
 

Newsletter
24-25 March 2021  plenary session
 
MEPs set to clear another hurdle for the COVID-19 recovery plan 
Parliament will vote on three laws on implementing the EU’s Own Resources system,
paving the way for its reform and the introduction of new sources of EU revenue.
 
 
Digital Green Certificate: Parliament set to decide this week to fast-
track approval 
On Thursday, MEPs will decide whether to use the urgent procedure for the proposed
Digital Green Certificate. The debate will take place on Wednesday afternoon.
 
 
Parliament to call for measures to urgently reduce marine litter 
To reduce ocean waste, MEPs are set to call for more restrictions on single-use
plastics and sustainable materials specially designed for fishing gear.
 
 
The EU needs a new approach towards Africa, MEPs are set to say 
Europe and Africa must move away from a donor-recipient relationship, MEPs are set
to say as they vote on their vision for the future of the two continents.
 
 
MEPs to call for common criteria for safe travel 
Tourism must be included in national recovery plans, while EU criteria for safe travel
should be part of a new EU strategy on tourism. 
 
 
Parliament prepared to take legal action to protect the budget, MEPs
set to say 
On Thursday, MEPs will vote on a resolution warning that they will take the
Commission to court if it fails to protect the EU’s budget and values.
 
 
MEPs to highlight the potential of the data economy for jobs 
The EU should tap into increasing volumes of data as a source of growth and
innovation, says a report to be put to the vote on Thursday.
 
 
Enlargement: MEPs assess progress in Albania, Kosovo, North
Macedonia and Serbia
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On Thursday, MEPs will discuss and vote on reforms that the four Western Balkan
countries need to undertake on their way to possible future EU membership.
 
 
Parliament wants air quality standards for all air pollutants that affect
health 
MEPs will debate and vote on whether member states are abiding by EU laws on air
quality and are set to call for rules to be better enforced to reduce pollution.
 
 
MEPs to discuss the EU summit on COVID-19, digital transition,
Turkey, and Russia 
On Wednesday, MEPs will exchange views on topics to be discussed at the 25-26
March EU summit with the Portuguese Presidency of the Council and the European
Commission.
 
 
Rule of law in Malta and the assassination of Daphne Caruana
Galizia 
MEPs will exchange views with the Commission on the latest developments in the case
that highlighted organised crime, corruption and a lack of media freedom in Malta.
 
 
EU budget for 2022 must focus on recovery from the COVID-19 crisis 
Parliament will debate and vote on its guidelines for next year’s EU budget, which will
be significantly boosted by the Recovery Instrument “Next Generation EU”.
 
 
COVID-19 recovery: MEPs to vote on revised capital market rules 
MEPs are set to adopt the final pieces of the Capital Markets Recovery Package that
will promote lending to businesses and households, which is vital for economic
recovery.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-03-24

 
 
Newsletter - 24-25 March 2021 -  plenary session
 

13

15

17

18

19

21

22

Further information
Final draft agenda
Follow the plenary live
EbS+
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-03-24
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?d=20210324&lv=ALL
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/ebs/both/20210325
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
http://www.epnewshub.eu
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MEPs set to clear another hurdle for the COVID-
19 recovery plan
 
Parliament will vote on three laws on implementing the
EU’s Own Resources system, paving the way for its reform
and the introduction of new sources of EU revenue.
 
MEPs will debate and vote on three regulations dealing with the implementation of the reformed
system of EU revenue. The laws will work in conjunction with the key Own Resources Decision
(ORD), approved by Parliament in September and by Council in December 2020, currently in
the process of being ratified by the member states (ratification tracker here). The ORD will also
enable the EU to borrow €750 billion for the “Next Generation EU” recovery plan.
 
The three laws include provisions on calculating and simplifying the EU’s revenue, on managing
cash flow,  and on monitoring and inspection rights.  These are  needed to  ensure the EU
budget’s  reformed revenue side continues to  function smoothly.
 
