
 

Newsletter
18-21 January 2021
plenary session
 
COVID-19 vaccines: MEPs to debate recent developments 
MEPs are likely to reiterate the need for more clarity and transparency regarding
vaccine contracts, authorisation, availability and deployment of COVID-19 vaccines.
 
 
Capitol Hill riots: MEPs to debate the political situation in the United
States 
On Wednesday morning, Parliament will debate the recent violent attack on the US
Congress and the inauguration of Joe Biden as the new US President.
 
 
MEPs to debate priorities of Portugal’s Council Presidency 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs and Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa will
discuss the programme for the next six-month presidency of the Council of the EU.
 
 
MEPs to present their plans to advance gender equality 
 
 
 
In a joint debate and votes on three resolutions on Thursday, MEPs will propose a
series of measures to enhance gender equality and better protect women’s rights.
 
 
MEPS to push for EU-wide ‘right to disconnect’ 
Parliament is set to call for an EU law granting the right to disconnect digitally from
work without facing consequences.
 
 
Post-COVID-19 recovery: MEPs to vote on Technical Support
Instrument 
MEPs are set to approve the Technical Support Instrument, to help EU countries
prepare the recovery plans needed to access funding from the Recovery and
Resilience Facility.
 
 
Guidelines for use of Artificial Intelligence in military and civil
sectors
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MEPs will outline their proposals on how to govern the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
in military and public domains.
 
 
MEPs to press for tougher measures to tackle tax havens 
MEPs will question Commissioner Gentiloni and Council on their plans to curb tax
havens in a debate on Wednesday, and will adopt a resolution on Thursday.
 
 
Stronger EU powers in trade disputes 
New rules allowing the EU to use countermeasures in trade disputes when WTO
arbitration is blocked will be debated on Monday and put to a vote on Tuesday.
 
 
Foreign Policy: The EU must champion a rules-based international
order 
MEPs will assess the EU’s common foreign, security and defence policies with EU
Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell in debates on Tuesday, followed by votes on
Wednesday.
 
 
Human rights and COVID-19: MEPs condemn measures taken by
authoritarian regimes 
Members are deeply concerned that many authoritarian regimes around the world
have used the pandemic to repress civil society and critical voices.
 
 
Global connectivity: EU needs better physical and digital
infrastructure 
MEPs will discuss on Tuesday the importance of an effective Global EU Connectivity
Strategy, complementing the current EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy.
 
 
Refugees and migrants at the EU’s external borders: debate in
plenary 
The difficulties member states face in managing migration into EU territory will be the
focus of a debate with Council and Commission on Tuesday morning.
 
 
Tackling the social and employment crisis with the new MFF and
Recovery plan 
On Wednesday, MEPs will quiz the Council and Commission on the measures the EU
is taking to deal with the social and employment effects of the COVID-19 crisis.
 
 
Decent and affordable housing for all 
MEPs will debate and vote on a resolution that calls for adequate housing to be a
fundamental right as well as for measures to prevent homelessness.
 
 
MEPs push for stronger commitment to complete EU-wide transport
network 
On Tuesday, Parliament will discuss the state of play in developing the Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T) of railways, roads, waterways and shipping
routes.
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EU auditors and MEPs to evaluate implementation of EU budget 
The annual report on how the EU budget has been spent in 2019 will be presented by
the President of the European Court of Auditors Klaus-Heiner Lehne on Monday.
 
 
MEPs want to improve free movement of services 
On Monday, Parliament will discuss how to improve the free movement of services in
the EU, as numerous barriers and fragmentation hinder economic growth.
 
 
MEPs to vote on orderly termination of benchmarks in the financial
markets sector 
On Tuesday, MEPs are set to adopt provisions to ensure EU financial markets remain
stable after they stop using the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR).
 
 
EU arrest warrant: MEPs examine results on its use and possible
improvements 
Parliament will propose ways to improve the European Arrest Warrant and ensure it
contributes effectively to combating serious crime in the EU.
 
 
EU help for Croatia after devastating earthquakes 
On Thursday morning, MEPs will discuss with the Commission aid for Croatia in the
aftermath of earthquakes. A resolution will be put to the vote the same day.
 
 
Venezuela: MEPs to take stock of the continuous political turmoil in
the country 
On Tuesday, Parliament will assess the non-democratic elections for the Venezuelan
National Assembly; a resolution will be put to the vote on Thursday.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-01-18
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Further information
Draft agenda
Follow the plenary live
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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COVID-19 vaccines: MEPs to debate recent
developments
 
MEPs are likely to reiterate the need for more clarity and
transparency regarding vaccine contracts, authorisation,
availability and deployment of COVID-19 vaccines.
 
