
 
Green Deal: key to a climate-neutral and
sustainable EU
 

The Green Deal is the EU’s answer to the ongoing climate crisis. Find out more about
this roadmap for a climate-neutral Europe.
 
In November 2019, the Parliament declared a climate emergency asking the European
Commission to adapt all its proposals in line with a 1.5 °C target for limiting global warming and
ensure that greenhouse gas emissions are significantly reduced.
 
In response, the Commission unveiled the European Green Deal, a roadmap for Europe
becoming a climate-neutral continent by 2050.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20191121IPR67110/the-european-parliament-declares-climate-emergency
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en


More on the EU responses to climate change
 
 
Achieving Green Deal goals 
Fit for 55 
For the EU to reach its target of reducing emissions by 55% by 2030, the Commission proposed
a package of new and revised legislation known as Fit for 55 in July 2021. It will revise the EU’s
climate and energy legislation, including proposals on emissions trading, effort sharing between
EU countries, land use sector and forestry, renewable energy and energy efficiency among
others. The proposals will be debated in the Parliament during the course of 2022.
 
 
 
Read more on current EU measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
 
 
Financing the green transition
 
In January 2020, the Commission presented the SustainableEuropeInvestment Plan, the
strategy to finance the Green Deal by attracting at least €1 trillion worth of public and private
investment over the next decade.
 
As part of the investment plan, the Just Transition Mechanism should help alleviate the socio-
economic impact of the transition on workers and communities most affected by the shift. In
May 2020, the Commission proposed a public sector loan facility to support green investments
in regions dependent on fossil fuels, which was approved by the Parliament in June 2021.
 
Parliament and Council agreed on the introduction of new sources of revenue to fund the EU
budget and the Covid-19 economic recovery plan. These would include proceeds from the
Emissions Trading System and a carbon border adjustment mechanism that would impose a
levy on imports of certain goods.
 
To encourage investment in environmentally sustainable activities and prevent companies
falsely claiming their products are environmentally friendly - practice known as green-washing -
Parliament adopted new legislation on sustainable investments in June 2020. In November
2020, MEPs also asked for a shift from an unsustainable to a sustainable economic system, as
crucial to develop the long-term strategic autonomy of the EU and to increase the EU’s
resilience.
 
Discover how the Just Transition Fund will help EU regions make the transition to a greener
economy 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180703STO07129/eu-responses-to-climate-change
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/package-fit-for-55
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20170213STO62208/the-eu-emissions-trading-scheme-ets-and-its-reform-in-brief
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180208STO97442/cutting-eu-greenhouse-gas-emissions-national-targets-for-2030
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180208STO97442/cutting-eu-greenhouse-gas-emissions-national-targets-for-2030
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20170711STO79506/climate-change-using-eu-forests-to-offset-carbon-emissions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/energy/20180109STO91387/mitigating-climate-change-with-the-eu-s-clean-energy-policy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180305STO99003/reducing-carbon-emissions-eu-targets-and-measures
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200109STO69927/europe-s-one-trillion-climate-finance-plan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200109STO69927/europe-s-one-trillion-climate-finance-plan
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_930
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-s-long-term-budget/20200918STO87405/why-is-parliament-calling-for-new-eu-revenue-raising-powers
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-s-long-term-budget/20200513STO79012/covid-19-the-eu-plan-for-the-economic-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20210303STO99110/carbon-leakage-prevent-firms-from-avoiding-emissions-rules
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200615IPR81229/green-finance-parliament-adopts-criteria-for-sustainable-investments
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201109IPR91117/green-deal-how-meps-wish-to-channel-eu-investment-to-sustainable-activities
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200903STO86310/just-transition-fund-help-eu-regions-adapt-to-green-economy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200903STO86310/just-transition-fund-help-eu-regions-adapt-to-green-economy


•
•
•
•
•

Enshrining climate neutrality in law 
In March 2020, the Commission proposed the European Climate Law, a legal framework to
achieve the 2050 climate neutrality goal. In January, Parliament had called for more ambitious
emission reduction targets than those initially proposed by the Commission.
 
Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement to increase the EU’s 2030 emissions
reductions target from 40% to at least 55%. Parliament adopted the EU Climate Law on 24 June
2021. The 2030 target and 2050 goal of climate neutrality will be legally binding, moving the EU
closer to its post-2050 objective of negative emissions and confirming its leadership in the
global fight against climate change.
 
It should allow the targets to be more easily applied to legislation and should create benefits
such as cleaner air, water and soil; reduced energy bill; renovated homes; better public
transport and more charging stations for e-cars; less waste; healthier food and better health for
current and future generations.
 
Business will also benefit as opportunities are created in areas where Europe aims to set global
standards. It is also expected to generate jobs, for example in renewable energy, energy
efficient buildings and processes.
 
