
 

Newsletter
18-21 October 2021
Strasbourg plenary session
 
Poland: challenges to the EU legal order and European values 
 
 
 
Parliament will debate the recent ruling of the Polish Constitutional Tribunalwith Polish
Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki and Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.
 
 
Parliament to demand action in wake of the Pandora papers scandal 
MEPs will lay out what must be done urgently to close loopholes that have allowed the
massive tax avoidance uncovered by the Pandora papers investigation.
 
 
Climate change: MEPs to call for ambitious outcome at COP26 
Ahead of COP26 in Glasgow, MEPs are set to push for accelerated climate action
worldwide and for the EU to remain a world leader in fighting climate change.
 
 
Farm to fork: MEPs to approve new strategy for more sustainable
food 
Parliament will present plans on how Europe can produce healthier food while ensuring
food security, a fair income for farmers and reducing agriculture’s environmental
footprint.
 
 
The rise of right-wing extremism and racism in Europe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following a recent violent protest in Rome, MEPs will discuss with Council and
Commission the rise of right-wing extremism and racism in Europe.
 
 
Parliament to debate pushbacks at the EU’s external borders 
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MEPs are set to demand clarity on recent revelations of pushbacks and violence
against migrants at the Croatian, Greek and Romanian borders.
 
 
Parliament to ask for more transparent EU vaccine policies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEPs will state their demand for more transparent vaccine development, purchasing
and distribution in the future, and debate the EU’s global role in fighting the pandemic.
 
 
MEPs to look ahead to October European Council 
 
 
 
In a debate with the Commission and Slovenian Presidency on Wednesday morning,
MEPs will outline their expectations for the 21-22 October EU summit.
 
 
MEPs to assess the Commission’s 2022 work plan 
Plenary will discuss the European Commission 2022 work programme on Tuesday
afternoon.
 
 
MEPs to demand minimum social standards for artists and cultural
workers 
Parliament will present proposals for improving the social and economic situatio
 
 
MEPs to demand urgent support for European news media and
audiovisual sector 
Parliament set to voice concerns about pandemic-related revenue loss in the media
sector, media freedom issues, and the disruptive impact of global online platforms.
 
 
Climate change: MEPs to call for binding methane emissions
reduction targets 
On Wednesday, Parliament will debate an EU strategy to reduce methane emissions,
and vote on a resolution proposing measures to reach EU climate goals and improve
air quality.
 
 
Tunisia: MEPs to demand inclusive dialogue to overcome political
crisis 
Tunisia’s democratic system is at risk given its lack of separation of powers, MEPs are
set to warn in a debate on Tuesday.
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EU-Taiwan relations: MEPs to push for stronger partnership 
Parliament is set to call for closer relations with Taiwan, while issuing a warning about
the continued tensions across the Taiwan Strait.
 
 
New rules to better protect road accident victims 
Parliament will vote on updated motor insurance rules to ensure better protection and
equal treatment of EU citizens involved in accidents or when insuring their vehicles.
 
 
2022 EU budget: MEPs to adopt position ahead of negotiations with
member states 
Parliament is set to vote on Wednesday (results Thursday) for a budget that boosts the
pandemic recovery process and lays the foundations for a more resilient EU.
 
 
Parliament set to demand freezing of part of Frontex budget 
MEPs, voting on Thursday to sign-off the expenses of Frontex, the EU Border and
Coast Guard Agency for 2019, are likely to want to withhold part of its 2022 budget.
 
 
MEPs: Social policy key to Eurozone economic recovery 
In a debate on Monday and vote on Tuesday, MEPs are set to highlight the importance
of social policies in the Euro area and in the EU’s recovery and resilience plans.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-10-18

 
 
Newsletter - 18-21 October 2021 - Strasbourg plenary
session
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Further information
Draft agenda
Follow the plenary live
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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Poland: challenges to the EU legal order and
European values
 
 
 
 
Parliament will debate the recent ruling of the Polish
Constitutional Tribunalwith Polish Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki and Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen.
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss the contentious verdict of Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal,
which  states  that  cornerstone  provisions  of  the  Treaty  on  the  EU  (Art.  1  and  19)  are
unconstitutional under Polish law. The ruling challenges the established primacy of European
law, and questions whether rulings by the European Court of Justice are binding on national
courts. The judgement comes amid long-running disagreements with EU institutions over the
rule of law, compliance with ECJ rulings, and judicial independence in Poland.
 
