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• EU must be able to own common equipment and directly assist member states when national
capacities are overstretched

• Parliamentary oversight needed on amounts allocated to prevention, preparedness and
response

• Negotiations must start immediately with Council for the new system to become operational
as of 2021

RescEU has already supported member states to save lives. MEPs now want to give it a stronger role. ©European Union 2020/EC/Piero
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Parliament calls for the EU’s Civil Protection Mechanism to be enhanced so that the EU
can better respond to large-scale emergencies such as COVID-19.
 
The EU Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM) has successfully supported member states to save
lives, including during the COVID-19 crisis, by coordinating and assisting in civil protection
efforts. Medical equipment such as ventilators, personal protective equipment, vaccines and
therapeutics and laboratory supplies have also been procured through rescEU to support
national health services during the pandemic. Just this week, it was used to channel further aid
to refugees on Lesvos, following the fire in Moria refugee camp.
 
However, the pandemic has also shown that, when many member states are hit simultaneously
by  the  same emergency,  the  way  the  current  crisis  management  is  set  up  has  its  limits.
Parliament therefore wants to strengthen the EU’s role through the rescEU to ensure that
member states are not left to rely on own assets and voluntary support when dealing with such
emergencies.
 
More and transparent EU funding needed
 
In ongoing EU budget and recovery fund negotiations, Parliament has supported the significant
increase in the budget proposed by the Commission.
 
Parliament, however, wants a significantly larger amount to be allocated to preparedness,
including for the purchase of necessary new rescEU equipment, materials and resources to be
better able to assist member states when national capacities are overstretched. This would
make it possible to respond swiftly and effectively to large-scale emergencies or to events which
rarely occur but which have a high impact, including medical emergencies such as COVID-19.
 
To be more transparent about the use of EU funding, MEPs also want to specify how money is
allocated across the three pillars of the mechanism: prevention, preparedness and response.
 
You can watch the video from the debate here.
 
Quote
 
After the vote, Parliament’s rapporteur Nikos ANDROULAKIS (SD, Greece) said: “There is a
need for more EU solidarity. With our proposals, we better protect and assist European citizens,
no matter which member state they reside in, as we increase the co-financing rate to 100%,
improve prevention actions and give the Commission the possibility to acquire, rent or lease the
necessary capacities. Parliament is ready to start the negotiations. We want the Mechanism
ready to address not only a possible second wave of the pandemic or forest fires but any other
natural or man-made disaster in the future.”
 
Next steps
 
The report was adopted with 617 votes to 52 and 23 abstentions. Parliament is now ready to
start negotiations with member states to allow the revamped mechanism to enter into force by
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https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/resceu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-channels-further-aid-refugees-lesbos_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/news/eu-channels-further-aid-refugees-lesbos_en
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/resceu_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=ef75ca40-d184-5511-3f89-8934317c0e3d&date=20200914
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS/home


January 2021.
 
Background
 
The Civil Protection Mechanism, set up in 2013, initially aimed to strengthen cooperation with a
view to improving prevention, preparedness and response to disasters. When the sheer scale of
an emergency overwhelms a country’s ability to respond, it can request voluntary assistance
from other countries via the Mechanism.
 
In 2019, rescEU was created to enable the EU to directly assist member states hit by disasters
when national capacities are overstretched. Its fire-fighting aeroplanes and helicopters have
supported member states to save lives in the midst of earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and
forest fires and helped to evacuate EU nationals - including more than 75.000 EU citizens
during the current COVID-19 crisis. Medical equipment such as ventilators, personal protective
equipment, therapeutics and laboratory supplies have been provided through rescEU to support
national health services during the pandemic.
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Adopted report will be available here (16.09.2020)
Rapporteur Nikos ANDROULAKIS (SD, Greece)
Procedure file
European Commission’s amended proposal for a Union Civil Protection Mechanism
(02.06.2020)
EP Press release: “EU long-term budget deal must be improved for Parliament to accept it”
(23.07.2020)

Thomas HAAHR
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 42976 (BXL)
(+32) 470 88 09 87
thomas.haahr@europarl.europa.eu
envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Environment

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/health/coronavirus-response/crisis-management-and-solidarity_en#bringingstrandedcitizenshome
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/civil-protection/resceu_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110/NIKOS_ANDROULAKIS/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/0070(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/AUTRES_INSTITUTIONS/COMM/COM/2020/09-02/COM_COM20200220_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/AUTRES_INSTITUTIONS/COMM/COM/2020/09-02/COM_COM20200220_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200722IPR83804/eu-long-term-budget-deal-must-be-improved-for-parliament-to-accept-it
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200722IPR83804/eu-long-term-budget-deal-must-be-improved-for-parliament-to-accept-it
https://twitter.com/EP_Environment