In the plenary debate on Tuesday morning at 08.30, MEPs are expected to ask for additional
clarification on the present status of the EU vaccines strategy for COVID-19, launched by the
Commission in June 2020.
 
In a recent exchange of views with the Commission, MEPs from the Environment, Public Health
and  Food  Safety  Committee  blamed  a  lack  of  transparency  for  fuelling  uncertainty  and
disinformation  regarding  COVID-19  vaccination  in  Europe.
 
Background
 
On 22 September 2020, Parliament held a public hearing on “How to secure access to COVID-
19 vaccines for EU citizens: clinical trials, production and distribution challenges”. During the
Plenary session in December 2020, Parliament expressed support for the speedy authorisation
of  safe  vaccines  and  on  12  January  2021,  MEPs quizzed  the  Commission  on  the  latest
developments  regarding  COVID-19  vaccines.
 
Procedure: debate on a topical matter
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 January
 
 
 
Further information
EP press release (ENVI): “COVID-19 vaccines: MEPs call for more clarity and transparency”
(12.01.2021)
EP press release (Plenary): “COVID-19 vaccines: Parliament supports speedy authorisation of
safe vaccines” (16.12.2020)

EMA: “COVID-19 vaccines: development, evaluation, approval and monitoring”

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material related to EU vaccines strategy
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_1103
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95308/covid-19-vaccines-meps-call-for-more-clarity-and-transparency
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200918IPR87419/covid-19-vaccines-meps-seek-answers-from-industry-representatives
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201216IPR94101/covid-19-vaccines-parliament-supports-speedy-authorisation-of-safe-vaccines
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201216IPR94101/covid-19-vaccines-parliament-supports-speedy-authorisation-of-safe-vaccines
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95308/covid-19-vaccines-meps-call-for-more-clarity-and-transparency
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95308/covid-19-vaccines-meps-call-for-more-clarity-and-transparency
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210111IPR95308/covid-19-vaccines-meps-call-for-more-clarity-and-transparency
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201216IPR94101/covid-19-vaccines-parliament-supports-speedy-authorisation-of-safe-vaccines
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201216IPR94101/covid-19-vaccines-parliament-supports-speedy-authorisation-of-safe-vaccines
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201216IPR94101/covid-19-vaccines-parliament-supports-speedy-authorisation-of-safe-vaccines
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-development-evaluation-approval-monitoring
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-development-evaluation-approval-monitoring
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-vaccine-strategy_17406_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-vaccine-strategy_17406_pk


Capitol Hill riots: MEPs to debate the political
situation in the United States
 
On Wednesday morning, Parliament will debate the recent
violent attack on the US Congress and the inauguration of
Joe Biden as the new US President.
 
In a debate at 08.30, MEPs will comment on the riots and storming of the United States Capitol,
an attempt by some of Mr Trump’s hard-line supporters to overturn his defeat in the 2020
presidential  election and prevent the formalisation of President-elect Joe Biden’s victory.
 
They are also set to discuss the inauguration of Mr Biden as new US President, future EU-US
relations and the developments related to the impeachment proceedings against President
Trump for his role in inciting the recent violence.
 
More information
 
Mr Trump leaves office on 20 January, when Joe Biden will be sworn in.
 
 
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 January
 
Further information
Press statement: “EU-US relations: Members deplore the recent violence on Capitol Hill”
(07.01.2021)
The European Parliament's Delegation for relations with the United States of America
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210107IPR95107/eu-us-relations-members-deplore-the-recent-violence-on-capitol-hill
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210107IPR95107/eu-us-relations-members-deplore-the-recent-violence-on-capitol-hill
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-us/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


MEPs to debate priorities of Portugal’s Council
Presidency
 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs and Portuguese Prime
Minister António Costa will discuss the programme for the
next six-month presidency of the Council of the EU.
 
The Portuguese presidency will focus on addressing the social dimension of the COVID-19
pandemic and achieving an inclusive climate and digital transition.
 
With the aim of strengthening the European social model, the presidency has announced new
efforts to implement the European Pillar of Social Rights, notably by organising the Porto Social
Summit in May.
 