 
 
Parliament  is  expected  to  once  again  urge  the  Commission  to  trigger  the  “conditionality
mechanism” swiftly and to launch infringement proceedings against the government in Warsaw.
 
 
 
The debate with Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki and Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen will be followed by a vote on a resolution on Thursday. 
 
 
 
One year since Poland’s de facto ban on abortion
 
 
 
On Wednesday, members will also debate the one-year anniversary of the near-total abortion
ban in Poland. The controversial ruling of Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal, which came into
force in January 2021 and restricts legal  abortion to cases of  rape or incest,  or  when the
pregnancy endangers the mother’s life,  has prompted months of  protests.
 
 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 October and Wednesday 20 October
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_5142
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12012M%2FTXT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/glossary/primacy_of_eu_law.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/glossary/primacy_of_eu_law.html
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7024/en/
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7024/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_17_5367
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_17_5367
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_4587
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210701IPR07512/rule-of-law-conditionality-parliament-wants-investigations-launched-immediately
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210701IPR07512/rule-of-law-conditionality-parliament-wants-investigations-launched-immediately
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92132/polish-de-facto-ban-on-abortion-puts-women-s-lives-at-risk-says-parliament
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92132/polish-de-facto-ban-on-abortion-puts-women-s-lives-at-risk-says-parliament
https://dziennikustaw.gov.pl/DU/2021/175


Vote: Thursday, 21 October
 
Further information

Poland: lead MEPs urge the Commission to activate conditionality mechanism (Press release,
8.10.2021)

EU Regulation on a general regime of conditionality for the protection of the Union budget

EP Multimedia: Rule of law in Poland

EP Multimedia: Violence against women
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211008IPR14520/poland-lead-meps-urge-the-commission-to-activate-conditionality-mechanism
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2092
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2092
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law-in-poland_17704_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law-in-poland_17704_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/violence-against-women_18108_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/violence-against-women_18108_pk


Parliament to demand action in wake of the
Pandora papers scandal
 
MEPs will lay out what must be done urgently to close
loopholes that have allowed the massive tax avoidance
uncovered by the Pandora papers investigation.
 
On Thursday,  MEPs  will  vote  on  a  resolution  which  will  formally  convey  the  indignation
Parliament unanimously expressed during a plenary debate last week, and in so doing outline
the urgent steps they believe the EU and national authorities must now take. They are likely to
argue that, although the most notorious tax dodging exposed by the Pandora papers is done by
non-EU citizens in jurisdictions outside the EU, EU member states and nationals do not come
out of the scandal unblemished.
 
According to the EP, it is high time that European governments seriously commit to policies to
eliminate tax practices that not only seriously handicap public finances but which have become
wholly unacceptable to the wider public.
 
This part session will also host two other debates on the theme of clamping down on harmful
financial practices. On Wednesday MEPs will discuss with the Commission efforts and rules that
should be beefed up to better fight money-laundering as well as the G20/OECD global tax
agreement reached last week and which is expected to be endorsed at the G20 Rome summit
at the end of October.
 
Debate: Wednesday, 6 October
 
Vote: Thursday, 21 October
 
Procedure: Resolution to wind up a debate
 
Further information

Procedure file

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=e3af316f-327f-0c9f-a478-b6d0f92e3eb4&date=20211006
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20210415STO02118/tax-policy-eu-solutions-to-prevent-tax-fraud-and-avoidance
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2922(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2922(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2922(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2922(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2922(RSP)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/fight-against-tax-avoidance_18006_pk


Climate change: MEPs to call for ambitious
outcome at COP26
 
Ahead of COP26 in Glasgow, MEPs are set to push for
accelerated climate action worldwide and for the EU to
remain a world leader in fighting climate change.
 
