
 
Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya addresses MEPs
 

Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya spoke to MEPs about the continuing crackdown on dissenting
voices in Belarus and called on the EU to take firm action against the regime.
 
“The Belarusian regime has shown itself willing to seize individuals from international flights,
misuse international agencies to punish dissent, to weaponise migrants in a way deliberately
designed to undermine the stability and security of Europe," said Tsikhanouskaya during her
speech in the Parliament on 24 November.
 
The Belarusian opposition leader called on the EU to help address the ongoing crisis with
migrants on the EU-Belarus borders: “Both Belarussians and migrants are now hostages of the
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regime and these two problems cannot be solved separately.”
 
She said the EU should coordinate sanctions against the regime with the US and the UK to
make the sanctions “effective and not only symbolic”.
 

Ahead of Tsikhanouskaya's speech, Parliament President David Sassoli condemned the actions
of the Belarusian regime and called on other institutions to defend the respect of fundamental
rights in the country.
 
 
 
“Belarus continues to violate the rights of its citizens, to silence civil society’s voice, to use
repression as a daily weapon," said Sassoli. "The regime didn’t hesitate to use men, women
and children who needed protection, putting their lives in danger without any respect for
fundamental human rights, just to destabilise the EU."
 
 
 
Tsikhanouskaya’s address comes amid a continuing geopolitical crisis on the EU-Belarus
border. The Belarusian regime has been funnelling migrants primarily from the Middle East to
the country’s border with the EU, and in particular Poland. In response, the EU agreed to
expand the bloc’s existing sanctions on Belarus to target, among others, airlines and officials
involved in bringing migrants to the border areas.
 

"  Dictatorships  don’t  have  natural  geographical
limits.  They  spread  if  they  are  not  stopped  "
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya
Belarusian opposition leader

Find out more
Watch Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s speech in the European Parliament
Poland-Belarus border: MEPs alarmed by humanitarian and political crisis (10 November 2021)
Belarus: consider taking the Lukashenka regime to international court, MEPs ask (7 October
2021)
Audiovisual materials
Parliament’s delegation for relations with Belarus
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