Adopting the first European Climate Law, continuing negotiations on the reform of the Common
Agricultural Policy and the new Pact on Migration and Asylum, and EU relations with Africa and
Latin America will be high on the agenda. Lisbon also intends to move forward with the EU-
Mercosur trade deal, agreed in June 2019 but still pending ratification.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 January
 
Further information
Portugal's presidency website

Priorities of Portugal's presidency

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1226&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eu-climate-action/law_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/cap-glance_en#:~:text=%20A%20pol%C3%ADtica%20agr%C3%ADcola%20comum%20%201%20Objetivos,europeus%20com%20base%20no%20or%C3%A7amento%20geral...%20More%20
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/cap-glance_en#:~:text=%20A%20pol%C3%ADtica%20agr%C3%ADcola%20comum%20%201%20Objetivos,europeus%20com%20base%20no%20or%C3%A7amento%20geral...%20More%20
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/new-pact-migration-and-asylum_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/640138/EPRS_BRI(2019)640138_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/640138/EPRS_BRI(2019)640138_EN.pdf
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/programme/priorities/
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/programme/priorities/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/portuguese-presidency_17004_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/portuguese-presidency_17004_pk


MEPs to present their plans to advance gender
equality
 
 
 
 
In a joint debate and votes on three resolutions on
Thursday, MEPs will propose a series of measures to
enhance gender equality and better protect women’s
rights.
 
MEPs will first examine the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on women and present ways to
protect their rights during and after the crisis. In view of the rise in domestic violence during
lockdown, Parliament is set to call for the creation of flexible emergency warning systems and
new services to assist women to contact the police directly by phone, email and text message.
 
Since the crisis disproportionately affects women economically, MEPs are expected to urge EU
countries to focus more on gender equality in their national recovery and resilience plans.
 
Gender Equality Strategy: Parliament’s input
 
In a debate and vote on the EU’s 2020-2025 Gender Equality Strategy, presented in March
2020 by the Commission, MEPs are likely to call  for  additional  measures, such as an EU
framework directive to combat all forms of gender-based violence, an ambitious action plan to
close the gender pay gap setting clear targets for member states, and for wages and working
conditions in strongly female-dominated sectors like care or health to be levelled up. They are
also expected to express their deep concern over the backlash against women’s rights in some
EU countries and to call for continuous monitoring and an alarm system to highlight when rights
are rolled back.
 
Tackling the digital gender gap
 
In order to increase the digital inclusion of women, who currently represent only 17% of the 1.3
million students in the information and communication technologies (ICT) sector in the EU,
MEPs are set to call for mentoring schemes with female role models in ICT at all  levels of
education. Lifelong training would facilitate women’s professional transition to ICT-related
positions, MEPs say, whilst also calling for EU funds to finance female-led projects in the digital
sector.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolutions
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_358


2020/2121(INI) 2019/2169(INI) 2019/2168(INI)
 
Debate/vote: Thursday, 21 January
 
Further information
Procedure file - COVID-19

Procedure file - Gender Equality Strategy

Procedure file - Digital gap

Profile of rapporteur Frances Fitzgerald (EPP, IE) - COVID-19

Profile of rapporteur Maria Noichl (S&D, DE) - Gender Equality Strategy

Profile of rapporteur Maria da Graça Carvalho (EPP, PT) - Digital gap

EP press release - COVID-19: stopping the rise in domestic violence during lockdown
(07.04.2020)

EIGE - COVID-19 and gender equality

EP press release - Ambitious measures needed to ensure equal pay for women, say MEPs
(30.01.2020)

Statement - Still a long way to go to achieve gender equality in all EU countries (29.10.2020)
EP Research Service - Topical digest: Gender equality: a review in progress (October 2020)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2121(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2169(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2168(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2121(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2121(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2169(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2169(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2168(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2168(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197720/FRANCES_FITZGERALD/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197720/FRANCES_FITZGERALD/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124836/MARIA_NOICHL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124836/MARIA_NOICHL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96867/MARIA+DA+GRACA_CARVALHO/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96867/MARIA+DA+GRACA_CARVALHO/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200406IPR76610/covid-19-stopping-the-rise-in-domestic-violence-during-lockdown
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200406IPR76610/covid-19-stopping-the-rise-in-domestic-violence-during-lockdown
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200406IPR76610/covid-19-stopping-the-rise-in-domestic-violence-during-lockdown
https://eige.europa.eu/topics/health/covid-19-and-gender-equality
https://eige.europa.eu/topics/health/covid-19-and-gender-equality
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71208/ambitious-measures-needed-to-ensure-equal-pay-for-women-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71208/ambitious-measures-needed-to-ensure-equal-pay-for-women-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71208/ambitious-measures-needed-to-ensure-equal-pay-for-women-say-meps
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201029IPR90417/still-a-long-way-to-go-to-achieve-gender-equality-in-all-eu-countries
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/TD_Gender_equality_2020_final.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


MEPS to push for EU-wide ‘right to disconnect’
 
Parliament is set to call for an EU law granting the right to
disconnect digitally from work without facing
consequences.
 
