
 
EP pushes for stronger measures to promote the
recovery of fishing stocks
 
MEPs call for a holistic approach to fisheries management with expansion of Marine
Protected Areas, increased quotas for small-scale fisheries and climate change action.
 
In an own initiative report adopted on Thursday with 362 votes in favour, 248 against and 71
abstentions, the Parliament asks Member States to expand the network of fish stock recovery
areas under the Common Fisheries Programme (CFP) and to increase the percentage of
national quotas allocated to small-scale coastal fishing, which “can significantly facilitate the
transition to sustainable fish stock management”.
 
The text welcomes the Commission’s proposal, in its 2030 EU Biodiversity Strategy, to have at
least 30% of European waters as Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). Nevertheless, it stresses that
this goal should be made legally binding and that half of this area should enjoy a high level of
protection, with restrictions not only for commercial fishing, but also for other activities, such as
fossil fuel exploration, offshore wind farms, mass tourism or large-scale aquaculture.
 
MEPs urge that resources from the current and future European Maritime and Fisheries Fund
(EMFF) should be used to establish this kind of highly protected areas.
 
Fishermen should be involved in the preparation and management of marine protected areas,
as their acceptance of these spaces is key to succeed in protecting them. Member States
should adopt legislation authorising fishermen to bring to land any waste caught at sea and
introduce a system of incentives for the use of appropriate collection systems, the report adds.
 
Moreover, the EP stresses that rapid and effective action to fight climate change is essential for
preserving marine ecosystems and the continuity of sustainable fishing in the long term.
 
Background
 
One of the main goals of the CFP is to halt overfishing of all European stocks. According to the
Scientific Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF), 38% of North East Atlantic
stocks and 92% of Mediterranean stocks are still overexploited.
 

Press release
21-01-2021 - 16:41
20210115IPR95722

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 2



Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Final text will be available here (21.01.2021)
Procedure file
Profile of rapporteur Caroline Roose (GUE, FR)
EP press release - “6.1 billion EUR for sustainable fisheries and safeguarding fishing
communities” (04.12.2020)
Committee on Fisheries
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2162(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197506/CAROLINE_ROOSE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201126IPR92519/6-1-billion-eur-for-sustainable-fisheries-and-safeguarding-fishing-communities
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