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Council of 25-26 March 2021
 
In this press kit, you will find a selection of the European Parliament’s press releases
that show MEPs’ priorities in relation to topics on the summit agenda.
 
Additional information, including contact details for the MEPs involved, can be found on the
European Parliament’s website.
 
European Parliament President David Sassoli will represent the European Parliament at the
summit and:
 
- address the heads of state or government at 13:00;
 
- hold a press conference at around 14:30. More information here.
 
On 25 and 26 March, EU leaders will meet via video conference to discuss the response to the
COVID-19  pandemic,  the  Single  Market,  industrial  policy,  digital  transformation  and  the
economy,  the  situation  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  and  relations  with  Russia.
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Response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
Response to the COVID-19 pandemic
 
On Tuesday 23 March, MEPs quizzed the European Commission and the European Medicines
Agency (EMA) on latest developments concerning the authorisation and purchase of vaccines.
The Executive Director  of  the EMA, Emer Cooke,  updated Members of  the Public  Health
Committee on the evaluation and authorisation process. MEPs asked about the timeframe to
approve future vaccines, the results of monitoring the long-term efficacy of existing vaccines, as
well  as the recent investigation linked to the AstraZeneca vaccine. MEPs expressed their
concerns regarding the slow rollout in the member states, and quizzed the EMA on the status of
approving  new  EU  manufacturing  sites  and  maximising  the  use  of  doses.  Emer  Cooke
reiterated the EMA’s commitment to applying the same standards when authorising vaccines,
irrespective of their origin.
 
On transparency of contracts, Sandra Gallina, the Commission’s Director-General for Health
and Food Safety (SANTE), was quizzed by Members of the Budgetary Control Committee on
the eight advanced purchase agreements on vaccines concluded by the Commission. MEPs
questioned Ms Gallina on whether pharmaceutical companies are delivering on the contracts,
the possible advantages of patent liberalisation, distribution of doses, fake vaccines available on
the market, and making the cost of vaccines transparent. MEPs also raised the controversial
issue of the contract with AstraZeneca. The Director-General confirmed that the company has
not  even  delivered  a  quarter  of  the  vaccines  agreed  in  advance  with  the  EU.  She  also
committed  to  use  all  means  available  to  reverse  this  situation.
 
Last week, the Environment and Public Health Committee debated with experts on the efficacy
of vaccines against mutations of the COVID-19 virus. MEPs lamented the lack of data available
on the efficacy of administered vaccines. Certain member states have little or no capacity to
analyse virus samples (“genomic sequencing”), many MEPs said, which means the spread of
variants and their impact cannot be adequately monitored. Members also quizzed the experts
on the role of vaccination certificates, and on the safety and side effects of existing vaccines.
 
MEPs to contact:
 
Pascal CANFIN (Renew, France), Chair of the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
(ENVI) Committee.
 
Monika HOHLMEIER (EPP, Germany), Chair of the Budgetary Control (CONT) Committee.
 
.
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Further information

COVID-19 vaccines: MEPs quiz top officials on authorisation and contracts

MEPs share concerns about COVID-19 variants

Vaccines against COVID-19
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EU relations with Turkey 
Yesterday, the European Parliament standing rapporteur for Turkey, Nacho Sánchez Amor
(S&D, ES)  and the Chair  of  the EU-Turkey parliamentary  delegation,  Sergey Lagodinsky
(Greens/EFA, DE), issued a statement ahead of the European Council meeting in which EU
leaders are expected to discuss EU-Turkey relations. “We are extremely concerned about the
recent omissions of the pressing human rights and rule of law dimension from the agenda of the
Council when dealing with the EU’s relationship with Turkey. In recent days, we have witnessed
a relentless set of actions being taken by the Government of Turkey that seriously affect human
rights and rule of law in the country. This included withdrawing from the Istanbul Convention that
aims to combat all forms of violence against women, the move towards banning the second
largest opposition party HDP, a new sentence against the latter’s former co-Chair, Selahattin
Demirtaş, in blatant disregard of rulings by the European Court of Human Rights. In addition,
HDP MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu was stripped of his parliamentary seat and was subsequently
arrested on the premises of the Turkish Parliament”, they stated ahead of the EU leaders’
meeting.
 
“We notice with astonishment the European Commission and European Council Presidents’
meeting with President Erdogan seemingly without putting the human rights situation at the core
of the discussion”, MEPs added. “Furthermore, we believe that the Joint Communication on the
state  of  play  of  EU-Turkey relations published on Monday should  do more than factually
describe the human rights situation in the country”. “The duty to defend and promote a foreign
policy based on principles and values, as enshrined in Article 21 of the Treaty on EU, is equally
binding for all EU institutions, and particularly for the Council. We strongly support all efforts
aimed at de-escalating tensions in the Eastern Mediterranean and between the EU, its member
states and Turkey, as we firmly believe in the need to have the best possible relationship with
Turkey. However, and particularly because Turkey is not just a third country, but a candidate
country to the EU, this cannot be pursued at any cost. Human rights and the rule of law should
not be sacrificed on the altar of realpolitik”, the statement concluded.
 