MEPs consider the right to disconnect a fundamental right that allows workers to refrain from
engaging in work-related tasks and phone calls, emails and other electronic messages outside
their working time, including holidays and other forms of leave. They therefore encourage
member states to take all the necessary measures that allow workers to exercise this right,
including  via  collective  agreements  between  social  partners.  Adequate  protection  from
victimisation and other negative repercussions for those who invoke their right to disconnect
must be guaranteed, they insist.
 
Since the right to disconnect is currently not formally enshrined in EU law, Parliament is set to
request that the Commission put forward a legal act on the right to disconnect. A proposal for
such a directive is added as an annex to the report debated on Wednesday and put to the vote
on Thursday.
 
Procedure: Legislative Initiative
 
2019/2181(INL)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 January
 
Vote results: Thursday 21 January 
 
 
Further information
Draft report on the right to disconnect:
Draft recommendation on the content of the requested legislative proposal:

Press release on committee vote (02.12.2020):

Profile of rapporteur Alex AGIUS SALIBA (S&D, MT):

Procedure file:
EP Briefing on the right to disconnect:

Eurofound working paper ‘the right to disconnect in 27 member states’:

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material
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https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/observatories/eurwork/industrial-relations-dictionary/right-to-disconnect
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2181(INL)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0246_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0246_EN.html#title2
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0246_EN.html#title2
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201126IPR92512/meps-call-for-an-eu-wide-right-to-disconnect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201126IPR92512/meps-call-for-an-eu-wide-right-to-disconnect
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS+SALIBA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197403/ALEX_AGIUS+SALIBA/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2181(INL)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/642847/EPRS_BRI(2020)642847_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/642847/EPRS_BRI(2020)642847_EN.pdf
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wpef20019.pdf
https://www.eurofound.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wpef20019.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Post-COVID-19 recovery: MEPs to vote on
Technical Support Instrument
 
MEPs are set to approve the Technical Support Instrument,
to help EU countries prepare the recovery plans needed to
access funding from the Recovery and Resilience Facility.
 
MEPs will debate the Technical Support Instrument (TSI) agreement on Monday.
 
On Tuesday, the Plenary will then vote on the text provisionally agreed with the Council by
negotiators from the Budgets and Economic and Monetary committees in December.  The
Technical Support Instrument (TSI) has an overall budget of 864,4 million EUR in current prices
and will  support economic recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic by promoting economic,
social and territorial cohesion, as well as digital and green transitions including biodiversity and
the  implementation  of  climate  targets.  The  reforms  supported  by  the  instrument  should
effectively address the challenges identified in the adopted country-specific recommendations.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure (first reading agreement)
 
2020/0103(COD)
 
Debate:Monday, 18 January
 
Vote result: Tuesday, 19 January
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
establishing a Technical Support Instrument

Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur: Othmar KARAS (EPP, AT)
Profile of the rapporteur: Dragoș PÎSLARU (Renew, RO),

Profile of the rapporteur: Alexandra GEESE (Greens/EFA, DE)
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0103(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0173_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0173_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0173_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0103(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0103(COD)&l=en
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Guidelines for use of Artificial Intelligence in
military and civil sectors
 
MEPs will outline their proposals on how to govern the use
of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in military and public domains.
 
Following its recent adoption of recommendations on regulating Artificial Intelligence in relation
to ethics, liability and intellectual property rights, next week Parliament is set to adopt further
guidelines on military and civil use of AI. MEPs are expected to insist on the respect for human
rights principles and meaningful  human control  in the use and development of AI for both
military and civil  purposes.
 
With particular regard to lethal autonomous weapon systems (LAWS), MEPs believe that these
should only be used as a last resort and be deemed lawful only if subject to human control. The
increased use of AI in public services, especially healthcare and justice, should also not replace
human contact or lead to discrimination. The text also warns of threats to fundamental human
rights and national sovereignty arising from the use of AI technologies in mass surveillance,
both in the civil and military domains.
 
The result of the vote will be announced on Wednesday..
 
Procedure: non-legislative report
 
 2020/2013(INI)
 
Vote result: Wednesday 20 January
 
Further information
Draft report

Press release on committee vote (10.12.2020)

Profile of rapporteur : Gilles Lebreton (ID, FR)

Procedure file

AI rules: what the European Parliament wants

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material
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MEPs to press for tougher measures to tackle tax
havens
 
MEPs will question Commissioner Gentiloni and Council
on their plans to curb tax havens in a debate on
Wednesday, and will adopt a resolution on Thursday.
 