MEPs are expected to express their concern that the targets announced in Paris in 2015 would
result in warming well above three degrees by 2100, compared to pre-industrial levels. They are
also likely to call for the EU to maintain its position as a world leader in the fight against climate
change. Additionally, MEPs want all countries to focus on a green post-pandemic economic
recovery and increase their 2030 climate targets in line with the Paris Agreement.
 
The debate on the UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow will take place on Wednesday,
with a resolution to be voted on by MEPs on Thursday.
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will also debate with Council and Commission representatives Climate,
Energy  and  Environmental  State  aid  guidelines  (“CEEAG”)  and  the  Right  to  a  Healthy
Environment.  A  resolution  on  State  aid  guidelines  will  be  put  to  the  vote  on  Thursday.
 
 
 
Debates: COP26: Wednesday 20 October
 
Climate, Energy and Environmental State aid guidelines & The Right to a Healthy Environment:
Tuesday 19 October
 
Vote results: COP26: Thursday 21 October
 
Procedure: Resolutions on topical subjects
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102582
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102582


Further information

Procedure file (COP26)
Procedure file (Climate, Energy and Environmental State aid guidelines)

Procedure file (The Right to a Healthy Environment)

EP press release: EU Climate Law: MEPs confirm deal on climate neutrality by 2050
(24.06.2021)

EU responses to climate change (24.06.2021)

EP Research: 'EU climate action policy: Responding to the global emergency' (18.03.2021)

Multimedia package on COP26
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2667(RSP)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2667(RSP)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2667(RSP)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2667(RSP)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2923(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2923(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2924(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2924(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180703STO07129/eu-responses-to-climate-change
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180703STO07129/eu-responses-to-climate-change
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2021)689378
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2021)689378
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/cop-26-in-glasgow_20202_pk


Farm to fork: MEPs to approve new strategy for
more sustainable food
 
Parliament will present plans on how Europe can produce
healthier food while ensuring food security, a fair income
for farmers and reducing agriculture’s environmental
footprint.
 
MEPs are expected to welcome the Farm to Fork strategy, presented by the Commission in
May 2020, while underlining the importance of producing healthy, animal friendly, high quality
and affordable diets to European consumers. They are expected to demand that farmers must
earn a fair share of the profit from sustainably produced food.
 
They are also likely to insist that a shift by Europeans towards healthier diets is needed and that
overconsumption of meat and highly processed foods with high salt, sugar and fat content must
be addressed.
 
MEPs are also likely to highlight the need for enhanced sustainability at every link in the food
supply chain, for more land for organic farming, and for binding reduction targets for pesticide
use. They will reiterate that everyone - from farmer to consumer - has a role to play.
 
The debate will take place on Monday, a resolution will be put to the vote on Tuesday, with
results announced on Wednesday morning.
 
 
 
Debate: Monday 18 October
 
Vote results: Wednesday 20 October
 
Procedure: Own-initiative procedure
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884


Further information

Procedure file

EP research: “‘Farm to Fork’ strategy: Striving for healthy and sustainable food”

European Commission: “Farm to Fork strategy draft action plan” (20.05.2020)

Press release: Parliament supports European Green Deal and pushes for even higher
ambitions (15.01.2020)

Free photos, video and audio material related to the European Green Deal

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2260(INI)&l=en
https://epthinktank.eu/2020/06/17/farm-to-fork-strategy-striving-for-healthy-and-sustainable-food/
https://epthinktank.eu/2020/06/17/farm-to-fork-strategy-striving-for-healthy-and-sustainable-food/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_2&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_2&format=PDF
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69902/parliament-supports-european-green-deal-and-pushes-for-even-higher-ambitions
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_14101_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_14101_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_14101_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_14101_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_14101_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_14101_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/farm-to-fork_17702_pk


The rise of right-wing extremism and racism in
Europe
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following a recent violent protest in Rome, MEPs will
discuss with Council and Commission the rise of right-
wing extremism and racism in Europe.
 
On Saturday 9 October, groups of violent neo-fascists infiltrated a protest against COVID-19
vaccine passes in Rome, attacking a hospital and a trade union building. 
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 October at 15:00
 
Procedure: Commission and Council statements
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Parliament to debate pushbacks at the EU’s
external borders
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEPs are set to demand clarity on recent revelations of
pushbacks and violence against migrants at the Croatian,
Greek and Romanian borders.
 