Through these votes, Parliament will speed up the reform of the EU’s revenue, allowing the
“Next Generation EU” recovery fund, worth €750 billion, to be used. In addition, new sources of
revenue will provide new financing for the EU budget, such as a levy on plastic, and help repay
the debt created by the recovery fund. MEPs are expected to appeal to EU countries to ratify
the “Own Resources Decision” as soon as possible.
 
More information on implementing the ORD is available here
 
Procedure: Two consultation procedures and one consent procedure
 
2018/0131(NLE) 
 
2018/0132(APP) 
 
  2018/0133(NLE)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March
 
Vote: Wednesday 24 March and Thursday 25 March
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.424.01.0001.01.ENG
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86815/vote-on-own-resources-meps-clear-way-for-covid-19-recovery-plan
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/treaties-agreements/agreement/?id=2020025&DocLanguage=en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690519
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0131(NLE)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0132(APP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0133(NLE)


Further information
Draft reports
Press release on committee vote (17.03.2021)

Profile of co-rapporteur José Manuel Fernandes (EPP, PT)

Profile of co-rapporteur Valérie Hayer (RENEW, FR)

EP In-depth analysis: Reform of the EU own resources

Recent (17.03.2021) BUDG hearing on Own Resources, including statements by the co-
rapporteurs

Procedure file (“Making available” regulation)

Procedure file (Implementing measures for the system of own resources of the European
Union)

Procedure file (Collection of own resources accruing from value added tax)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/all-reports.html?orderBy=reference
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210312IPR99822/meps-clear-another-hurdle-for-the-covid-19-recovery-plan
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210312IPR99822/meps-clear-another-hurdle-for-the-covid-19-recovery-plan
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96899
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96899
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/135511
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/135511
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)690963
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)690963
https://twitter.com/EP_Budgets/status/1372218704335925252
https://twitter.com/EP_Budgets/status/1372218704335925252
https://twitter.com/EP_Budgets/status/1372218704335925252
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0131(NLE)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0131(NLE)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0132(APP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0132(APP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0132(APP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0133(NLE)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0133(NLE)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-multiannual-financial-framework-2021-2027_17402_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-multiannual-financial-framework-2021-2027_17402_pk


Digital Green Certificate: Parliament set to
decide this week to fast-track approval
 
On Thursday, MEPs will decide whether to use the urgent
procedure for the proposed Digital Green Certificate. The
debate will take place on Wednesday afternoon.
 
The Commission tabled the proposal for the regulation creating the Digital Green Certificate on
17 March 2021, suggesting that it should be adopted before the summer. The proposal aims to
facilitate safe, free movement inside the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic. It would include
information on whether a traveller has been vaccinated against COVID-19, if they have received
a negative COVID-19 test result and information on any previous COVID-19 infections.
 
MEPs will debate the Digital Green Certificate for this first time on Wednesday afternoon, and
decide how to steer this file through Parliament and if the urgent procedure should be used on
Thursday.
 
Procedure: Urgency procedure decision
 
2021/0068(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March
 
Vote and result: Thursday 25 March
 
 
 
Further information
Procedure File:
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Home
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/en_green_certif_just_reg130_final.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2019-07-02-RULE-163_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0068(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0068(COD)&l=en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/preparation-of-the-european-council-meeting-of-25-and-26-march-2021-extracts-from-the-debate_I203593-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/preparation-of-the-european-council-meeting-of-25-and-26-march-2021-extracts-from-the-debate_I203593-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/preparation-of-the-european-council-meeting-of-25-and-26-march-2021-extracts-from-the-debate_I203593-V_v


Parliament to call for measures to urgently
reduce marine litter
 
To reduce ocean waste, MEPs are set to call for more
restrictions on single-use plastics and sustainable
materials specially designed for fishing gear.
 
In a report to be adopted on Thursday, MEPs are set to stress that marine litter, and especially
micro and nano plastic, “poses a serious threat to a number of marine animal species”, as well
as to fishermen and consumers. The text highlights that an average consumer of Mediterranean
shellfish ingests around 11 000 fragments of plastic every year. The fishing sector is estimated
to lose between 1 and 5% of its revenue because of marine pollution.
 