For a long time, MEPs have called for the EU to be more ambitious in its fight against tax
havens. They have regularly highlighted the weaknesses in the EU’s tax haven blacklist, both in
its elaboration and the sanctions that can be levied once a country is placed on this list. On
Tuesday, MEPs will ask why member states have dragged their feet on stricter sanctions, and
whether member states will review the criteria whereby a country is blacklisted. They will also
ask the Commission to explain how it intends to proceed.
 
A resolution will  be put to the vote that clarifies the key areas that MEPs believe must be
prioritised  in  order  to  improve  the  process  of  blacklisting  tax  havens.  The  result  will  be
announced  on  Thursday.
 
Procedure: Question for oral answer with resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 January 
 
Vote result: Thursday 21 January
 
Further information
Question for spoken answer to the Commission and the Council

Press release on committee vote (10.12.2020)

Subcomittee on tax matters
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Stronger EU powers in trade disputes
 
New rules allowing the EU to use countermeasures in trade
disputes when WTO arbitration is blocked will be debated
on Monday and put to a vote on Tuesday.
 
Trade Committee MEPs have already given their support for the strengthening of the so-called
enforcement regulation that allows the EU to protect its trade interests against partners acting
illegally. The full house will now discuss and vote on the political agreement between Parliament
and Council. This allows the EU to use countermeasures when it obtains a favourable ruling
from a dispute settlement panel of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) or in bilateral and
regional agreements, but the other party fails to cooperate on further arbitration.
 
Background
 
The enforcement regulation of 2014 left the EU without means to remedy a situation when
dispute settlement through adjudication is blocked at the WTO. The new rules are part of efforts
to have better EU tools to promote compliance and enforce EU trade agreements in an altered
geopolitical context.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure (co-decision)
 
2019/0273(COD)
 
Specialist: Eszter
 
Debate: Monday, 18 January
 
Vote result: Tuesday 19 January
 
Further information
Draft report on the update of the enforcement regulation

Press release on committee vote (11.11.2020)
Profile of rapporteur : Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (Renew, FR)

Procedure file

Legislative procedure and further documents
EP research service: Review of the EU Enforcement Regulation for trade disputes
(11.01.2021)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material
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Foreign Policy: The EU must champion a rules-
based international order
 
MEPs will assess the EU’s common foreign, security and
defence policies with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell
in debates on Tuesday, followed by votes on Wednesday.
 
In their draft annual report on the EU’s common foreign and security policy (CFSP), Foreign
Affairs Committee MEPs warn that the COVID-19 pandemic is a wake-up call for Europe, which
must strengthen its strategic autonomy and sovereignty to defend its interests and values. They
call on the EU to continue advocating for an international order based on common rules and co-
operation.
 
In a separate report on the common security and defence policy (CSDP), MEPs also note that
the pandemic has exposed the EU’s vulnerability and its reliance on non-EU states. They call on
the  EU  to  intensify  its  efforts  towards  strategic  autonomy,  also  by  establishing  a  more
independent  operational  capacity.
 
Procedure: own-initiative reports
 
2020/2206(INI)  and 2020/2207(INI)
 
Debates: Tuesday, 19 January 
 
Vote results: Wednesday 20 January
 
Further information
Profile of rapporteur (CFSP) David McAllister (EPP, DE)
Profile of rapporteur (CSDP) Sven Mikser (S&D, EE)
Procedure file (CFSP)
Procedure file (CSDP)
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•
•

•

Human rights and COVID-19: MEPs condemn
measures taken by authoritarian regimes
 
Members are deeply concerned that many authoritarian
regimes around the world have used the pandemic to
repress civil society and critical voices.
 
In their annual report assessing the situation of human rights and democracy in the world,
Members are set to highlight the negative impact the pandemic has had on democratic and
human rights standards and the rule of law in many countries.
 
MEPs will  discuss the new report  with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell  on Tuesday
afternoon and vote on Thursday (tbc).
 
Here is the draft text.
 
Urgency resolutions
 
In addition, Members will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and
rule of law topics on Thursday morning, and vote on them later the same day.
 

The crackdown on the democratic opposition in Hong Kong; 
Human rights situation in Turkey, notably the case of Selahattin Demirtas and other
prisoners of conscience; 
Human rights situation in Vietnam, in particular the case of human rights journalists
Pham Chi Dung, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh Tuan.
 