MEPs to contact:
 
Nacho SANCHEZ AMOR (S&D, Spain), European Parliament's Standing Rapporteur for Turkey
 
Sergey LAGODINSKY (The Greens/EFA, Germany), Chair of the Delegation to the EU-Turkey
Joint Parliamentary Committee
 
.
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Further information

Leading MEPs condemn another example of crackdown on the opposition in Turkey

European Parliament's Delegation to the EU-Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)

Background

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

6 I 10

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210317IPR00117/leading-meps-condemn-another-example-of-crackdown-on-the-opposition-in-turkey
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210317IPR00117/leading-meps-condemn-another-example-of-crackdown-on-the-opposition-in-turkey
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210317IPR00117/leading-meps-condemn-another-example-of-crackdown-on-the-opposition-in-turkey
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210317IPR00117/leading-meps-condemn-another-example-of-crackdown-on-the-opposition-in-turkey
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210317IPR00117/leading-meps-condemn-another-example-of-crackdown-on-the-opposition-in-turkey
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-tr/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-tr/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-tr/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-tr/home


EU relations with US 
On  January  20,  MEPs  welcomed  the  inauguration  of  Joe  Biden’s  Administration  as  an
opportunity for Europe to strengthen EU-US ties and tackle common challenges and threats to
the democratic  system.  The European Parliament  debated in  the plenary  on the political
situation in the United States with European Council President Charles Michel and European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.
 
MEPs to contact:
 
Radosław SIKORSKI (EPP, Poland), Chair of the Delegation for relations with United States.
 
David McALLISTER (EPP, Germany), Chair of the Foreign Affairs (AFET) Committee.
 
 
 
.
 
Further information

New US President: MEPs hope for a new dawn in transatlantic ties
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Industrial policy, SMEs and digital transformation 
Parliament advocates a shift in the EU’s approach to industrial policy, to help businesses cope
with the crisis and face the digital and environmental twin transitions. In a report adopted last
November, MEPs call on the Commission to come up with a revised industrial strategy, as the
original strategy, published in March 2020, coincided with the early days of the COVID-19
pandemic and came out before the Next Generation EU plan was set up. It could therefore not
take into account the impact of the pandemic on European industries. The new strategy should
have two distinct phases: one focusing on recovery and the other on reconstruction and building
resilience.
 
In particular, MEPs stress that the new strategy should help the EU achieve climate-neutrality,
deliver on the European Green Deal, manage the twin green and digital transitions and create
high-quality  jobs.  MEPs  also  highlight  the  importance  of  a  research-based  European
pharmaceutical industry to safeguard high-quality manufacturing and guarantee affordable
medicines for all patients in need. They call again for a plan to mitigate the risk of medicine
shortages.
 
Parliament requested appropriate measures to help small and medium-sized enterprises deal
with the crisis and the twin challenges of digitalisation and decarbonisation, in a report adopted
last December. The report highlights the need to update the European Commission’s SME
strategy in the light of the COVID-19 crisis while continuing to focus on advancing the transition
toward  a  socially,  economically  and  environmentally  resilient  society  and  a  competitive
economy.  MEPs call  for  the SME Strategy to  be aligned with  the Industrial  Strategy,  the
European Data Strategy and the European Green Deal, in order to actively involve and support
all SMEs in the twin transition.
 
Concerning the European strategy for  data  as  a  source of  growth and innovation,  MEPs
reiterated that should be tapped into, under a scheme based on fundamental rights, privacy and
transparency.  In  a report  adopted last  month in  response to the European Commission’s
communication, MEPs from the Industry, Research and Energy Committee (ITRE) advocate for
interoperable,  EU-wide data governance and a human-centric  data society,  based on EU
values, where citizens should have full control of their own data and be empowered to take
decisions over them. Moreover, the COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the role and need of high-
quality, real-time databases, information and data sharing. The creation of data-driven public
services  for  citizens  and  businesses  needs  to  be  supported  and  technological  lock-ins,
especially in public procurements, should be avoided. It is crucial to speed up the creation of a
Common European Health Data Space, they say.
 
MEPs to contact:
 
Carlo CALENDA (S&D, Italy), rapporteur on Industrial Strategy.
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Cristian-Silviu BUŞOI (EPP, Romania), Chair of the Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
Committee.
 
Paolo BORCHIA (ID, Italy), rapporteur on SMEs.
 
Miapetra KUMPULA-NATRI (S&D, Finland).
 
.
 
Further information

MEPs set out blueprint for a new Industrial strategy

Tap into the potential of the data economy for better services and jobs, say MEPs

MEP’s blueprint for SMEs in post-COVID recovery
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Digital taxation 
MEPs called for a reset of outdated international tax rules, including setting up a minimum
effective corporate tax rate, adding that the EU should go it alone if global negotiations fail. The
calls come in the form of a resolution adopted by MEPs on the Economic and Monetary Affairs
Committee on 23 March.
 
To  remedy  the  existing  discrepancies  and  increase  fairness,  MEPs  make  a  number  of
suggestions, such as a minimum effective tax rate to be set at a fair and sufficient level to
discourage profit shifting and prevent damaging tax competition. They also call for a reallocation
of taxing rights to reflect that the way businesses interact with users and consumers as a result
of digitalisation significantly contributes to value creation in highly digitalised business models.
Finally, MEPs insist that the EU should develop its own fall-back position, which would kick in if
global negotiations do not yield results by the end of the year. As a first step, this fall-back
position would include a digital services tax. The resolution will now be tabled for a plenary vote,
expected at the end of April.
 
MEPs to contact:
 
Andreas SCHWAB (EPP, Germany), rapporteur on Digital taxation.
 
Martin HLAVACEK (Renew, Czechia), rapporteur on Digital taxation.
 
.
 
Further information

MEPs lay out plans for a tax system fit for the digital age

COVID-19 provides unique opportunity to reform tax systems

Better cooperation between national authorities on taxation of digital trading
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