The fisheries sector should boost the circular economy by collecting, recycling, upcycling and
finding a better design for fishing gear, Parliament is expected to say. Fisheries and aquaculture
waste accounts for 27% of marine litter, MEPs add, and only 1.5% of fishing gear is currently
recycled.
 
Procedure: Own Initiative Report
 
 2019/2160(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March 2021
 
Vote result: Thursday, 25 March 
 
 
 
Further information
Report
on the impact on fisheries of marine litter
Profile of the rapporteur: Catherine CHABAUD (Renew, FR)

Committee on Fisheries
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20210128STO96607/how-the-eu-wants-to-achieve-a-circular-economy-by-2050
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2019/2160(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0030_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0030_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197505/CATHERINE_CHABAUD/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197505/CATHERINE_CHABAUD/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pech/home/highlights
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ocean-protection_18105_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ocean-protection_18105_pk


The EU needs a new approach towards Africa,
MEPs are set to say
 
Europe and Africa must move away from a donor-recipient
relationship, MEPs are set to say as they vote on their
vision for the future of the two continents.
 
The draft strategy adopted by the Committee on Development emphasises the need to go
beyond  simply  cooperating  on  issues  such  as  the  green  transition,  energy,  the  digital
transformation, sustainable jobs, good governance and migration. Human development must be
central to future EU-Africa relations, underline MEPs. Africa and the EU must cooperate as
equals, empowering African nations to attain the UN Sustainable Development Goals, stresses
the report to be discussed on Wednesday and put to the vote on Thursday.
 
Background
 
In 2020, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced the EU-Africa
relationship would be renewed. Fostering the relationship with Africa is one of the Portuguese
Presidency of the Council’s key foreign policy goals.
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March
 
Vote and result: Thursday, 25 March
 
2020/2041(INI)
 
 
Further information
Draft report

Rapporteur: Chrysoula Zacharopoulou (Renew, FR)

EU-Africa strategy in the Parliament: legislative train

Procedure file
Statement of the committee chair on EU-Africa relations: time for a fresh start (09.03.2020)
EP Research Service: A comprehensive EU strategy for Africa (June 2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/presidency/presidency-of-the-council
https://www.2021portugal.eu/en/presidency/presidency-of-the-council
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2041(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0017_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0017_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197499/CHRYSOULA_ZACHAROPOULOU/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197499/CHRYSOULA_ZACHAROPOULOU/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-stronger-europe-in-the-world/file-towards-a-comprehensive-strategy-with-africa
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-stronger-europe-in-the-world/file-towards-a-comprehensive-strategy-with-africa
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2041(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200309IPR74443/eu-africa-relations-time-for-a-fresh-start
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/603506/EXPO_BRI(2020)603506_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/603506/EXPO_BRI(2020)603506_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-africa_18104_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-africa_18104_pk


MEPs to call for common criteria for safe travel
 
Tourism must be included in national recovery plans, while
EU criteria for safe travel should be part of a new EU
strategy on tourism. 
 
Parliament  will  debate  on  Wednesday  and  vote  on  Thursday  on  a  draft  resolution  on
establishing an EU strategy for sustainable tourism. MEPs will urge EU countries to include the
tourism and travel sectors in their recovery plans and to consider temporarily reducing VAT on
these services.
 
A common vaccination certificate should facilitate travel and act as an alternative to PCR tests
and quarantine requirements, MEPs say. This could be set up once there is sufficient evidence
that those who have been vaccinated do not transmit the virus.
 
The draft text also calls on member states to fully implement common criteria for safe travel
without  delay.  These should include an EU Health  and Safety  protocol  for  testing before
departure, and establish that quarantine requirements should be applied only as a last resort.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2020/2038(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday 24 March
 
Vote and result: Thursday 25 March
 
Further information
EP draft resolution on establishing an EU strategy for sustainable tourism

Interview with the rapporteur Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar (EPP, PT)

Press release on committee vote (25.02.2021)