Procedure: own-initiative report, non-legislative resolutions
 
2020/2208(INI)
 
Debates: Tuesday, 19 January (annual report) and Thursday, 21 January (urgency resolutions)
 
Vote results: Wednesday 20 January (annual report), Thursday, 21 January (human rights
resolutions)
 
Further information
Profile of rapporteur (annual report) Isabel Santos (S&D, PT).
Procedure file (annual report)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Global connectivity: EU needs better physical and
digital infrastructure
 
MEPs will discuss on Tuesday the importance of an
effective Global EU Connectivity Strategy, complementing
the current EU-Asia Connectivity Strategy.
 
 The vote will take place on Thursday.
 
Political,  economic,  cultural  and  security  cooperation  between  Europe,  Asia  and  other
continents has not been fully exploited due to a lack of physical and digital infrastructure. MEPS
are therefore set to encourage the Commission and the European External Action Service
(EEAS) to create a Global EU Connectivity Strategy in order to achieve a more proactive
European position in global  politics.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative procedure
 
2020/2115(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 January
 
Vote result: Thursday, 21 January
 
Further information
Draft report on connectivity and EU-Asia relations 17.12.2020

Press release on committee vote: MEPs call for the creation of a Global EU Connectivity
Strategy
Procedure file

Profile of rapporteur Reinhard Bütikofer

EP Research: Connectivity in Central Asia: Reconnecting the Silk Road, 02.04.2019
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Refugees and migrants at the EU’s external
borders: debate in plenary
 
The difficulties member states face in managing migration
into EU territory will be the focus of a debate with Council
and Commission on Tuesday morning.
 
Despite the number of arrivals consistently decreasing since the 2015 peak, the humanitarian
crisis is still being repeated at the EU’s external borders. In the last few months, in the context of
a global pandemic, the situation of migrants and asylum-seekers on the Spanish Canary Islands
and at the Croatian-Bosnian border has added to the already dire conditions on the Greek
islands and the recurrent challenge of disembarking persons rescued while crossing the Central
Mediterranean.
 
 
Council and Commission statements, without resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 January
 
Further information
Asylum: more solidarity among EU member states and funds for frontline countries (Press
release, 17.12.2020)
Migration and asylum: time to find balance between solidarity and responsibility (Press release,
19.11.2020)
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Tackling the social and employment crisis with
the new MFF and Recovery plan
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will quiz the Council and
Commission on the measures the EU is taking to deal with
the social and employment effects of the COVID-19 crisis.
 
The new EU long-term budget (MFF) and the Recovery and Resilience Facility provide an
opportunity to tackle the unprecedented effects of the crisis. MEPs are likely to insist that
member states focus primarily on social and employment measures in the national recovery and
resilience  plans  that  they  are  currently  drafting.  The  new  ESF+  programme,  the  SURE
programme  and  the  enhanced  Youth  Guarantee  are  also  likely  to  be  addressed.
 
MEPs are also set to adopt new rules that allow member states to better support those most in
need  during  post-COVID-19  recovery.  An agreement  reached  in  December  between EP
negotiators and the Council will allow for a more flexible and extended use of the Fund for
European Aid  to  the  Most  Deprived (FEAD)  in  2021 and 2022.  In  view of  the  COVID-19
pandemic and the growing needs on the ground, member states may also voluntarily increase
the overall resources provided for in the FEAD Regulation.
 
Council and Commission statements, Ordinary legislative procedure
 
2020/0105(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 January
 
Vote results: Thursday, 21 January
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Further information
Draft report on amending the FEAD regulation as regards the introduction of specific measures
for addressing the COVID-19 crisis

Profile of rapporteur Lucia ĎURIŠ NICHOLSONOVÁ (ECR, SK):

Procedure file:

EP Research Social and Employment policies in Europe:

Employment and social developments Quarterly review, December 2020:
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material
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Decent and affordable housing for all
 
MEPs will debate and vote on a resolution that calls for
adequate housing to be a fundamental right as well as for
measures to prevent homelessness.
 
The draft resolution states that the need for adequate housing must be recognised in European
and national legislation and enforceable as a fundamental human right. According to the text,
decent  housing  includes  clean  and  high-quality  drinking  water,  adequate  and  equitable
sanitation and hygiene, connection to sewage and water networks, and reliable and sustainable
energy. Emissions reductions and energy efficiency through housing renovation should be a
priority.
 