During the Wednesday evening debate with Council and Commission MEPs are likely to call on
national authorities to investigate reported incidents at the EU’s external borders and raise the
issue of the possible use of EU funds to pay for the equipment used in these incidents.
 
In January 2021 the Civil Liberties Committee coordinators  set up a standing Frontex Scrutiny
Group in order to monitor all aspects of the functioning of the EU border agency, including its
compliance with fundamental rights. In July, the group presented the results of a 4 month fact-
finding investigation in a written report.
 
 
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 October
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statement, no resolution
 
Further information

EPRS Briefing : Search and rescue in the Mediterranean
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.lighthousereports.nl/investigation/unmasking-europes-shadow-armies/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/DV/2021/02-04/Outcomeofwrittenprocedureof29January_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210222IPR98303/frontex-meps-to-investigate-alleged-violations-of-fundamental-rights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210222IPR98303/frontex-meps-to-investigate-alleged-violations-of-fundamental-rights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/frontex-scrutiny-working-group-/product-details/20210715CAN62641
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Parliament to ask for more transparent EU
vaccine policies
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEPs will state their demand for more transparent vaccine
development, purchasing and distribution in the future, and
debate the EU’s global role in fighting the pandemic.
 
Given the lack of information given by the Commission, member states and pharma companies,
a resolution to be voted on by MEPs Thursday calls for a legislative proposal guaranteeing more
transparency  around  the  process  of  researching,  purchasing  and  distributing  COVID-19
vaccines.
 
MEPs are also likely to ask the Commission to publish purchase agreements made with vaccine
suppliers, including details of public investments and vaccine costs, and to publicize potential
contract breaches. Pharmaceutical companies, MEPs are expected to say, should release
extensive clinical  trial  data  and reports,  which could  help  counter  vaccine hesitancy and
disinformation.
 
MEPs debated the issue in the September plenary (watch a recording here).
 
Debate: Thursday 16 September
 
Vote: Thursday 21 October
 
Procedure: resolution
 
Further information

Procedure file
Press release after the committee vote

Multimedia material: EU Vaccine Strategy
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MEPs to look ahead to October European Council
 
 
 
 
In a debate with the Commission and Slovenian Presidency
on Wednesday morning, MEPs will outline their
expectations for the 21-22 October EU summit.
 
During their  meeting in Brussels,  Heads of  State or  Government will  focus on COVID-19,
lessons learned regarding vaccination strategies, and on international solidarity and the need to
ensure access to vaccines for all . They will also discuss the EU’s Digital Strategy and how to
make Europe fit for the digital age, what measures to take to address rising energy prices, and
look ahead at the ASEM and Eastern Partnership summits as well as the meetings on climate
change (COP26) and biological diversity (COP15).
 
Debate: Wednesday, 20 October
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, no resolution
 
Further information

Multimedia material
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MEPs to assess the Commission’s 2022 work plan
 
Plenary will discuss the European Commission 2022 work
programme on Tuesday afternoon.
 
Following the State of the European Union debate on 15 September, the Commission will
outline its strategy for the post-pandemic economic recovery, continuing the greening and
digitalisation of Europe’s economy, tackling social inequalities in Europe, and strengthening the
EU’s global role.
 
In the letter of intent sent to EP President Sassoli ahead of the SOTEU debate, President von
der Leyen summarised the main areas where the Commission will table legislative proposals
next year.
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 October
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, no resolution
 
Further information

Multimedia material
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MEPs to demand minimum social standards for
artists and cultural workers
 
Parliament will present proposals for improving the social
and economic situatio
 
MEPs are set  to call  for  a common European status for  artists,  a common framework for
working conditions and pan-European minimum social standards for artists and cultural workers.
 
The draft text MEPs will vote on lists further actions to support the sector, like facilitating cross-
border mobility with dedicated programmes for young creators and innovators, possibly revised
requirements on visas, taxation, and social security, and the cross-border recognition of arts-
based education degrees.
 