Procedure file

Re-open EU

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2038(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0033_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0033_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/tran-committee---vote-on-establishing-an-eu-strategy-for-sustainable-tourism-ambiance-shots-of-the-meeting-statement-by-cludia-monteiro-de-aguiar-epppt-rapporteur_I202427-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/tran-committee---vote-on-establishing-an-eu-strategy-for-sustainable-tourism-ambiance-shots-of-the-meeting-statement-by-cludia-monteiro-de-aguiar-epppt-rapporteur_I202427-V_v
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210219IPR98210/tourism-meps-advocate-common-criteria-for-safe-and-clean-travel
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210219IPR98210/tourism-meps-advocate-common-criteria-for-safe-and-clean-travel
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2038(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2038(INI)&l=en
https://reopen.europa.eu/en
https://reopen.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak-impact-on-economic-situation_17602_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/coronavirus-outbreak-impact-on-economic-situation_17602_pk


Parliament prepared to take legal action to
protect the budget, MEPs set to say
 
On Thursday, MEPs will vote on a resolution warning that
they will take the Commission to court if it fails to protect
the EU’s budget and values.
 
MEPs  underline  the  importance  of  protecting  the  NextGenerationEU recovery  fund  and
safeguarding the EU’s values, stressing that the rules must be applied and “cannot be subject to
the adoption of guidelines”, which the Commission has stated that it is preparing. The draft text
highlights  that,  in  any  event,  these  guidelines  must  be  ready  by  1  June  2021,  and  that
Parliament should be consulted prior to their adoption. If the Commission does not fulfil  its
obligations and does not  provide Parliament  with  information by  1  June,  Parliament  “will
consider this to constitute a failure to act” and subsequently take legal action under Article 265
TFEU.
 
Background
 
During last session’s debate, MEPs stressed that Parliament will use all means at its disposal if
the Commission fails to fulfil its obligations to act independently and use the new mechanism to
protect the EU budget.  Highlighting once again that the new rules entered into force on 1
January 2021, almost all speakers reiterated that the Regulation is legally binding, in contrast to
the European Council’s conclusions on the matter, which carry no legal effect.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
2021/2582(RSP)
 
Vote: Wednesday, 24 March (amendments) & Thursday, 25 March (final vote)
 
 
 
Further information
EP Research Service - Protection of the Union's budget in case of 'rule of law' deficiencies
(December 2020)

Legislative train
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/teu_2012/art_2/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2020%3A433I%3AFULL#LI2020433EN.01000101.doc
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12016E265
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12016E265
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210304IPR99233/meps-warn-commission-to-activate-rule-of-law-mechanism-without-delay
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201215IPR94024/rule-of-law-mechanism-applies-without-further-delay-as-of-1-january-meps-stress
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/47296/1011-12-20-euco-conclusions-en.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/2582(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659409
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659409
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)659409
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-new-boost-for-jobs-growth-and-investment/file-mff-protection-of-eu-budget-in-case-of-rule-of-law-deficiencies
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


MEPs to highlight the potential of the data
economy for jobs
 
The EU should tap into increasing volumes of data as a
source of growth and innovation, says a report to be put to
the vote on Thursday.
 
For European businesses, universities and research to be globally competitive, an EU-wide
strategy that enables the free flow of data within the EU is needed, MEPs are set to say. A data
society must be set up that is built on rights and EU values such as privacy, transparency and
respect of fundamental rights, leading to better and automated real-time services, sustainable
growth  and  high-quality  jobs.  Citizens  should  have  full  control  over  their  data  and  be
empowered  to  take  decisions  about  it,  MEPs  stress.
 
The text to be voted on by MEPs on Thursday is a response to the European Commission’s
communication on a European strategy for data.
 
General Data Protection Regulation
 
On  Thursday  morning,  MEPs  will  also  discuss  the  implementation  of  the  General  Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) with the Commission, two years after it took effect. A resolution
will be put to the vote later the same day in which MEPs are expected to call for the GDPR to be
implemented and enforced more effectively.
 
Statement by the Commission
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolutions
 
2020/2217(INI) - A European strategy for data
 
2020/2717(RSP) - General Data Protection Regulation
 
Debate and votes: Thursday, 25 March
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2217(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2717(RSP)&l=en


Further information
Draft report on a European strategy for data

Press release on committee vote (24.02.2021)

Profile of rapporteur Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D, FI)

Procedure file
-  A European strategy for data
Procedure File - General Data Protection Regulation
Legislative train schedule: a European Strategy for data
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Enlargement: MEPs assess progress in Albania,
Kosovo, North Macedonia and Serbia
 
On Thursday, MEPs will discuss and vote on reforms that
the four Western Balkan countries need to undertake on
their way to possible future EU membership.
 