The resolution also calls on member states to be more active in correcting housing market
inequalities.  Exceptional  measures to prevent homelessness should be maintained in the
context of the current crisis, through moratoria on evictions, continued connection to energy
supplies and the provision of temporary housing. MEPs also reiterate Parliament’s earlier call
for a for an EU-wide goal to end homelessness in 2030.
 
Procedure: Own initiative report
 
2019/2187(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 January
 
Vote results: Thursday 21 January
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on adequate and affordable housing for all:

Press release on committee vote (02.12.2020):

Profile of rapporteur Kim VAN SPARRENTAK (Greens/EFA, NL):
Procedure file:
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material
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MEPs push for stronger commitment to complete
EU-wide transport network
 
On Tuesday, Parliament will discuss the state of play in
developing the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T)
of railways, roads, waterways and shipping routes.
 
A resolution highlighting the TEN-T’s role in stimulating growth and reducing geographical
inequalities in the EU will  be put to a vote on Wednesday.
 
Anticipating the revision of the TEN-T regulation, in the draft resolution MEPs call for more
efforts from all sides to finish the EU-wide core network by 2030 and align TEN-T policy with the
Green Deal objectives. They stress that infrastructure investments, closer management and
better governance are key to completing the network on time.
 
Procedure: own-initiative report
 
2019/2192(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 January
 
Vote result: Wednesday 20 January
 
Further information
Procedure file

Motion for resolution: “Revision of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) guidelines”
Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T)
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EU auditors and MEPs to evaluate
implementation of EU budget
 
The annual report on how the EU budget has been spent in
2019 will be presented by the President of the European
Court of Auditors Klaus-Heiner Lehne on Monday.
 
While the presentation is likely to focus on how the EU funds were managed in 2019, MEPs are
set to debate the upcoming EU financial management challenges for the next seven years,
given the expected increase in high risk spending, such as the €750 billion Next Generation EU
plan.
 
Background
 
The discharge is Parliament’s assessment of how the EU institutions and agencies have spent
EU money. Before granting or refusing discharge, MEPs evaluate whether the EU institutions
have spent EU taxpayers’ money lawfully and efficiently. Their evaluation is based on the
annual report by the EU auditors. Read more.
 
Procedure: Discharge
 
2020/2140(DEC)
 
Debate: Monday, 18 January
 
Vote: April plenary (tbc)
 
Further information
Press release about EU auditors’ annual report: 2019 EU accounts clean, but too many
spending errors

Press release on previous discharge: Approving most of EU’s accounts, EP requests new
measures to protect EU spending (14-05-2020)

Profile of rapporteur Joachim Kuhs (DE, ID)
Procedure file

Discharge procedure: how Parliament scrutinises the EU budget

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs want to improve free movement of
services
 
On Monday, Parliament will discuss how to improve the
free movement of services in the EU, as numerous barriers
and fragmentation hinder economic growth.
 
A resolution on strengthening the single market will be put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
In the draft resolution, MEPs call on the European Commission to ensure the Services Directive
is enforced and that member states comply with it in order to reduce existing barriers to provide
services cross-border. They assert that fragmentation and issues with implementation cost the
EU around €297 billion per year, which corresponds to 2% of the EU’s GDP.
 
The draft resolution also calls on the Commission and member states to tackle the numerous
obstacles that make providing cross-border services difficult. Those include a lack of user-
friendly information, failure to mutually recognise or compare professional qualifications, limited
access to regulated professions, unfounded territorial restrictions, language requirements, and
administrative barriers for public procurement.
 
Procedure: own-initiative report
 
2020/2020(INI)
 
Debate: Monday 18 January
 
Vote results: Wednesday 20 January
 
Further information
Press release on the Committee vote: MEPs want to improve free movement of services
(02.12.2020)

Procedure file

Motion for a resolution
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MEPs to vote on orderly termination of
benchmarks in the financial markets sector
 
On Tuesday, MEPs are set to adopt provisions to ensure
EU financial markets remain stable after they stop using
the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR).
 
Plans made in November to ensure that phasing out widely-used benchmarks, expected to take
place  in  2021,  will  not  threaten  financial  stability  within  the  European  Union  have  been
provisionally  agreed by Parliament  and Council  negotiators.  This  will  grant  the European
Commission power  to  replace,  when necessary,  benchmarks  that  have a  significant  and
adverse impact  on  market  stability.
 