In 2020, the EU’s cultural and creative sector experienced losses in turnover of over 30%, a
cumulative loss of EUR 199 billion – with the music and performing arts sectors experiencing
losses of 75% and 90% respectively.
 
The debate will take place on Monday, the text will be put to a vote on Tuesday, with results
announced on Wednesday.
 
Debate: Monday, 18 October
 
Vote: Tuesday 19 October, results Wednesday 20 October
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
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Further information

Press release on committee vote: MEPs call for common minimum social standards for artists
and cultural workers (27-09-2021)

Profile of rapporteur Monica Semedo (Renew, LU)

Procedure file

Free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to demand urgent support for European
news media and audiovisual sector
 
Parliament set to voice concerns about pandemic-related
revenue loss in the media sector, media freedom issues,
and the disruptive impact of global online platforms.
 
The EU news media sector, in particular local and regional media organisations and those
operating in smaller markets, needs urgent support from the EU and member states in order to
recover from the pandemic and transform itself to fit the operational and business models of the
digital age.
 
Worried about state capture of the media in some member states, MEPs want urgent action to
support media freedom in the EU, protect journalists. and the independence of media outlets.
 
In the draft resolution, to be debated on Monday and voted on by MEPs on Tuesday (results
Wednesday),  MEPs highlight  the  “disruptive  impact”  of  global  social  networks  and news
aggregators, as well  as streaming services, undermining revenues for the EU audiovisual
sector.
 
During the pandemic the EU audiovisual sector suffered a massive revenue loss – a drop of
almost 70% in box office revenues for cinemas and distributors in 2020, totalling EUR 4 billion,
alongside a reduction of 30% in active productions.
 
Debate: Monday, 18 October
 
Vote: Tuesday, 19 October, result Wednesday 20 October
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
Further information

Draft resolution on on Europe’s Media in the Digital Decade: an Action Plan to Support
Recovery and Transformation

Profile of rapporteur Dace Melbārde (ECR,LV)
Procedure file

Free photos, video and audio material
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Climate change: MEPs to call for binding
methane emissions reduction targets
 
On Wednesday, Parliament will debate an EU strategy to
reduce methane emissions, and vote on a resolution
proposing measures to reach EU climate goals and
improve air quality.
 
MEPs are expected to call on the Commission to propose new methane legislation with binding
measures and reduction targets covering all sectors, to significantly cut methane emissions in
the EU by 2030 in line with the Paris Agreement.
 
MEPs are also likely to say that reducing human-caused methane emissions is one of the most
cost-effective strategies to slow down climate change while at the same time improving air
quality and protecting the health of citizens. They are also expected to call for a binding global
agreement on methane at the COP26 meeting in Glasgow.
 
The text will be put to the vote on Thursday.
 
Background
 
The European Commission published the EU strategy to reduce methane emissions on 14
October 2020. Methane is the second biggest contributor to climate change after carbon dioxide
(CO2),  accounting  in  Europe for  10% of  total  greenhouse gas  emissions.  Most  methane
emissions  come from the  agricultural,  waste  and energy  sectors.
 
Debate: Wednesday 20 October
 
Vote results: Thursday 21 October
 
Procedure: Own-initiative procedure
 
Further information
Procedure file

EP press release: “EU Climate Law: MEPs confirm deal on climate neutrality by 2050”
(24.06.2021)

EP Research: “EU climate action policy: Responding to the global emergency”

European Parliament: Fit for 55 package under the European Green Deal
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Tunisia: MEPs to demand inclusive dialogue to
overcome political crisis
 
Tunisia’s democratic system is at risk given its lack of
separation of powers, MEPs are set to warn in a debate on
Tuesday.
 
Parliament is expected to call on Tunisian president Kais Saied to enter into dialogue with the
country’s major political parties and civil society representatives to end the political crisis in
Tunisia. President Saied currently holds almost all executive, legislative and judicial powers,
after he dismissed the prime minister and suspended parliament in July 2021. In September
Saied also suspended, by presidential decree, the country’s Constitution.
 
This week President Saied appointed a new government by decree, headed by Najla Bouden
Romdhane, Tunisia’s first female prime minister. The president has significantly reduced the
powers of her office and will technically head the administration himself.
 
