
 
MEPs call for stronger EU action against cancer
 

Parliament’s Special Committee on Beating Cancer adopted its final proposals on how to
strengthen the EU’s role in the fight against cancer.
 
In the report adopted on Thursday by 29 votes in favour, one against and 4 abstentions, MEPs
said that the implementation of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan is a first step towards a real
European Health Union. The comprehensive strategy addressing cancer at EU level should
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• Reducing inequalities in all aspects of cancer prevention and care

• Putting patients first in a comprehensive and coordinated strategy to beat cancer

• Building more resilient health systems in light of the ongoing COVID-19 health crisis
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https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/default/files/non_communicable_diseases/docs/eu_cancer-plan_en.pdf


serve as a model for other non-communicable diseases, MEPs add.
 
Key recommendations put  forward by the Special  Committee on Beating Cancer  (BECA)
include facilitating access to cross-border health care and clinical trials for cancer patients,
extending the use of joint procurement procedures, managing shortages of cancer medicines,
guaranteeing the “Right to be Forgotten” as well as ensuring equal access to innovative cancer
drugs and treatments. Details on the main calls for action are available here.
 
Impact of COVID-19 on cancer patients
 
The main lessons learnt from the public consultation held by BECA on the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on cancer care in the EU are also incorporated in the report. They include calls for
EU prevention  and management  plans,  as  part  of  building  more  resilient  national  health
systems, to prevent and address shortages of medicines, devices, products and staff in times of
health crises, with a focus on vulnerable groups.
 
Quotes
 
BECA Chair  Bartosz Arłukowicz (EPP, PL) said:  “We cannot allow the unequal  access to
diagnosis and treatment to persist. A woman with breast cancer in one country should not have
25% less chance of surviving cancer than a woman with the same cancer in another country. If
we can co-finance building bridges, roads and museums together, as a Union, then we can
surely start fighting the biggest killer of our times, cancer. If we work together, if we pool our
resources, we can really beat cancer!”
 
BECA Rapporteur Véronique Trillet-Lenoir (Renew Europe, FR) said: “Our main lever of action
is based on ambitious, multidisciplinary, independent,  coordinated and adequately funded
European research, relying heavily on data sharing and artificial intelligence. Prevention, care
and research will be ensured by a European Knowledge Centre, which constitutes a virtual
“European Cancer Institute”. EU member states could formalise their commitment to quality
practices through a "European Cancer Patients’ Charter", a programme of exchanges of good
practice and shared training, guaranteeing solidarity and sustainable cooperation.”
 
Next steps
 
Parliament’s plenary is expected to adopt the report in early 2022.
 
Background
 
In  June  2020,  the  European  Parliament’s  plenary  approved  the  creation  of  the  Special
Committee on Beating Cancer (BECA), made up of 34 full members. The committee organised
an unprecedented consultation process through a series of public hearings, with almost 90 high-
level experts who updated members on the latest cancer developments and insights, and
provided policy recommendations based on their knowledge and experience on the ground.
Members also exchanged views with national parliaments and with international organisations

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211209IPR19105/ep-calls-for-action-strengthening-europe-in-the-fight-against-cancer
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/BECA-CM-691277_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197492
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197593/VERONIQUE_TRILLET-LENOIR/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/beca/home/members
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/beca/events/events-hearings
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/turning-the-tide-on-cancer-the-national-/product-details/20210812EOT05823
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/strengthening-europe-in-the-fight-agains/product-details/20211102EOT06041


and experts. The committee’s mandate ends on 23 December 2021.
 

Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Results of the roll call votes on amendments and final vote will be published here
Profile of the rapporteur: Véronique Trillet-Lenoir (Renew Europe, FR)
Procedure file
Background notes prepared by the Beating Cancer Committee ahead of its hearings
BECA COVID-19 consultation: “Lessons from a public health crisis: Impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on cancer care”
Special Committee on Beating Cancer
Free photos, video and audio material - fight against cancer
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