
 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya: “Europe needs to face
autocracy more proactively”
 

In an address to MEPs on Wednesday, the leader of the Belarusian democratic forces,
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, urged Europe to amplify the Belarusian peoples’ voice.
 
In his opening remarks, EP President David Sassoli said: “Sviatlana is a symbol of the struggle
for democracy and freedom, and a voice for many political prisoners currently incarcerated in
Belarus. (...) The regime did not hesitate to use men, women, and children who were in need of
protection (...) for the sole purpose of destabilising the EU. This Parliament calls on the other
institutions to stand up for the defence of fundamental rights”, he concluded.
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https://the-president.europarl.europa.eu/it/newsroom/sassoli-con-tsikhanouskaya-il-parlamento-europeo-e-al-fianco-del-popolo-bielorusso?lang=en


In her speech, Ms Tsikhanouskaya began by looking back at the Belarusian regime’s appalling
crackdown on  demonstrators  and  dissenting  voices  following  the  fraudulent  presidential
elections in August last year. She talked about all those who have been imprisoned, targeted or
even killed by Belarusian security forces, such as human rights activist Ales Bialiatski, blogger
Raman Pratasevich,  political  activist  Maria  Kalesnikava,  art  teacher  Raman Bandarenka,
journalists  Daria  Tchultsova  and  Katsiaryna  Andreeva,  Olympic  athlete  Krystsina
Tsimanouskaya and many more, while also addressing the latest crisis involving migrants on
the EU-Belarus borders.
 
When doing so, she posed a stark question to MEPs: “Supposing this abuse of migrants is
somehow stopped, do you really assume the regime’s abuses and threats beyond its borders
will end there?”, she asked, warning of an increase in smuggled drugs and other contraband,
military provocations and even nuclear disasters on the EU’s external borders.
 
Three-part strategy vis-à-vis Belarus needed
 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya also stressed how the Belarusian democratic movement cannot
afford to wait for Europe much longer, that European expressions of solidarity and concern must
now be transformed into concrete action and that Europe needs to become more proactive
when facing autocracy.
 
On European sanctions, she said: “Let me assure you, sanctions do work. Continue holding a
consistent sanctions policy. Sanctions split the elites, destroy corruption schemes and divide
people around Lukashenka”, she underlined.
 
Ms Tsikhanouskaya also pleaded for Europe and the Belarusian democratic forces to stand
more united in solidarity. “Let’s not forget the Belarusian prisoners of conscience and let’s help
those who were forced to leave the country. Today, not only democracy in Belarus but also
democracy in Europe depends on whether we will walk this path together”, she concluded.
 
The security and humanitarian consequences of the situation in Belarus
 
 
Yesterday, on Tuesday afternoon, MEPs also held a separate plenary debate with Slovenian
Foreign Affairs  Minister  Anže Logar,  representing the Council  Presidency,  and European
Commission  Vice-President  Margaritis  Schinas,  on  the  security  and  humanitarian
consequences  of  the  situation  in  Belarus  and  at  the  country’s  border  with  the  EU. 
 
Here you can watch both the speech (24.11.2021) and the debate (23.11.2021) again.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=30772df2-6f08-e833-94d7-f8cc1f447456&date=20211124
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=8ee7564f-d91e-8677-0b66-f609f25aa134&date=20211123
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