
 

Newsletter
17-19 June 2020
Brussels plenary session
 
EP to discuss long-term EU budget and recovery with Council and
Commission 
Ahead of the 19 June European Council, MEPs will convey their stance on future EU
financing and economic recovery in the context of the COVID-19 fallout.
 
 
EU-UK future relations: assessing the negotiations on a new
partnership 
MEPs will take stock of the progress made in the EU-UK negotiations on a new
partnership, in a resolution to be adopted on Thursday.
 
 
Conference on the Future of Europe: MEPs to push for launch by
autumn 
Parliament wants the Conference to kick off as soon as possible and to take on board
the challenges that were brought to the surface by the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
 
Death of George Floyd: MEPs to assess racism across the world and
in the EU 
Police violence against African Americans and the massive anti-racism protests in the
US and across the EU will be the focus of a plenary debate to be wrapped up with a
resolution on Friday.
 
 
Measures to tackle disinformation and their impact on freedom of
expression 
MEPs are to discuss the effects of fighting the spread of COVID-19 on fundamental
rights in the EU.
 
 
Schengen border controls: MEPs to demand swift re-establishment
of free movement 
Parliament will discuss the situation regarding the reopening of internal borders in
Europe on Thursday and vote on a resolution on Friday.
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MEPs to debate ways to protect strategic industries from foreign
takeovers 
Commission and Council will address the House on plans to shield European
industries weakened by the COVID-19 crisis, on Wednesday.
 
 
Green finance: Parliament to adopt criteria for sustainable
investments 
New rules to determine whether an economic activity is environmentally sustainable
are expected to be approved by Parliament on Thursday.
 
 
Easing rules to encourage banks to lend to companies and
households 
MEPs are set to approve more flexibility in EU banks’ prudential rulebook to focus on
lending to the COVID-19-stricken economy.
 
 
Cross-border and seasonal workers: MEPs to push for better
working conditions 
Parliament wants equal treatment and protection from COVID-19 for cross-border and
seasonal workers, as set out in a resolution to be put to the vote on Friday.
 
 
COVID-19: More aid for farmers from the EU rural development fund 
Plans to allow EU states to use EU rural development money to help farmers and agri-
food SMEs badly hit by the COVID-19 crisis will be up for a vote from Wednesday.
 
 
MEPs and High Representative Borrell to discuss COVID-19 impact
on foreign policy 
The situation in the European neighbourhood, Africa and Middle East as well as
relations with the US, China and Russia will be in focus on Thursday.
 
 
MEPs assess ways to strengthen EU relations with Eastern
Partnership countries 
The European Parliament will adopt recommendations for upcoming talks with the EU’s
Eastern European neighbours.
 
 
MEPs to push for enhanced engagement with the Western Balkans 
MEPs will vote on a set of recommendations on the EU’s approach towards the region,
calling for the European integration of the Western Balkan countries on Friday.
 
 
Hong Kong: MEPs to comment on new controversial Chinese
national security law 
MEPs will vote on an assessment of the situation in Hong Kong, where Chinese
political interference has once again resulted in demonstrations, despite the pandemic.
 
 
Tourism in COVID-19 crisis: MEPs to pinpoint actions needed to
save the sector
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Parliament will discuss with the Commission the dire situation facing tourism
businesses all across Europe, on Wednesday.
 
 
 
Support recovery from COVID-19: MEPs to set priorities for the 2021
EU budget 
Next year’s budget must focus on mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak and
build on the Green Deal and digital transformation.
 
 
Austria, Italy, Portugal, Spain to receive €279 million after natural
disasters in 2019 
On Wednesday, MEPs are set to approve €279 million in EU aid following extreme
weather events in Austria, Italy, Portugal and Spain in 2019.
 
 
MEPs to call for ambitious EU Disability Strategy post-2020 
MEPs want to ensure that disability rights are mainstreamed into all EU-policy fields.
 
 
The case of the Czech PM: MEPs to request stronger protection of
EU funds 
On Friday, MEPs will vote on a resolution calling for the potential conflict of interest by
the Czech Prime Minister to be resolved.
 
 
European Citizens’ Initiatives to see deadlines extended 
Parliament will vote on Thursday to extend the time limits foreseen for the collection,
verification and examination phases of ECIs affected by COVID-19 restrictions.
 
 
New special committees, a permanent subcommittee and a
committee of inquiry 
On Thursday, the plenary will vote on the setting up of three special committees, a
permanent subcommittee, and  on Friday a committee of inquiry.
 
 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis: more funding needed for research into
complex illness 
MEPs want the EU to increase its funding of research into diagnostic tests and
treatment for Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS).
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2020-06-17
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EP to discuss long-term EU budget and recovery
with Council and Commission
 
Ahead of the 19 June European Council, MEPs will convey
their stance on future EU financing and economic recovery
in the context of the COVID-19 fallout.
 
On 19 June, EU heads of state or government will meet via video conference and discuss the
recovery  fund  plans  to  respond  to  the  COVID-19  crisis  and  a  new EU long-term budget
presented  by  the  European  Commission  on  27  May  2020  in  Parliament.
 
The President of the European Parliament David Sassoli said on the recovery package: “It is
clear for [Parliament] that there is no going back from the level of ambition expressed in the
Commission package.  What  will  be decided in  the coming weeks will  have an impact  on
peoples’ lives for the decades to come. As the only directly elected body representing EU
citizens, the European Parliament must be fully involved in the implementation of the recovery
plan. We will set priorities so that support is directed where it is needed most and will have the
biggest impact for European citizens.”
 
