
 
How to preserve biodiversity: EU policy  (video)
 

In order to preserve endangered species and human life, the EU wants to improve and
preserve biodiversity on the continent. Learn how in our video.
 
The EU's 2030 Biodiversity Strategy: what’s in it? 
Setting EU biodiversity targets 
Under the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030, the EU has set itself new targets for the next
decade.
 
MEPs strongly supported the EU targets of protecting at least 30% of the EU’s marine and
terrestrial areas (forests, wetlands, peatlands, grasslands and coastal ecosystems) and that
10% of the EU’s oceans and land - including all remaining primary and old-growth forests and
other carbon-rich ecosystems - should be left essentially undisturbed.
 
They want the targets to be binding and implemented by EU countries at national level, in
cooperation with regional and local authorities.
 
Restoring nature 
Parliament also welcomed a proposal for binding targets on nature restoration, calling for a
minimum target of at least 30% of the EU’s land and seas.

Article
09-06-2021 - 10:13
20200519STO79422

Biodiversity: bringing nature back
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/biodiversity-bringing-nature-back_N01-AFPS-210608-BIOD_ev

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

1 I 3

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/biodiversity-bringing-nature-back_N01-AFPS-210608-BIOD_ev


•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

Tackling the decline of pollinators 
MEPs stressed that the decline of pollinators is not only bad for biodiversity but is also a threat
to food security and called for an urgent revision of the EU Pollinators Initiative. The revised
initiative should include a new EU-wide pollinator monitoring framework with robust measures,
clear time-bound objectives and indicators, including impact indicators, and necessary capacity
building.
 
Taking advantage of green urban areas 
Green urban areas can support biodiversity and contribute to the physical and mental well-being
of the population, according to the report.
 
MEPs support the establishment of an EU platform for urban greening and call on the
Commission to set specific ambitious binding targets on urban biodiversity, including:
 

a minimum share of green roofs on new buildings 
supporting urban farming 
ensuring no chemical pesticides are used 
reducing fertiliser use in EU urban green areas
 

Reducing the impact of agriculture 
MEPs also welcomed the 2030 targets of bringing at least 25% of agricultural land under
organic farm management, which should increase in the medium to long term.
 
They agreed with the Commission’s targets of reducing:
 

the use of more hazardous and chemical pesticides by 50% 
the use of fertilisers by at least 20% 
nutrient losses by at least 50% by 2030
 

What has been done to safeguard endangered
species and biodiversity in Europe? 
Until now, EU efforts to improve biodiversity were ongoing under the 2020 Biodiversity Strategy
, which was introduced in 2010:
 

The Birds Directive aims to protect all 500 wild bird species naturally occurring in the
EU 
The Habitats Directive ensures the conservation of a wide range of rare, threatened
or endemic animal and plant species, including some 200 rare and characteristic
habitat types 
Natura 2000 is the largest network of protected areas in the world, with core breeding
and resting sites for rare and threatened species and rare natural habitat types 
The EU Pollinator’s Initiative aims to address the decline of pollinators in the EU and
contribute to global conservation efforts, focusing on improving knowledge of the
decline, tackling the causes and raising awareness
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20191129STO67758/what-s-behind-the-decline-in-bees-and-other-pollinators-infographic
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/pollinators/index_en.htm
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20180404STO00909/the-eu-s-organic-food-market-facts-and-rules-infographic
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52011DC0244


A nearly extinct Iberian lynx

Find out more
Press release: the European Commission on the 2030 biodiversity strategy and the Farm to
Fork strategy
Press release:  MEPs demand binding targets to protect wildlife and humans (28 May 2021)
Biodiversity as a human right and its Implications for the EU’s external action
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884?fbclid=IwAR2wiodrdU0JfyTWSdmhHacxYK_OxnkXHuB5Y-bYN4pcdunQFQGRnL9EGlw
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884?fbclid=IwAR2wiodrdU0JfyTWSdmhHacxYK_OxnkXHuB5Y-bYN4pcdunQFQGRnL9EGlw
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210523IPR04609/biodiversity-meps-demand-binding-targets-to-protect-wildlife-and-humans
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/603491/EXPO_STU(2020)603491_EN.pdf