Background
 
Benchmarks are an intrinsic part of financial markets, defined by the European Commission as
indices used to price financial instruments and contracts (including household mortgages) or to
measure the performance of an investment fund.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure (urgent procedure first reading agreement)
 
2020/0154(COD)
 
Vote result: Tuesday, 19 January
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution: the exemption of certain third country foreign exchange benchmarks and the
designation of replacement benchmarks for certain benchmarks in cessation

Procedure File

Profile of the rapporteur: Caroline Nagtegaal (Renew, NL)
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EU arrest warrant: MEPs examine results on its
use and possible improvements
 
Parliament will propose ways to improve the European
Arrest Warrant and ensure it contributes effectively to
combating serious crime in the EU.
 
On  Monday  afternoon,  plenary  will  discuss  the  challenges  encountered  in  applying  the
simplified cross-border judicial surrender procedure that in 2004 replaced the lengthy extradition
procedures  between EU countries,  based on  the  principle  of  mutual  recognition  of  court
decisions. The draft report prepared by the Civil Liberties Committee will be put to the vote on
Wednesday.
 
Among the  issues  that  hamper  the  tool  from functioning  well,  MEPs point  to  the  lack  of
consistent data on the number of arrest warrants carried out or refused by member states,
detention and prison conditions, proportionality, dual legal representation in both countries
involved, training, and rule of law questions. Civil Liberties MEPs consider that the European
Arrest Warrant should remain limited to serious offences and be used only when other less
intrusive legal instruments, such as the European investigation order, have been exhausted.
 
Procedure: Own initiative report
 
2019/2207(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 18 January
 
Vote result: Wednesday 20 January
 
Further information
Procedure file

Council Framework Decision on the European arrest warrant and the surrender procedures
between Member States

Report on the implementation of the European arrest warrant and the surrender procedures
between Member States (European Commission, 2.7.2020)

EP study: European Arrest Warrant (15.06.2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, videos and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

26 I 29

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/cross-border-cases/judicial-cooperation/types-judicial-cooperation/european-arrest-warrant_en#background
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0248_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2207(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2207(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2207(INI)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32002F0584
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32002F0584
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32002F0584
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:270:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:270:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:270:FIN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)642839
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)642839
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home


EU help for Croatia after devastating
earthquakes
 
On Thursday morning, MEPs will discuss with the
Commission aid for Croatia in the aftermath of
earthquakes. A resolution will be put to the vote the same
day.
 
On 29 December 2020, a 6.4-magnitude earthquake struck central  Croatia, killing several
people and causing extensive damage to numerous homes and infrastructure around the town
of  Petrinja.  Through  the  EU  Civil  Protection  Mechanism,  15  countries  sent  immediate
assistance,  including  housing  containers,  winter  tents,  sleeping  bags,  beds,  and electric
heaters.
 
In March 2020, Croatia was already hit by a strong earthquake that caused substantial damage
in the Zagreb area. One person died and at least 27 others were injured. To help the country
deal with the devastating effects of that earthquake, Parliament made available 683.7 million
EUR from the European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF).
 
Commission statement with resolution
 
Debate/vote: Thursday, 21 January
 
Further information
European Commission Press Release: EU mobilises emergency assistance for Croatia in the
aftermath of devastating earthquake, 30.12.2020
European Parliament Press Release: Solidarity Fund: €823 million in EU aid for eight member
states, 16.11.2020
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Venezuela: MEPs to take stock of the continuous
political turmoil in the country
 
On Tuesday, Parliament will assess the non-democratic
elections for the Venezuelan National Assembly; a
resolution will be put to the vote on Thursday.
 
The elections for the National Assembly of Venezuela on 6 December last year regrettably went
ahead  without  a  national  agreement  on  electoral  conditions.  Due  to  a  lack  of  pluralism,
disqualification of opposition leaders, and the way the elections were carried out, the EU has not
recognised the results as credible or representative of the democratic will of Venezuelans.
 
MEPs will  discuss  the  latest  events  in  the  country  on  Tuesday,  followed by  a  vote  on  a
resolution  on  Thursday.  Venezuela  has  for  many  years  been  in  a  state  of  a  political,
socioeconomic and humanitarian crisis under the rule of authoritarian leader Nicolás Maduro.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 January
 
Vote result: Thursday, 21 January
 
Further information
Venezuela: Declaration by the High Representative on behalf of the European Union
(06.01.2021)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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•

•
•

•

Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

Achieving an effective policy legacy for the European Year of  Cultural  Heritage,
rapporteur ,  debate Monday, final  results Wednesday  
, debate Monday, final results Wednesday  
More fish in the seas? Measures to promote stock recovery above the maximum
sustainable yield (MSY), including fish recovery areas and marine protected areas,
rapporteur , debate Monday, final results Thursday 
, debate Monday, final results Thursday
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