 
According to Council, the EU leaders' discussion will serve as a “thorough preparation” for a
summit at a later date.
 
Council and Commission statements, without resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 17 June
 
Press conference: A livestreamed webinar for journalists "Next Generation EU recovery plan
and the revised EU long-term budget" with EP budget negotiators and Commissioner Ferreira is
scheduled on Tuesday, 16 June 14.30-16.30
 
Further information
EP Press release: “EU27 need €2 trillion recovery package to tackle COVID-19 fallout” (15
May 2020)

EP resolution of 15 May 2020 on the new multiannual financial framework, own resources and
the recovery plan

Statement by EP’s MFF/Own Resources negotiating team: “Recovery plan crucial, but do not
trade long-term for short-term” (27 May 2020)
MFF Q&A

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200526IPR79817/eu-future-at-stake-meps-broadly-welcome-commission-s-recovery-package-proposals
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-there-is-no-going-back-on-our-ambitions
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2020/06/19/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78912/parliament-eu27-need-EU2-trillion-recovery-package-to-tackle-covid-19-fallout
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78912/parliament-eu27-need-EU2-trillion-recovery-package-to-tackle-covid-19-fallout
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78912/parliament-eu27-need-EU2-trillion-recovery-package-to-tackle-covid-19-fallout
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0124_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0124_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0124_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200526IPR79824/ep-negotiators-recovery-plan-crucial-but-do-not-trade-long-term-for-short-term
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200526IPR79824/ep-negotiators-recovery-plan-crucial-but-do-not-trade-long-term-for-short-term
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200115IPR70326/q-a-on-the-eu-s-long-term-budget-multiannual-financial-framework-mff
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200115IPR70326/q-a-on-the-eu-s-long-term-budget-multiannual-financial-framework-mff
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-council-19-june-2020_16001_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-council-19-june-2020_16001_pk


EU-UK future relations: assessing the
negotiations on a new partnership
 
MEPs will take stock of the progress made in the EU-UK
negotiations on a new partnership, in a resolution to be
adopted on Thursday.
 
The draft  text  has been prepared by MEPs in the Foreign Affairs and International  Trade
Committees, in cooperation with specialised committees and the European Parliament’s UK
Coordination Group. It reiterates MEPs’ insistence on abiding by the agreements signed by the
EU and the UK in October 2019, and their support for the chief EU negotiator Michel Barnier.
 
Background
 
The EU aims to turn the Political Declaration, which is a text on the future relationship agreed
between the EU and the UK, into a legal document. MEPs also continue to closely monitor the
full implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement, setting out the rules of the UK’s departure
from the EU. The current transition period can be extended by up to one to two years, if both
parties agree to it by 30 June at the latest.
 
Procedure: Non legislative resolution
 
2020/2023(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 17 June
 
Vote: Thursday, 18 June
 
 
Further information
Press release: “EU-UK future relations: “level playing field” crucial to ensure fair competition”
(12.02.2020)

Profile of rapporteur Kati Piri (S&D, NL)

Profile of rapporteur Christophe Hansen (EPP, LU)
Procedure file (draft report, amendments tabled, report tabled for plenary etc)
Brexit: Impact and consequences

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ukcg/en/home/welcome.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ukcg/en/home/welcome.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/revised-political-declaration_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/european-union-and-united-kingdom-forging-new-partnership/eu-uk-withdrawal-agreement_en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2023(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200206IPR72011/eu-uk-future-relations-level-playing-field-crucial-to-ensure-fair-competition
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200206IPR72011/eu-uk-future-relations-level-playing-field-crucial-to-ensure-fair-competition
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200206IPR72011/eu-uk-future-relations-level-playing-field-crucial-to-ensure-fair-competition
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37229/KATI_PIRI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37229/KATI_PIRI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193419/CHRISTOPHE_HANSEN/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2023(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/brexit
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-uk-relations_14808_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-uk-relations_14808_pk


Conference on the Future of Europe: MEPs to
push for launch by autumn
 
Parliament wants the Conference to kick off as soon as
possible and to take on board the challenges that were
brought to the surface by the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Following a debate with Council and Commission on Wednesday evening, Parliament will vote
on Thursday morning on a resolution calling for the launch of the Conference on the Future of
Europe to take place as soon as possible after the summer. The Conference, to be organised
by Parliament, Council and Commission, was expected to start in May 2020 and run for two
years, but has been delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
In  the draft  resolution,  MEPs reiterate  their  demand for  a  process of  open-ended citizen
participation that will establish the scope of the Conference itself. Parliament’s position also
includes a  call  for  meaningful  follow-up to  the Conference's  conclusions and an express
commitment by the three major EU institutions to substantive EU reforms in line with citizens’
concerns, potentially including a review of the EU Treaties.
 
MEPs want citizens’ voices to be at the core of broad discussions on how to tackle internal and
external challenges that were not foreseen at the time of the Lisbon Treaty. The January 2020
resolution  highlights  that  citizens  of  all  backgrounds,  civil  society  representatives  and
stakeholders at European, national, regional and local level must be involved in setting the EU’s
priorities using a bottom-up, transparent, inclusive, participatory and well-balanced approach. 
 