With thousands of Tunisians demonstrating in the streets in recent days in support of or in
opposition to the president’s decisions, fears are growing that political divisions could spiral into
violent confrontations between these rival camps.
 
MEPs will vote on a related resolution on Thursday.
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 October 
 
Vote: Thursday, 21 October 
 
Procedure: Statement by the VPC/HR, with resolution
 
Further information

Committee on Foreign Affairs

Free photos, video and audio material: EU-Tunisia
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EU-Taiwan relations: MEPs to push for stronger
partnership
 
Parliament is set to call for closer relations with Taiwan,
while issuing a warning about the continued tensions
across the Taiwan Strait.
 
In a new report, Foreign Affairs Committee MEPs stress the urgent need for the EU to begin an
“impact assessment, public consultation and scoping exercise” on an EU-Taiwan Bilateral
Investment Agreement. MEPs highlight the importance of trade and economic relations with
Taiwan, technology including on 5G rollout and crucial cooperation on critical supplies such as
semiconductors, and public health.
 
The new report also expresses the grave concern of MEPs over China’s continued military
belligerence, pressure, assault exercises, airspace violations and disinformation campaigns
against  Taiwan.  They  want  the  EU to  do  more  to  address  these  tensions  and to  protect
Taiwan’s  democracy  and the  island’s  status  as  an  important  EU partner.
 
The text will be debated on Tuesday afternoon and put to the vote on Wednesday, with results
announced on Thursday.
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 OctoberVote: Wednesday, 20 October, result Thursday 21 October
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
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Further information

The Foreign Affairs Committee

The European Parliament’s delegation for relations with the People's Republic of China

Procedure file

Profile of rapporteur Charlie Weimers (ECR, Sweden)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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New rules to better protect road accident victims
 
Parliament will vote on updated motor insurance rules to
ensure better protection and equal treatment of EU citizens
involved in accidents or when insuring their vehicles.
 
The revised law, provisionally agreed on by Parliament and Council’s Portuguese Presidency
negotiators  on  22  June,  aims to  close  existing  loopholes  and improve  the  current  Motor
Insurance Directive. This legislation protects people who have an accident in an EU member
state that is not their own, and domestic victims of an accident caused by a driver from another
EU country.
 
It also harmonises obligatory minimum amounts of cover across the EU and makes sure that
people are compensated for road accidents where the insurance company goes bankrupt.
Citizens will be able to compare prices, tariffs and coverage offered by different providers more
easily thanks to new free-of-charge and independent price comparison tools.
 
Debate: Thursday 21 October
 
Vote: Thursday 21 October
 
Procedure: co-decision, 1st reading agreement
 
Further information

Text of the provisional agreement between Parliament and Council negotiators

Press release on the committee vote endorsing the provisional agreement (12.07.2021)
Profile of rapporteur Dita Charanzová (Renew Europe, CZ)
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2022 EU budget: MEPs to adopt position ahead of
negotiations with member states
 
Parliament is set to vote on Wednesday (results Thursday)
for a budget that boosts the pandemic recovery process
and lays the foundations for a more resilient EU.
 
In their  draft  position MEPs increase next year’s EU budget to a total  of  €171.8 billion in
commitment appropriations, €2.7 billion more compared to the Commission’s draft budget.
They propose to invest more in Horizon Europe (research), Erasmus+, health, climate action,
and humanitarian aid. MEPs say that the 2022 EU budget should support the recovery from the
COVID-19 crisis, boost investment and tackle unemployment, and lay the foundations for a
more resilient and sustainable Union.
 
Details on the draft position by the Committee on Budgets are available in the press release on
the recent vote on the budgetary figures (28/09) and on the budgetary resolution (11/10).
 
Next steps
 
The plenary vote will kick off three weeks of “conciliation” talks with the Council, with the aim of
reaching a deal between the two institutions in time for next year's budget to be voted on by
Parliament  and  signed  by  its  President  during  the  November  II  plenary  session  (22-25
November).
 
