
 
Empowering Africa: MEPs vote on strategy for a
new EU-Africa partnership
 

Europe and Africa must move away from a donor-recipient relationship, said the
Development Committee, outlining its vision for a relationship between the two
continents.
 
On Thursday, MEPs adopted a wide-ranging strategy on a new EU-Africa partnership by 20
votes, with two votes against and three abstentions. The strategy emphasises the need to go
beyond  simply  cooperating  on  issues  such  as  the  green  transition,  energy,  digital
transformation,  sustainable  jobs,  good  governance  and  migration.
 
As well as addressing these areas, listed by the Commission and the European External Action
Service, human development must be central to future EU-Africa relations, said MEPs, who
welcome this  fresh  approach to  the  relationship.  The future  partnership  should  prioritise
education, including teacher training, reducing early school leaving, and concentrate on the
inclusion of girls. It should also aim to improve health care and national health systems.
 
Empowering Africa
 
The EU-Africa relationship must “move beyond the donor-recipient relationship”. Instead, the EU
and  Africa  should  cooperate  as  equals,  empowering  African  nations  to  attain  the  UN
Sustainable Development Goals, curb climate change, and foster gender equality, among other
targets. To achieve this, MEPs call  for substantial funds to be earmarked in the upcoming
external financial instrument NDICI.
 
Expectations for a future strategy
 
The committee’s expectations for the future EU-Africa strategy include:
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• Commission plans are good basis for a future relationship between Africa and the EU

• Strategy aims to empower Africa

• Report sets out Development Committee MEPs’ stance on education, agriculture, gender,
debt relief and migration
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020JC0004
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020JC0004
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201215IPR94033/new-eu-neighbourhood-development-and-international-cooperation-instrument
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•
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•

long-term EU financial and technical support for African countries to boost climate
adaptation; 
EU support for African regional integration to help reduce dependence on foreign
imports; 
Africa to be supported by the EU in its ambitions for a continental free trade area; 
sexual and reproductive health and rights to be protected by the EU in the new
partnership; 
international lenders, such as the IMF and the World Bank, to do more to relieve
debt; and 
the partnership must prioritise the human dignity of refugees and migrants.
 

Quote
 
Rapporteur Chrysoula Zacharopoulou (Renew, FR), said: “Europe and Africa need each other;
a new and equal partnership must reflect this. Together, we can improve sustainability, fight
poverty, injustice and inequality, protect biodiversity and combat climate change as well as
tackling global health issues. Empowering women and young people is key to our relationship:
they are the future. They will not only play a decisive role in this new partnership but also on the
African continent itself.”
 
Next steps
 
The full House will discuss and vote on the draft resolution during the March plenary session.
The text will contribute to the discussion of the future EU-Africa strategy. The process will be
concluded with the adoption of the joint strategy at the EU-African Union Summit, to be held
later this year.
 
Background
 
 
In 2020, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced the renewal of the
EU-Africa relationship.
 
Further information
EU-Africa strategy in the Parliament: legislative train
Steps of the procedure
Statement of the committee chair on EU-Africa relations: time for a fresh start (09.03.2020)
EP research: A comprehensive EU strategy for Africa (June 2020)
Committee on Development
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197499/CHRYSOULA_ZACHAROPOULOU/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-stronger-europe-in-the-world/file-towards-a-comprehensive-strategy-with-africa
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2041(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200309IPR74443/eu-africa-relations-time-for-a-fresh-start
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/603506/EXPO_BRI(2020)603506_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/deve/home.html
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