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 17 June
 
Vote: Wednesday, 17 June & Thursday, 18 June (final text)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69906/citizens-to-be-the-cornerstone-of-the-conference-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69906/citizens-to-be-the-cornerstone-of-the-conference-on-the-future-of-europe


Further information
Draft resolution
EP resolution (see Art. 72) on EU coordinated action to combat the COVID-19 pandemic and
its consequences (17.04.2020)

Statement by EP Conference of Presidents on the Schuman Declaration anniversary
(07.05.2020)

European Parliament Press Release: Conference on the Future of Europe should start by
September, say MEPs (25.05.2020)

EP Research briefing: Preparing the Conference on the Future of Europe (03.12.2019)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2020-0170_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0054_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0054_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0054_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200507IPR78608/statement-by-ep-conference-of-presidents-on-the-schuman-declaration-anniversary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200507IPR78608/statement-by-ep-conference-of-presidents-on-the-schuman-declaration-anniversary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200507IPR78608/statement-by-ep-conference-of-presidents-on-the-schuman-declaration-anniversary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200520IPR79518/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-should-start-by-september-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200520IPR79518/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-should-start-by-september-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200520IPR79518/conference-on-the-future-of-europe-should-start-by-september-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)644202
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)644202
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/future-of-europe_14502_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/future-of-europe_14502_pk


Death of George Floyd: MEPs to assess racism
across the world and in the EU
 
Police violence against African Americans and the massive
anti-racism protests in the US and across the EU will be the
focus of a plenary debate to be wrapped up with a
resolution on Friday.
 
MEPs will discuss on Wednesday with Council and Commission representatives the racism,
discrimination and police violence often faced by minorities such as those of African descent.
The EP Subcommittee on Human Rights already held a debate on 5 June on the situation in the
US after the death of George Floyd. Plenary will adopt a resolution summarising Parliament’s
views.
 
In March last year, the EP urged the EU and its member states to take measures to tackle
structural racism in Europe. MEPs demanded an end to racial profiling in criminal law and
counter-terrorism  as  well  as  reparations  for  crimes  against  humanity  during  European
colonialism.
 
Background
 
George Floyd was an African American man who died while being arrested by police officers on
the street in the US city of Minneapolis on 25 May. His death, along with other such cases, has
sparked both peaceful  and violent demonstrations and protests against racism and police
brutality all over the US, as well as around the globe, despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
 
Council and Commission statements, with resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 17 June
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Further information
End racist discrimination against Afro-European people in the EU (26.03.2019)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

9 I 36

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/droi-committee-meeting_20200605-0900-COMMITTEE-DROI_vd
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0239_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190321IPR32133/end-racist-discrimination-against-afro-european-people-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190321IPR32133/end-racist-discrimination-against-afro-european-people-in-the-eu
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/fight-against-racism-and-xenophobia_14806_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/fight-against-racism-and-xenophobia_14806_pk


Measures to tackle disinformation and their
impact on freedom of expression
 
MEPs are to discuss the effects of fighting the spread of
COVID-19 on fundamental rights in the EU.
 
In a debate with EU Foreign Affairs chief Josep Borrell  and the Council  representative on
Thursday  morning,  MEPs  will  address  the  impact  of  national  emergency  measures  on
fundamental rights. The discussion will focus primarily on freedom of expression in the context
of  disinformation campaigns by foreign actors  trying to  exploit  uncertainty  in  society  and
people’s  fears.
 
MEPs are also likely to comment on the European Commission’s recent Joint Communication in
relation to the European Democracy Action Plan and the Digital Services Act.
 
Background
 
In a resolution adopted on 17 April, MEPs stressed that disinformation about COVID-19 was a
major public health problem and asked for a European information source to ensure access to
accurate and verified information for all citizens. MEPs also called on social media companies to
proactively stop disinformation and hate speech related to COVID-19.
 
However, the same resolution expressed concerns about the state of the media industry in the
EU and  highlights  that  “the  measures  taken  by  governments  should  always  respect  the
fundamental rights of each and every individual” and “should be necessary, proportional and
temporary”.   Throughout  the  pandemic,  Parliament’s  Civil  Liberties  Committee  (and  its
Democracy, Rule of law and Fundamental rights Monitoring Group - DRFMG in particular) has
been keeping an eye on the issue.
 
Council and Commission statements followed by debate (without resolution)
 
Debate: Thursday, 18 June
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https://euvsdisinfo.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/joint-communication-tackling-covid-19-disinformation-getting-facts-right_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/product/product-details/20190103CDT02662


Further information
EU response to Coronavirus: Protecting press freedom during the COVID-19 pandemic

EP Press Release: “COVID-19: MEPs call for massive recovery package and Coronavirus
Solidarity Fund” (17.04.2020)

European Parliament disinformation webpage

EC Press Release: “Coronavirus: EU strengthens action to tackle disinformation” (10.06.2020)

EC Factsheet: “Tackling coronavirus disinformation”

EUvsDiSiNFO - EEAS Special Report Update: Short Assessment of Narratives and
Disinformation around the COVID-19 Pandemic (Update 23 April – 18 May)

EP Research: The Impact of Covid-19 Measures on Democracy, the Rule of Law and
Fundamental Rights in the EU (23.04.2020)

EP Research: The impact of coronavirus on media freedom (08.05.2020)

EP Research: Disinformation and propaganda – impact on the functioning of the rule of law in
the EU and its Member States (28.02.2019)

EP Research: Online disinformation and the EU's response (14.02.2019)

