-19-fallout
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200513STO79012/covid-19-the-eu-plan-for-the-economic-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200513STO79012/covid-19-the-eu-plan-for-the-economic-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180703STO07129/eu-responses-to-climate-change


In a compromise reached in November 2020, on the EU's long-term budget and recovery plan,
the Parliament's negotiating team and Council Presidency agreed that at least 30% of
expenditure would support climate objectives. In parallel, 7.5% of annual spending would be
channelled to biodiversity from 2024, rising to 10% from 2026 onwards. Parliament adopted the
budget in December 2020.
 
The Next Generation EUplan to relaunch Europe's economies aims to slow the impact of the
pandemic and make a sustainable future more viable, by allocating 30% of the EU's budget to
climate action.
 
The Recovery and Resilience Facility will support the green transition and smart, sustainable
and inclusive growth, and will ensure that national plans allocate at least 37% of the budget to
climate and biodiversity.
 
As part of the EU's budget for 2021-2027, and in line with the recovery efforts, the EU will
ensure funding for agriculture, Horizon Europe, the Life programme, the Environment Action
programme, the Just Transition Fund, regional and cohesion funds goes to projects in line with
its climate ambitions.
 
Learn more about the EU’s progress towards its climate goals
 
Making climate-neutrality legally binding 
On 28 November 2019, the European Parliament declared a climate emergency and called for
all relevant EU legislation to be in line with the aim of keeping global warming to under 1.5°C.
 
The Commission outlined the Green Deal in December, followed in March 2020 by a proposal
for an EU Climate Law to make the EU climate neutral by 2050, which will become legally
binding once the Parliament and Council approve it. Parliament called for more ambitious
emission reduction targets than those proposed by the Commission to ensure the EU can meet
the goal.
 
In October 2020, Parliament adopted its negotiating mandate on the EU climate Law, backing
the climate neutrality goal by 2050 and a 60% emission reduction target by 2030 compared to
1990 levels - more ambitious than Commission’s proposal of 55% and than the current interim
target of 40%.
 
Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement to increase the EU’s 2030 emissions
reductions target from 40% to at least 55%. Parliament adopted the EU Climate Law on 24 June
2021. The 2030 target and 2050 goal of climate neutrality will be legally binding, moving the EU
closer to its post-2050 objective of negative emissions and confirming its leadership in the
global fight against climate change, ahead of the COP26 in November 2021.
 
Check out our timeline of EU measures to fight climate change

Article

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

2 I 4

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201106IPR91014/compromise-on-long-term-eu-budget-ep-obtains-EU16-billion-more-for-key-programmes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-s-long-term-budget/20200131STO71519/the-eu-s-long-term-budget-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201211IPR93621/parliament-approves-seven-year-eu-budget-2021-2027
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201211IPR93621/parliament-approves-seven-year-eu-budget-2021-2027
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_940
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200513STO79012/covid-19-the-eu-plan-for-the-economic-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-s-long-term-budget/20210128STO96608/covid-19-recovery-how-the-main-eu-instrument-will-work
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-s-long-term-budget/20210225STO98708/investeu-eu-programme-to-encourage-investment
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200903STO86310/just-transition-fund-help-eu-regions-adapt-to-green-economy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/pt/headlines/priorities/cambio-climatico/20210617STO06481/por-que-e-importante-o-financiamento-da-ue-par-as-regioes
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20180706STO07407/eu-progress-towards-its-climate-change-goals-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20191121IPR67110/the-european-parliament-declares-climate-emergency
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200618STO81513/green-deal-key-to-a-climate-neutral-and-sustainable-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180305STO99003/reducing-carbon-emissions-eu-targets-and-measures
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201002IPR88431/eu-climate-law-meps-want-to-increase-2030-emissions-reduction-target-to-60
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180404STO00910/infographic-timeline-of-climate-change-negotiations
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Background 
The Green Deal, launched in November 2019, aims to make the EU economy sustainable. It
covers a wide range of areas from climate, agriculture and mobility to the protection of
biodiversity and zero-pollution. Among the concrete proposals already put forward by the
Commission are:
 

European Green Deal Investment plan 
Circular economy action plan 
EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 
Farm to Fork strategy 
Just Transition Mechanism 
European Industrial Strategy
 

Discover 10 things the EU is doing for the economic recovery and check out all the dates and
measures of the EU’s coordinated response
 

©PavloVakhrushev/AdobeStock
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20200625STO82007/covid-19-10-things-the-eu-is-doing-for-economic-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200424STO77802/coronavirus-a-timeline-of-eu-action
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200424STO77802/coronavirus-a-timeline-of-eu-action


Find out more
Press release: MEPs call for green and ambitious recovery plan (21 April 2020)
Q&A: European Climate Law and Climate Pact
Online consultation on climate change: updating the EU emissions trading system (deadline: 5
February 2021)
Check legislative progress on the Green Deal
Watch our Facebook Live interview with Pascal Canfin, chair of the environment committee
European Commission timeline for the Green Deal

Briefings and assessments
European Climate Law
Impact of the coronavirus crisis on climate action
A critical assessment of the Green Deal’s growth, financial and regulatory challenges
At a glance: adopting the climate law
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200419IPR77407/eu-covid-19-recovery-plan-must-be-green-and-ambitious-say-meps
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_336
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12660-Updating-the-EU-Emissions-Trading-System
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12660-Updating-the-EU-Emissions-Trading-System
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-european-green-deal
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/videos/882477809039444/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXQvlL2ZrLTBQiX6eqOFzUJmPtgaq0do6OmNSnPVaSTJphOyy_Ef2jpHCcd6r3PHEKUNrQKE8Sok-PerSkV5Nl2mB6P6ZJ8MtszMFRckD0jtAUgUnzH1HCZf8-NWP-3EBENjKDd2phgEK2yQi6K8tBFJGFghqPC2mPy_if2jqsdzdAF9Ild2eI5Ncl9EjzDdWA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#timeline
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)649385
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)649370
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648785/IPOL_STU(2020)648785_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690672/EPRS_ATA(2021)690672_EN.pdf