Debate: Tuesday, 19 October 
 
Vote: Wednesday, 20 October
 
Procedure: Budgetary procedure
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/annual-eu-budget/all-annual-budgets/2022_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210923IPR13403/2022-eu-budget-meps-demand-the-focus-must-be-on-covid-19-crisis-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210923IPR13403/2022-eu-budget-meps-demand-the-focus-must-be-on-covid-19-crisis-recovery
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211006IPR14316/eu-budget-for-2022-support-the-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis


Further information

Press release on committee vote on budgetary figures (28.09.2021)

Press release on committee vote on the budgetary resolution (11.10.2021)

General rapporteur for the EU budget 2022 (for section III - Commission) Karlo Ressler (EPP,
HR)

Rapporteur for the other sections Damian Boeselager (Greens/EFA, DE)

Procedure file

Budgets Committee webpage on the budgetary procedure for 2022

Fact Sheets on the European Union - the budgetary procedure

Free photos, video and audio material
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Parliament set to demand freezing of part of
Frontex budget
 
MEPs, voting on Thursday to sign-off the expenses of
Frontex, the EU Border and Coast Guard Agency for 2019,
are likely to want to withhold part of its 2022 budget.
 
According to the resolution accompanying an EP draft discharge decision, MEPs want to make
part of the 2022 Frontex budget conditional on specific improvements, such as the recruitment
of 20 missing fundamental rights monitors and three deputy executive directors. They are also
expected to call for the creation of a mechanism for reporting serious incidents on the EU’s
external borders. 
 
On Wednesday (results Thursday) Parliament will vote on its position for the general 2022 EU
budget. The draft text demands putting €90,000,000 (around 12% of Frontex’s proposed draft
budget for 2022), temporarily on hold.
 
Debate: Thursday, 21 October
 
Vote:  Budget  position:  Wednesday,  20  October.  Discharge  decision:  Thursday  21
October
 
Procedure: Discharge
 
Further information
Draft report on discharge of the budget of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency for
the financial year 2019

Draft amendments on General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2022
Press release on committee vote: EP committee asks for part of Frontex budget to be frozen
(27-09-2021)
Profile of rapporteur Ryszard CZARNECKI (ECR, PL)

Procedure file

Report of EP’s Frontex Scrutiny Working Group on Frontex concerning alleged fundamental
rights violations
Free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs: Social policy key to Eurozone economic
recovery
 
In a debate on Monday and vote on Tuesday, MEPs are set
to highlight the importance of social policies in the Euro
area and in the EU’s recovery and resilience plans.
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the well-being of Europeans across the continent, and in
particular vulnerable population groups. To alleviate the impact of the pandemic, and support
the EU’s economic recovery, MEPs are expected to argue that it is important to better integrate
social objectives, wellbeing and sustainability in the EU’s budgetary planning. Concerned about
the serious social and employment effects of the crisis on young people, MEPs are set to call on
member states and the Commission to make reducing youth unemployment a priority.
 
The result of the vote will be announced on Wednesday morning.
 
Debate: Monday, 18 October
 
Vote: Tuesday, 19 October, result Wednesday 20 October 
 
Procedure: own initiative report
 
Further information

Draft resolution on social policies of the Eurozone

Profile of rapporteur Lina Gálvez Muñoz (S&D, ES)

Procedure file

Action plan on the European pillar of Social Rights

Porto declaration

Free photos, video and audio material
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Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following
 
Nikolaj Villumsen (EMPL A9-0275/2021) - Protecting workers from asbestos, debate Mon
 
Corina Crețu (CONT A9-0273/2021) - The effectiveness of Member States' use of EU Solidarity
Fund money in cases of natural disasters, debate Mon
 
Pascal Durand (CONT A9-0276/2021) - 2019 Discharge: EU general budget - Council and
European Council, Vote Tue
 
Esther de Lange, Irene Tinagli (ECON A9-0003/2021) - Credit servicers and credit purchasers,
Vote Tue
 
The  outcome  of  the  Western  Balkans  summit,  no  resolution,  Council  and  Commission
statements,  Wednesday
 
The humanitarian situation in Haiti following the recent earthquake, Commission statement,
Wednesday
 
The proposal to build a ‘single market for philanthropy’, Commission statement, Thursday
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