Free photos, video and audio material

- Rule of law
Free photos, video and audio material

- Fight against disinformation
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200423STO77709/protecting-press-freedom-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200423STO77709/protecting-press-freedom-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200415IPR77109/covid-19-meps-call-for-massive-recovery-package-and-coronavirus-solidarity-fund
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200415IPR77109/covid-19-meps-call-for-massive-recovery-package-and-coronavirus-solidarity-fund
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-response-to-coronavirus/20200415IPR77109/covid-19-meps-call-for-massive-recovery-package-and-coronavirus-solidarity-fund
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/disinformation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/disinformation
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1006
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1006
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/fighting-disinformation/tackling-coronavirus-disinformation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/fighting-disinformation/tackling-coronavirus-disinformation_en
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-update-short-assessment-of-narratives-and-disinformation-around-the-covid19-pandemic-updated-23-april-18-may/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-update-short-assessment-of-narratives-and-disinformation-around-the-covid19-pandemic-updated-23-april-18-may/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/eeas-special-report-update-short-assessment-of-narratives-and-disinformation-around-the-covid19-pandemic-updated-23-april-18-may/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_BRI(2020)651343
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_BRI(2020)651343
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_BRI(2020)651343
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)651905
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Schengen border controls: MEPs to demand swift
re-establishment of free movement
 
Parliament will discuss the situation regarding the
reopening of internal borders in Europe on Thursday and
vote on a resolution on Friday.
 
After introducing internal border checks to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, EU countries have
started to lift controls and related travel restrictions. MEPs will discuss ways and means to
return to a fully functioning Schengen Area with Council and Commission representatives on
Thursday.
 
MEPs will  also vote on a resolution stressing that a swift  and coordinated return to a fully
functional Schengen area is of utmost importance to safeguard freedom of movement and to
ensure  the  EU’s  economic  recovery  after  the  pandemic.  MEPs  are  likely  to  oppose  any
uncoordinated, bilateral action by individual EU countries and to highlight the principle of non-
discrimination in the reopening of the borders.
 
Background
 
The Schengen Area encompasses most  EU member states,  except  for  Bulgaria,  Croatia,
Cyprus,  Ireland  and  Romania.  Of  non-EU  states,  Iceland,  Norway,  Switzerland  and
Liechtenstein have joined the Schengen Area. Europe will  be celebrating shortly the 35th
anniversary of the agreement that was signed on 14 June 1985 in Schengen (Luxembourg) to
abolish internal border controls.
 
Procedure: Oral questions, resolution
 
2020/2640(RSP)
 
Debate: Thursday, 18 June
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Press conference: Thursday, 18 June
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Further information
Rapporteur: Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D, ES)

Procedure file: resolution

Oral question to the Commission

Oral question to the Council

EP Research Service: The impact of coronavirus on Schengen borders (27.04.2020)
Joint European Roadmap towards lifting COVID-19 containment measures
Infoclip: Covid-19 - Green corridor at the Dutch-Belgian border

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to debate ways to protect strategic
industries from foreign takeovers
 
Commission and Council will address the House on plans
to shield European industries weakened by the COVID-19
crisis, on Wednesday.
 
In April, the EU Executive launched a consultation among member states on a draft proposal to
extend the scope of the State aid Temporary Framework adopted on 19 March 2020 to support
the economy in the context of the pandemic.
 
The proposal will allow aid in the form of recapitalisation, which will complement the option that
member states have to purchase existing shares. This could be particularly important when
member states intervene to prevent foreign purchasers from taking over strategic companies.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Wednesday 17 June
 
Further information
Coronavirus: Commission Statement on consulting Member States on proposal to further
expand State aid Temporary Framework to recapitalisation measures

EP Research: State Aid and the pandemic
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Green finance: Parliament to adopt criteria for
sustainable investments
 
New rules to determine whether an economic activity is
environmentally sustainable are expected to be approved
by Parliament on Thursday.
 
The new law will  lay down six environmental  objectives and allow economic activity to be
labelled  as  environmentally  sustainable  if  it  contributes  to  at  least  one  of  them  without
significantly  harming  any  of  the  others.
 
Establishing clear “green” criteria for investors is key to raising more public and private funding
for the EU to become carbon neutral by 2050 as set out in the European Green Deal. The
European Commission estimates that Europe needs around €260 billion per year in extra
investment over the next decade to achieve the current 2030 climate and energy targets.
 
Avoid COVID-19 climate backslash
 
In Parliament’s resolution from 15 May 2020, MEPs also called for investments under the
COVID-19 recovery plan to be prioritised into the Green Deal and directed to projects and
beneficiaries that comply with the Paris Agreement, the EU’s climate neutrality and biodiversity
objectives.
 
At the voting session starting on Thursday at 10.30, the President will recommend that Plenary
confirm the agreement reached with member states. If no amendments to the new rules have
been tabled, the legislation will then be considered approved.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)
 
2018/0178(COD)
 
Vote: Thursday, 18 June
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Further information
Draft recommendation: “Establishment of a framework to facilitate sustainable investment”

Procedure file

Profile of rapporteur Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA, NL)

Profile of rapporteur Sirpa Pietikainen (EPP, FI)

Parliament’s position on the European Green Deal (15.01.2020)

Free photos, video and audio material

- Coronavirus outbreak: impact on economic situation
Free photos, video and audio material
 - European Green Deal
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Easing rules to encourage banks to lend to
companies and households
 
MEPs are set to approve more flexibility in EU banks’
prudential rulebook to focus on lending to the COVID-19-
stricken economy.
 
Plenary will vote on Friday on new rules to temporarily ensure favourable conditions for banks in
order to support credit flows to companies and households and absorb losses, mitigating the
severe economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic and the enforced confinement.
 
With a view to striking a balance between a robust and stable banking system and securing
much-needed credit for the EU economy, MEPs agreed to apply specific changes to the capital
requirements regulation (CRR). Banks will have to monitor the effects of the pandemic on their
balance sheets, pay close attention to non-performing loans and apply know-your-customer
standards.
 