Find out about the EU's contributions to global climate measures in our timeline
 
Boosting the circular economy 
In addition the Commission presented the EU Circular Economy Action Plan in March 2020,
which includes measures along the entire life cycle of products promoting circular economy
processes, fostering sustainable consumption and guaranteeing less waste. It will focus on:
 

electronics and ICT 
batteries and vehicles 
packaging and plastics 
textiles 
construction and buildings 

Parliament and the European Green Deal
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/parliament-and-the-european-green-deal_N01-PUB-200623-GREE_ev
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/parliament-and-the-european-green-deal_N01-PUB-200623-GREE_ev
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1588581905912&uri=CELEX:52020PC0080
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20190926STO62270/what-is-carbon-neutrality-and-how-can-it-be-achieved-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180404STO00910/infographic-timeline-of-climate-change-negotiations
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20210128STO96607/how-the-eu-wants-to-achieve-a-circular-economy-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20201119STO92005/how-to-promote-sustainable-consumption


• the food chain
 

 Find out more about the benefits of the circular economy and how the Parliamentfights plastic
pollution.
 

Creating a sustainable food system 
The food sector is one the main drivers of climate change. Even though EU agriculture is the
only major farm sector worldwide to have reduced its greenhouse gas emissions (by 20% since
1990), it still accounts for about 10% of emissions (of which 70% are due to animals).
 
The  Farm to Fork strategy, presented by the Commission in May 2020, should guarantee a
fair, healthy and environmentally friendly food system, whilst ensuring farmers’ livelihoods.
It covers the entire food supply chain, from cutting the use of pesticides and sales of
antimicrobials by half and reducing the use of fertilisers to increasing the use of organic farming.
 
 
Parliament welcomed the EU's farm to fork strategy in a resolution adopted in October 2021, but
added recommendations to make it even more sustainable. Parliament specified that the Fit for
55 package should include ambitious targets for emissions from agriculture and related land
use.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20151201STO05603/circular-economy-definition-importance-and-benefits
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/fighting-plastic-pollution/20180830STO11347/how-to-reduce-plastic-waste-eu-strategy-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/fighting-plastic-pollution/20180830STO11347/how-to-reduce-plastic-waste-eu-strategy-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180301STO98928/greenhouse-gas-emissions-by-country-and-sector-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200519STO79425/creating-a-sustainable-food-system-the-eu-s-strategy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy/20180615STO05929/superbugs-meps-ideas-to-fight-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy/20180404STO00909/the-eu-s-organic-food-market-facts-and-rules-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211014IPR14914/new-eu-farm-to-fork-strategy-to-make-our-food-healthier-and-more-sustainable


Preserving biodiversity 
At the same time the EU aims to tackle the loss in biodiversity, including the potential extinction
of one million species. The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, unveiled in May 2020 by the
Commission, aims to protect nature, reverse the degradation of ecosystems and halt
biodiversity loss.
 
Parliament adopted its position on the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: bringing nature back
into our lives on 8 June 2020, insisting that its implementation is consistent with other European
Green Deal strategies.
 
 
Parliament has been advocating sustainable forestry as forests play an essential role in
absorbing and offsetting carbon emissions. MEPs also recognise forestry's contribution to
creating jobs in rural communities and the role the EU could play in protecting and restoring the
world’s forests.
 
 
Find out climate change facts and figures
 

Tackling climate change is one of the EU priorities
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200109STO69929/biodiversity-loss-what-is-causing-it-and-why-is-it-a-concern
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/animal-welfare-and-protection/20200519STO79424/endangered-species-in-europe-facts-and-figures-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/animal-welfare-and-protection/20200519STO79424/endangered-species-in-europe-facts-and-figures-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200519STO79422/how-to-preserve-biodiversity-eu-policy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210604IPR05513/biodiversity-meps-demand-binding-targets-to-protect-wildlife-and-people
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20201015STO89416/sustainable-forestry-parliament-s-work-to-fight-deforestation
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180703STO07123/climate-change-in-europe-facts-and-figures


Find out more
European Commission: main page for the Green Deal
European Commission timeline for the Green Deal
Green Deal: action being taken
Check legislative process on the Green Deal
Watch our Facebook Live interview with Pascal Canfin, chair of environment committee (May
2021)
At a glance: adopting the climate law
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en#timeline
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/videos/882477809039444/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXQvlL2ZrLTBQiX6eqOFzUJmPtgaq0do6OmNSnPVaSTJphOyy_Ef2jpHCcd6r3PHEKUNrQKE8Sok-PerSkV5Nl2mB6P6ZJ8MtszMFRckD0jtAUgUnzH1HCZf8-NWP-3EBENjKDd2phgEK2yQi6K8tBFJGFghqPC2mPy_if2jqsdzdAF9Ild2eI5Ncl9EjzDdWA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/videos/882477809039444/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXQvlL2ZrLTBQiX6eqOFzUJmPtgaq0do6OmNSnPVaSTJphOyy_Ef2jpHCcd6r3PHEKUNrQKE8Sok-PerSkV5Nl2mB6P6ZJ8MtszMFRckD0jtAUgUnzH1HCZf8-NWP-3EBENjKDd2phgEK2yQi6K8tBFJGFghqPC2mPy_if2jqsdzdAF9Ild2eI5Ncl9EjzDdWA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690672/EPRS_ATA(2021)690672_EN.pdf

