
 
European Parliament Press Kit for the European
Council of 25-26 February 2021
 
In this press kit, you will find a selection of the European Parliament’s press releases
that show MEPs’ priorities in relation to topics on the summit agenda.
 
Additional information, including contact details for the MEPs involved, can be found on the
European Parliament’s website.
 
European Parliament President, David Sassoli, will represent the European Parliament at the
summit and:
 
- address the heads of state or government at 15:00
 
- hold a press conference at around 15:30. More information here.
 
On 25 and 26 February, EU leaders will  meet via video conference to discuss the current
situation of  the COVID-19 pandemic and the EU’s response, focusing in particular on the
authorisation, production and distribution of vaccines and the movement of persons. They will
also address security and defence policy and EU relations with the Southern Neighbourhood.
 
Contacts 
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Roberto CUILLO
Spokesperson of the President

(+32) 2 28 32494 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 72340 (STR)
(+32) 470 89 25 92
roberto.cuillo@europarl.europa.eu
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210222IPR98330/press-conference-by-ep-president-sassoli-on-eu-summit-and-covid-19


Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
EP Spokesperson and Director General for Communication

(+32) 2 28 43000 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74705 (STR)
(+32) 496 59 94 76
jaume.duch@europarl.europa.eu

Neil CORLETT
Head of the Press Unit

(+32) 2 28 42077 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74167 (STR)
(+32) 470 89 16 63
neil.corlett@europarl.europa.eu
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Vaccine supplies 
Members  of  the  Environment  and  Public  Health  and  the  Industry,  Research  and  Energy
committees will debate today (Thursday, 25 February) how to increase capacity and improve
delivery of COVID-19 vaccines with Commissioners Breton and Kyriakides and representatives
of the pharmaceutical industry involved in developing, manufacturing and deploying vaccines.
More information here.
 
In a plenary debate with the Portuguese Presidency and Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen on 10 February, Parliament called for urgent measures to ramp up vaccine production in
order to meet citizens’  expectations.  MEPs also pushed for  a fact-based approach to the
vaccine rollout to avoid disinformation. Data on the number of vaccine doses supplied and the
vaccination schedules for each country must be transparent and provided on a monthly basis
until  the  summer,  they  said,  and  deplored  that  only  a  limited  number  of  countries  have
communicated  their  vaccination  figures.
 
MEPs to contact
 
Pascal CANFIN (Renew, France), Chair of the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
(ENVI) Committee
 
Christian-Silviu  BUŞOI  (EPP,  Romania),  Chair  of  Industry,  Research and Energy  (ITRE)
Committee  and rapporteur  on  EU4Health.
 
.
 
Further information
MEPs to quiz CEOs of vaccine companies

COVID-19 vaccination, MEPs call for EU and global solidarity

MEPs urge EU countries to be transparent about their COVID-19 vaccine supplies

Vaccines against COVID-19
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210219IPR98208/covid-19-meps-to-quiz-ceos-of-vaccine-companies
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210204IPR97104/covid-19-vaccination-meps-call-for-eu-and-global-solidarity
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210203IPR97001/meps-urge-eu-countries-to-be-transparent-about-their-covid-19-vaccine-supplies
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96711/PASCAL_CANFIN/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38420/CRISTIAN-SILVIU_BUSOI/home
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Foreign policy, Security and Defence 
The COVID-19 pandemic is a wake-up call for Europe, which needs a stronger, more united and
more assertive foreign and security policy, MEPs highlighted in their  annual report on the
implementation of the Common Foreign and Security Policy, adopted on 20 January. The EU
has to be able to defend its interests and values and champion a rules-based international order
that  guarantees multilateralism,  democracy and human rights,  they  say.  To increase the
effectiveness of the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy, MEPs call on member states to urgently
consider whether decisions should be taken by majority and not unanimity, at least on human
rights issues and sanctions.
 
In their annual report on the implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy, also
adopted on 20 January, MEPs underline the vital need to intensify the EU’s efforts to be more
strategically autonomous. They urge the Commission to present and implement an ambitious
strategic work programme for the European Defence Fund designed to strengthen collaborative
actions and cross-border cooperation throughout the EU as well as facilitate military mobility.
 
The  Chair  of  the  Security  and  Defence  Subcommittee,  Nathalie  Loiseau  (Renew,  FR),
welcomed  the  five-year  extension  of  the  New  START  Treaty  between  the  new  US
administration and Russia. “The New START has been instrumental in upholding strategic
stability and security in Europe and worldwide. By limiting strategic nuclear weapons in a
verifiable manner, this bilateral arms control agreement introduces legally-binding constraints on
the world’s two largest nuclear arsenals and provides clarity on the strategic arms held by both
signatories. In this way, the Treaty helps prevent a new arms race and strategic instability”, she
said.
 
MEPs to contact:
 
David MCALLISTER (EPP, Germany), Chair of Foreign Affairs (AFET) Committee.
 
Sven MIKSER (S&D, Estonia), Rapporteur on Common Defence and Security Policy (CDSP).
 
Nathalie Loiseau (Renew, FR), Chair of the Security and Defence Subcommittee
 
.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210114IPR95628/foreign-and-security-policy-meps-call-for-unity-and-strategic-autonomy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210114IPR95628/foreign-and-security-policy-meps-call-for-unity-and-strategic-autonomy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124806/DAVID_MCALLISTER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197497/SVEN_MIKSER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197494/NATHALIE_LOISEAU/home


Further information

MEPs call for unity and strategic autonomy on foreign and security policy

Chair of Subcommittee on Security and Defence (SEDE) welcomes extension of the new
START Treaty
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