Procedure: Ordinary Legislative Procedure
 
 
2020/0066(COD
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Further information
Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur: Jonás Fernández (S&D, ES)

Coronavirus response: Banking Package to facilitate bank lending- Supporting households and
businesses in the EU (Communication from the European Commission)

Free photos, video and audio material
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Cross-border and seasonal workers: MEPs to push
for better working conditions
 
Parliament wants equal treatment and protection from
COVID-19 for cross-border and seasonal workers, as set
out in a resolution to be put to the vote on Friday.
 
MEPs will vote on a resolution calling for EU legislation to be correctly implemented in order to
enforce the right to equal pay for equal work at the same place, including through national and
cross-border concerted and joint labour inspections.
 
The draft  resolution also urges member states to swiftly  adopt a balanced revision of  EU
legislation on the coordination of  social  security  systems.  Furthermore,  MEPs call  on the
Commission to issue guidelines for cross border and seasonal workers in the context of the
COVID-19 crisis, specifically with regard to free and fair movement, decent housing, applicable
working and employment conditions and health and safety requirements.
 
Background
 
With regard to EU legislation regulating different aspects of mobility, including free movement,
posting of workers and social security coordination, the European Commission has issued
guidelines to ensure that mobile workers within the EU who qualify as critical workers in the fight
against  COVID-19  can  reach  their  workplace.  The  agri-food  sector  is  included  in  these
guidelines  as  a  key  sector  highly  dependent  on  seasonal  workers.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
 2020/2664(RSP)
 
Debate: Thursday, 18 June
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Further information
The draft resolution will soon be available here
Press release: No free movement of critical workers without adequate protection (26.05.2020)
Coronavirus: seasonal workers included in new guidelines to ensure free movement of critical
workers

Revision of coordination social security systems: state of play
Protecting workers’ fundamental rights in tackling impact of COVID-19
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Press release:
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COVID-19: More aid for farmers from the EU rural
development fund
 
Plans to allow EU states to use EU rural development
money to help farmers and agri-food SMEs badly hit by the
COVID-19 crisis will be up for a vote from Wednesday.
 
The emergency measure was proposed by the EU Commission on 30 April as a part of a wider
package to help farmers deal with the effects of the pandemic. It would allow EU member states
to use their remaining allocation from the European agricultural fund for rural development
(EAFRD)  for  a  one-off  lump-sum  payment  as  compensation  to  farmers  and  small  rural
businesses. This targeted liquidity support should help farmers and agri-food SMEs, who are
particularly affected by the current crisis, to remain in business.
 
To ensure swift approval of the temporary measure, Parliament will first vote on whether to use
the  urgent  procedure.  Following  consultations  with  the  Council,  MEPs  will  then  vote  on
amendments to increase the ceiling for the amounts to be distributed as compensation from 1%
to 2% of national EAFRD envelopes and give national authorities more time to release the
support. The ceiling for compensation to farmers should be raised from €5,000 to €7,000. The
maximum compensation for agri-food SMEs should be €50,000.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure (urgent procedure)
 
Type of document: Regulation
 
2020/0075(COD)
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June (final vote)
 
 
Further information
Draft report soon available here
Press release on committee vote
Profile of rapporteur: Norbert Lins (EPP, DE)

Procedure File

EP Research: Coronavirus crisis support for EU farmers

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs and High Representative Borrell to discuss
COVID-19 impact on foreign policy
 
The situation in the European neighbourhood, Africa and
Middle East as well as relations with the US, China and
Russia will be in focus on Thursday.
 
MEPs will discuss the impact of the pandemic on geopolitical aspects of European policy with
the High Representative and Vice-President Josep Borrell, in particular on EU relations with
major  global  players  such  as  the  US,  China  or  Russia.  The  debate  will  also  cover
multilateralism, EU solidarity and engagement with partner countries to help them fight the
COVID-19 crisis and the role of the EU in international organisations.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy followed by debate,  (Resolutions on topical  subjects)
 
2020/2646(RSP)
 
Debate: Thursday, 18 June
 
Further information
Implications of COVID-19 for the external action of the EU: remarks by HR/VP Josep Borrell at
the AFET-SEDE-DROI Committee

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs assess ways to strengthen EU relations
with Eastern Partnership countries
 
The European Parliament will adopt recommendations for
upcoming talks with the EU’s Eastern European
neighbours.
 
In the run-up to the next Eastern Partnership (EaP) summit in June, the European Parliament is
set to vote, on Friday 19 June, on a wide range of recommendations on the future of this joint
policy initiative by the EU and Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.
 
In the draft text, MEPs advocate a clear strategy and a long-term common vision to develop the
Eastern Partnership further, by strengthening EU commitments and political incentives to push
cooperation to a new level. They also expect a pledge from the partner countries to continue to
deliver reforms and seek ways to further improve relations with the EU.
 
For more information, here is the press release on the vote in the Foreign Affairs Committee.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative procedure
 
 
2019/2209(INI)
 
Debate: Thursday, 18 June
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Further information
European Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee
Procedure file (original draft report, amendments, report tabled for a plenary vote etc.)
Profile of rapporteur Petras Auštrevičius (Renew Europe, LT)
Read more on the Eastern Partnership (European Commission)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to push for enhanced engagement with
the Western Balkans
 
MEPs will vote on a set of recommendations on the EU’s
approach towards the region, calling for the European
integration of the Western Balkan countries on Friday.
 
Following the 2020 EU-Western Balkans summit in May, MEPs will vote on a resolution calling
for the Western Balkan countries to be integrated into Europe, as this is key for the stability and
security of the whole continent.
 
