
 
Conference on the Future of Europe: Plenary and
Plenary Working Groups
 
The Plenary brings together MEPs, government and national parliament representatives,
Commissioners, citizens, members of EU bodies, regional/local authorities, and civil
society.
 
The Conference on the Future of Europe is a unique and timely opportunity for European
citizens to debate on Europe’s challenges and priorities. This background note provides an
overview of one of its main components: the Plenary and its Working Groups.
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What is the role of the Plenary? 
 
 
The Conference Plenary  is  the forum where the recommendations from the national  and
European Citizens’  Panels,  and the input  gathered from the Multilingual  Digital  Platform,
grouped by themes, are discussed. This is done without a predetermined outcome and without
limiting  the  scope  to  pre-defined  policy  areas.  After  these  recommendations  have  been
presented by and discussed with citizens, the Plenary will  put forward its proposals on the
Future of Europe to the Executive Board.
 
.
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What is the composition of the Plenary? 
What is the composition of the Plenary?
 
 
 
The Conference Plenary comprises 108 MEPs, 54 members from the Council (two per Member
State) and 3 from the European Commission, as well as 108 representatives from all national
Parliaments on an equal footing, and 108 citizens. These 108 citizens are: 80 representatives
from the European Citizens’ Panels, of which at least one-third must be younger than 25, and
27 from national Citizens’ Panels or Conference events (one per Member State), as well as the
President of the European Youth Forum.
 
18 representatives from the Committee of the Regions and 18 from the Economic and Social
Committee, 6 elected representatives from regional authorities and 6 elected representatives
from local authorities, 12 representatives from the social partners, and 8 from civil society will
also participate. The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy is
invited when the EU’s international role is discussed. Representatives of key stakeholders may
also be invited. The composition of the Conference Plenary must respect gender balance.
 
A list of Plenary members is available here.
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Where, when, and how does the Plenary meet? 
 
 
Conference Plenary sessions take place in the European Parliament’s premises in Strasbourg.
Participants have attended in a hybrid format(i.e. physical and remote) since the beginning of
the Conference in spring 2021, in full respect of the public health measures in place.
 
The provisional calendar of Plenary meetings is available on the Multilingual Digital Platform.
However, following the postponement of the European Citizens’ Panel scheduled to take place
in Dublin on 3-5 December due to the COVID-19 restrictions in Ireland, the Conference Plenary
session of 17-18 December was not held. The next Conference Plenary is set to take place by
the end of January 2022 in Strasbourg.
 
In the meantime, Plenary Working Groups are meeting on Friday 17 December in remote
format.
 
.
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What are the Plenary Working Groups and how do
they work? 
 
 
The Co-Chairs of the Executive Board of the Conference proposed to the Conference Plenary
that nine thematic Working Groups should be established to prepare the debates and the
proposals of the Plenary on the following areas:
 

Climate change and the environment 
Health 
A stronger economy, social justice and jobs 
EU in the world 
Values and rights, rule of law, security 
Digital transformation 
European democracy 
Migration 
Education, culture, youth and sport.
 

They discuss the recommendations made by the respective national and European Citizens’
Panels as well as the contributions on the Multilingual Digital Platform.
 
The Working Groups operate through consensus, as defined in footnote 7 of Article 17 of the
Conference Rules of Procedure. The Chair and the spokesperson of each Working Group (the
latter selected from among the representatives of the European Citizens’ Panels), will give a
presentation to the Plenary.
 
The Chair of each Working Group normally convenes meetings during the timeslots set out as
part of the agenda of the Conference Plenary. However, where this is not possible, the Co-
Chairs of the Executive Board propose alternative timeslots, and additional meetings can be
convened at the request of the Working Group Chairs in agreement with the Co-Chairs of the
Executive Board and with all the components of the Working Group.
 
The Common Secretariat will prepare a summary record of each Working Group meeting under
the guidance of the Chair and in consultation with the Members of the Working Group, which is
then made available in the Plenary section of the Multilingual Digital Platform.
 
.
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How are the Working Groups set up? 
 
 
They are made up of Plenary members, and each one has at least 40 members that reflect the
overall composition of the Plenary. Representatives from European Citizens’ Panels participate
in  Working Groups dealing with  the same subjects  their  Panels  dealt  with.  Each Plenary
member can participate in only one Working Group, with the exception of EU Commissioners,
who participate in the Working Groups covering matters relevant to their portfolio.
 
Working Groups are indicatively set up as follows: 12 MEPs and national parliamentarians; 6 for
the Council; 3 for the representatives from national Citizens’ Panels or events; 2 each for the
Committee of Regions and the Economic and Social Committee; 1 or 2 for the social partners; 1
for  civil  society;  and  1  for  elected  members  of  local  and  regional  authorities,  as  well  as
representatives from the European Citizens' Panels. Due to the thematic setup of the Working
Groups  and  the  European  Citizens’  Panels,  the  Working  Groups  dealing  with  “Stronger
economy, social justice, jobs”, “Education, youth, culture, sport”, and “Digital transformation”
should have 6 or 7 representatives from European Citizens’ Panels, while all other Working
Groups should have 10.
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Where can I find more information? 
 
 
All information on the Conference on the Future of Europe is available on the Multilingual Digital
Platform.
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