The draft  resolution  also  confirms  that  fully-fledged membership  is  the  final  goal  for  the
accession countries, urging them to concentrate efforts on state capacity building, implementing
court rulings, judicial reforms and on countering corruption and organised crime.
 
Background 
 
In March, the European Council decided to open accession negotiations with Albania and North
Macedonia. Besides them, Montenegro and Serbia have already started accession negotiations,
while Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo are potential candidates.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
2019/2210(INI)
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Further information
Draft resolution on the Western Balkans, following the 2020 summit

Press release on the Committee vote: Western Balkans: EU funds to benefit people and
support reforms (20.04.2020)

Rapporteur Tonino Picula (S&D, HR)

Procedure file

Press release: MEPs assess proposals on a revised methodology on enlargement

European Commission website on EU enlargemenet

Free photos, video and audio material
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Hong Kong: MEPs to comment on new
controversial Chinese national security law
 
MEPs will vote on an assessment of the situation in Hong
Kong, where Chinese political interference has once again
resulted in demonstrations, despite the pandemic.
 
Residents  of  Hong  Kong  have  recently  taken  to  the  streets  to  protest  against  a  new
controversial  national  security  law for  the city,  which was approved by mainland China’s
legislature in May. Many observers fear the new measures by the Chinese Communist Party will
effectively  suffocate  all  the  remaining  freedoms  and  autonomy  enjoyed  by  the  special
administrative  region  under  the  so-called  “one  country,  two  systems  principle”.
 
The former British colony has been rocked by demonstrations, followed by a massive wave of
street protests and violent clashes since last year, ever since the Hong Kong Executive put
forward a new law in the spring of  2019 that  would have allowed criminal  suspects to be
extradited to mainland China, plunging the city into its worst political crisis in modern history.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy followed by a resolution
 
Debate: Thursday, 18 June
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Further information
European Parliament's Delegation for Relations with the People's Republic of China
European Parliament resolution of 18 July 2019 on the situation in Hong Kong
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Tourism in COVID-19 crisis: MEPs to pinpoint
actions needed to save the sector
 
Parliament will discuss with the Commission the dire
situation facing tourism businesses all across Europe, on
Wednesday.
 
 
MEPs will also put forward a resolution on transport and tourism, reiterating the urgent need for
short-term and long-term support  for  both  sectors  as  well  as  a  dedicated budget  line  on
sustainable tourism in the long-term 2021-2027 EU budget. The draft resolution identifies areas
where actions taken so far remain insufficient to support the tourism sector that employs 22.6
million people (11.2% of the total EU employment) and that contributed 9.5% to EU GDP in
2019.
 
After three months of standstill, more has to be done to restore tourists’ confidence to travel
safely to and within Europe again and to minimise additional losses. The draft resolution also
calls on the Commission and member states to urgently support businesses in the transport and
tourism sector. SMEs in particular need more help to manage their liquidity, maintain jobs and
reduce unnecessary administrative burdens.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution 
 
 2020/2649(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 17 June 
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
 
 
Further information
Motion for resolution
Press release (28.05.2020): Summer holidays: MEPs demand more clarity for tourism in
COVID-19 crisis

Commission’s package to overcome COVID-19 crisis

European Parliament: The EU's response to the coronavirus
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Press release (13.05.2020): Tourism and travel plans: Committee welcomes
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200520IPR79520/summer-holidays-meps-demand-more-clarity-for-tourism-in-covid-19-crisis





Press release (13.05.2020): Tourism and travel plans: Committee welcomes
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Press release (13.05.2020): Tourism and travel plans: Committee welcomes
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78908/tourism-and-travel-committee-welcomes-commission-s-package-to-overcome-covid-19
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Support recovery from COVID-19: MEPs to set
priorities for the 2021 EU budget
 
Next year’s budget must focus on mitigating the effects of
the COVID-19 outbreak and build on the Green Deal and
digital transformation.
 
The draft guidelines by rapporteur Pierre Larrouturou (S&D, FR) emphasise that the first annual
budget of the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF) is key to make the most of the
COVID-19 recovery plan.
 
Next year’s budget “should be the first of an updated, reoriented and very ambitious 2021-2027
MFF”, MEPs say in the draft guidelines, to be voted on in plenary on Wednesday.
 
They underline that “the Union and all of its Member States must show full solidarity with those
most in need, pulling together as a community and ensuring that no country is left to fight this
pandemic and the aftermath on its own, including through a 2021 budget commensurate to this
historical challenge.”
 
MEPs furthermore insist that the Commission must propose an MFF contingency plan by 15
June 2020 in order to protect beneficiaries of EU programmes and ensure continuity of funding
in case the new MFF is not in place in time for 2021.
 
Detailed information is available in the recent press release and in the draft guidelines.
 
Next steps
 
The Commission is expected to present its proposal for the 2021 budget towards the end of
June. Next year's budget has to be agreed between the Council and the Parliament by the end
of the year.
 
Background
 
The budget guidelines are the first document that Parliament produces during the annual budget
procedure. They set out the direction that Parliament expects the Commission to take when
drawing up its budget proposal.
 
Procedure: Budgetary procedure
 
 2019/2213(BUD)
 
Vote: Wednesday, 17 June
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Further information
Procedure file

Fact sheets on the European Union - the budgetary procedure
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Austria, Italy, Portugal, Spain to receive €279
million after natural disasters in 2019
 
On Wednesday, MEPs are set to approve €279 million in
EU aid following extreme weather events in Austria, Italy,
Portugal and Spain in 2019.
 
The €279 million from the European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) would contribute to help
repair damage after floods and storms. Most of the aid, €211.7 million, would go to Italy. Spain
would receive €56.7 million, Portugal €8.2 million and Austria €2.3 million.
 
More information in  the recent  press release following the approval  in  the Committee on
Budgets,  in  the Commission proposal  and in  the EP draft  report.
 
 
Next steps Once the European Parliament’s plenary and Council have endorsed the proposal,
the financial aid can be paid out.
 
 
 
Background The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was created after the severe floods
in Central  Europe in the summer of 2002. Since then, it  intervened following 88 disasters
covering a range of different catastrophic events including floods, forest fires, earthquakes,
storms and drought. Twenty-four different European countries have been supported so far with
a total amount of more than €5.5 billion. In addition to intervening following natural disasters,
since 1 April 2020, the scope of the Fund was broadened as part of the Coronavirus Response
Investment Initiative, to include also support in case of public health emergencies, such as the
current COVID-19 outbreak.
 
 
 
Budgetary procedure
 
2020/2068(BUD)
 
Vote: Wednesday, 17 June
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Further information
Profile of rapporteur: José Manuel Fernades (EPP, PT)

Procedure file

List of all EUSF interventions (until end 2019)

EP Multimedia: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to call for ambitious EU Disability Strategy
post-2020
 
MEPs want to ensure that disability rights are
mainstreamed into all EU-policy fields.
 
Members will  urge the Commission in  a resolution,  to  be put  to  the vote on Thursday,  to
strengthen its commitment to the rights of persons with disabilities through a comprehensive,
ambitious and long-term post-2020 EU Disability Strategy. The strategy should point the way to
the full  enjoyment of  human rights and freedoms by all  persons with disabilities and their
families,  in an inclusive society.
 
There are an estimated 100 million persons with disabilities in the European Union, who still
encounter obstacles to enjoying an independent life. In particular, many are still barred from full
and equal access to the labour market with an employment rate of 50,6 % compared to 74,8 %
among persons without disabilities.
 
The current European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 serves as a framework for policy and
legislative proposals to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) , to which the EU is a party. However, the strategy has achieved limited progress and
does not cover all the provisions of the UNCRPD.
 
The resolution will wrap up a plenary debate held on 17 December with Commissioner Dalli and
will feed into the new EU Disability Strategy, which the Commission is expected to present in
2021.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2019/2975(RSP)
 
Debate on Tuesday, 17 December 2019
 
Vote: Thursday, 18 June TBC
 

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

29 I 36

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2020-0123_EN.html
http://www.edf-feph.org/newsroom/news/how-many-persons-disabilities-live-eu#overlay-context=about-us
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1576596882577
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2975(RSP)
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodId=1576596882577


Further information
Draft resolution

Watch the debate again (17.12.2019)
Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur Lucia Ďuriš Nicholsonová (ECR, SK)

EP Headline: Parliament calls for a new ambitious EU Disability Strategy

EP Press release: Post-2020 EU disability strategy should leave no one behind, say MEPs
(17.12.2019)

EP resolution on implementation of the European Disability Strategy (30.11. 2017)

EP Research Service: The European Disability Strategy 2010-2020

EP Research Service: European disability policy: From defining disability to adopting a strategy

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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The case of the Czech PM: MEPs to request
stronger protection of EU funds
 
On Friday, MEPs will vote on a resolution calling for the
potential conflict of interest by the Czech Prime Minister to
be resolved.
 
With a formal  EU investigation into conflict  of  interest  ongoing,  the Czech Prime Minister
continues to be actively involved in implementing the EU budget while still controlling “Agrofert”,
the conglomerate which is one of the largest beneficiaries of EU subsidies in Czechia.
 
MEPs plan to call for new EU mechanisms to avoid conflicts of interest in the member states,
such as introducing a system to identify final beneficiaries of EU subsidies.
 
A webstreamed press conference with MEPs who took part in a fact-finding mission to Czechia
to follow up on conflict of interest allegations regarding administration of EU funds is scheduled
for Thursday at 13:00.
 
Procedure: Budgetary 
 
Debate: 15 January, 2020
 
Vote: Friday, 19 June
 
Press conference:Thursday, 18 June at 13.00
 
Further information
Press release: “Czech PM should resolve his conflict of interest as a matter of urgency say
MEPs” (07.05.2020)
Free photos, video and audio material from the MEPs fact finding mission to Czechia (February
2020)
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European Citizens’ Initiatives to see deadlines
extended
 
Parliament will vote on Thursday to extend the time limits
foreseen for the collection, verification and examination
phases of ECIs affected by COVID-19 restrictions.
 
MEPs will vote on Thursday on the Commission’s proposal to extend the limits for collecting,
verifying  and examining  European Citizens’  Initiatives  (ECIs)  impeded by  the  COVID-19
pandemic.
 
The global health crisis and the corresponding social  distancing measures have seriously
affected ECIs, especially in relation to collecting signatures, campaigning efforts, as well as
national authorities’ ability to verify signatures and follow-up by the European institutions for
successful ECIs. This proposal, to be approved using the Parliament’s urgent procedure, will
retroactively extend deadlines to collect, verify and examine the initiatives submitted.
 
Parliament intends to finalise the process swiftly so that the extension can be formally adopted
in July.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
2020/0099(COD)
 
Vote: Wednesday, 17 June (urgent procedure) & Thursday, 18 June (EC proposal)
 
Further information
EP Press Release: Parliament makes it easier to organise a European Citizens’ Initiative
(12.03.2019)

EP Fact Sheets on the European Union: European Citizens’ Initiative

ECI Webpage

ECI Forum

ECI Day 2020
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New special committees, a permanent
subcommittee and a committee of inquiry
 
On Thursday, the plenary will vote on the setting up of
three special committees, a permanent subcommittee, and
on Friday a committee of inquiry.
 
The proposal, as put forward by the European Parliament’s Conference of Presidents, sees
special committees established on beating cancer, on foreign interference in all democratic
processes in the EU, including disinformation,  and on artificial  intelligence and the digital
transformation. It also calls for a permanent subcommittee on tax matters to be established
under the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee and a committee of inquiry on animal
transport.
 
Background
 
The term of  office  of  a  special  committee  may not  exceed twelve  months,  except  where
Parliament extends that term on its expiry. A committee of inquiry’s term of office is also twelve
months  and  can  be  extended  twice  by  three-month  periods.  The  term  of  office  of  a
subcommittee is open-ended. Special committees, committees of inquiry and subcommittees
cannot adopt legislative texts.
 
The responsibilities, numerical strength and term of office of special committees are decided by
plenary when these committees are set up.
 
Subcommittees may be established either when their related standing committee is created or
at the request of an already established standing committee, in the interests of the latter’s work
and subject to prior authorisation by the Conference of Presidents. The area of responsibility of
the  subcommittee  is  clearly  defined,  in  this  case  by  the  Economic  and  Monetary  Affairs
Committee,  when first  requesting  its  establishment.
 
A committee of inquiry investigates alleged breaches or maladministration in the implementation
of EU law.
 
So far, no special committee or sub-committee has been set up during Parliament’s 9th term.
Two already existing sub-committees of the Foreign Affairs committee deal with Security and
Defence (SEDE) and Human Rights (DROI) on a permanent basis.
 
Procedure: Vote on a proposal from the Conference of Presidents
 
Vote: Thursday 18 June and Friday 19 June (Inquiry committee)
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Further information
Rule 212 of the EP Rules of Procedure on the establishment of subcommittees

Detailed draft proposals are available here

Rule 207 of the EP Rules of Procedure on the establishment of special committees

Rule 208 of the EP Rules of Procedure on the establishment of committees of inquiry

Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-212_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-212_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-submitted.html?tabType=motions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-submitted.html?tabType=motions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-207_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-207_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2019-07-02-RULE-208_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2019-07-02-RULE-208_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


Myalgic Encephalomyelitis: more funding
needed for research into complex illness
 
MEPs want the EU to increase its funding of research into
diagnostic tests and treatment for Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS).
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will vote on a resolution calling for additional EU funding for research
into ME/CFS and for projects focused on biomedical research to be prioritised.
 
The resolution emphasise that researchers must cooperate more to help develop diagnostics
tests and treatment and to increase knowledge and awareness among health professionals and
the public. Better recognition and understanding of the disease is paramount to improving the
everyday lives of patients.
 
Background information
 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS) is a disabling and complex
chronic disease of unknown origin with extremely variable symptoms, severity and progression.
A lack of treatment and insufficient funding for research into the disease, which affects around
2 million people in the EU, was already highlighted in several questions to the Commission and
petitions from citizens. The economic burden of the disease across Europe is estimated to
amount to EUR 40 billion each year.
 
 
Non-legislative resolution, Petitions
 
2020/2580(RSP)
 
 Vote: Wednesday, 17 June
 
Further information
Draft resolution soon available here
Press release on Petitions Committee vote and additional documents (30.04.2020)

Procedure file

Petition No. 0204/2019 (2791 Supporters) calling for more funds for biometric research into
ME/CFS and patient support

EP question for written answer to the Commission on Myalgic encephalomyelitis/chronic
fatigue syndrome (11 March 2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/PETI/RE/2020/04-30/1200263EN.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9032/8/2/88/htm
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2580(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-submitted.html?tabType=motions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200425IPR77906/underfunding-of-biomedical-research-into-myalgic-encephalomyelitisis-unjustified
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200425IPR77906/underfunding-of-biomedical-research-into-myalgic-encephalomyelitisis-unjustified
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2580(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2580(RSP)
https://petiport.secure.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0204%252F2019/html/Petition-No-0204%252F2019-by-Evelien-Van-Den-Brink-%2528Dutch%2529-on-a-request-for-funding-for-biomedical-research-on-Myalgic-Encephalomyelitis
https://petiport.secure.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0204%252F2019/html/Petition-No-0204%252F2019-by-Evelien-Van-Den-Brink-%2528Dutch%2529-on-a-request-for-funding-for-biomedical-research-on-Myalgic-Encephalomyelitis
https://petiport.secure.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/petition/content/0204%252F2019/html/Petition-No-0204%252F2019-by-Evelien-Van-Den-Brink-%2528Dutch%2529-on-a-request-for-funding-for-biomedical-research-on-Myalgic-Encephalomyelitis
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-001545_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-001545_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-001545_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
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Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

New protocols to EU fisheries agreements with Cape Verde, Guinea-Buissau and
São Tomé e Príncipe, Aguiar, Ferreira, Melo, vote Wednesday  
Annual report Banking Union 2019, Marques, vote Friday 
Annual report Competition Policy 2019, Yon-Courtin, vote Friday 
Community statistics on migration and asylum, Oetjen, vote Thursday 
Land grabbing and deforestation in the Amazonas Commission statement, Friday 
The EU's response to the possible Israeli annexation in the West Bank, Statement by
the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Thursday
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