In the reports on Albania, Kosovo, North Macedonia and Serbia, adopted in the Committee on
Foreign Affairs in February and March, MEPs took stock of the progress made by the four
countries in 2019/2020. They called for improvements in different areas such as the judiciary,
public administration, policy dialogue with the opposition and the fight against corruption and
organised crime. In some countries, good neighbourly relations and regional cooperation are a
precondition for the enlargement negotiations to start or to be deemed successful. In all of the
countries, progress needs to be made to foster an environment in which free media and civil
society can thrive. In addition, MEPs expressed concerns about disinformation and hybrid
threats, and stressed that the accession countries should continue aligning their foreign policy
with that of the EU.
 
After the announcement of the vote results on the amendments, the rapporteurs will hold press
conferences, at 13.30 (Kosovo and Serbia) and 14.30 (Albania and Macedonia).
 
Background
 
 
The enlargement reports are the European Parliament’s response to the annual Commission
reports on the candidate and the potential candidate countries for EU accession. Resolutions
adopted in plenary represent the European Parliament's official position as regards EU relations
with these countries.
 
Debates, votes, results: Thursday, 25 March
 
Procedure: INI - Own-initiative procedure
 
Press Conference:
 
- with the rapporters for Kosovo and Serbia, Thursday, 13.30
 
- with the rapporteurs for Albania and North Macedonia, Thursday, 14.30
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0041_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0031_EN.html
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Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: EU Enlargement - Western Balkans

Procedure file Albania 2019/2170(INI)

Procedure file Kosovo 2019/2172(INI)
Procedure file North Macedonia 2019/2174(INI)

Procedure file Serbia 2019/2175(INI)

EP Standing Rapporteur for Albania Isabel SANTOS (S&D, PT)

EP Standing Rapporteur for Kosovo Viola VON CRAMON-TAUBADEL (Greens/EFA, DE)
EP Standing Rapporteur for North Macedonia Ilhan KYUCHYUK (Renew, BG)

EP Standing Rapporteur for Serbia Vladimír BILČÍK (EPP, SK)
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Parliament wants air quality standards for all air
pollutants that affect health
 
MEPs will debate and vote on whether member states are
abiding by EU laws on air quality and are set to call for
rules to be better enforced to reduce pollution.
 
Air pollution is still  the number one environmental  health risk both in the EU and globally,
causing more than 400 000 premature deaths in Europe per year.
 
In the draft report on the implementation of the Ambient Air Quality (AAQ) Directives, MEPs call
on member states and the Commission to enforce already existing standards more effectively.
They are also expected to request that revised air quality standards should cover other non-
regulated pollutants that are proven to have a negative impact on health and the environment in
the EU, such as ultrafine particles, black carbon, mercury, and ammonia.
 
The debate will take place on Wednesday, and a resolution will be put to the vote on Thursday.
 
Background
 
The Commission fitness check of the AAQ Directives showed that they have been partially
effective in achieving their overall objectives of reducing air pollution and curbing its adverse
effects, but that EU air quality standards are still being breached, with a significant impact on
human health and the environment.
 
The Commission has announced a zero pollution action plan for water, air, and soil, as part of
the European Green Deal, to be published in May 2021.
 
Procedure: INI - Own-initiative procedure
 
2020/2091(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March 20.30
 
Vote: Thursday, 25 March
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/aqd_fitness_check_en.htm
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2091(INI)&l=en


Further information
Draft report on the implementation of the Ambient Air Quality Directives: Directive 2004/107/EC
and Directive 2008/50/EC

EP press release: “Air quality: Standards needed for all air pollutants with health impacts, say
MEPs” (04.03.2021)

Procedure file

EP Research Service: “EU policy on air quality: Implementation of selected EU legislation”
(18.01.2021)

European Commission: “Air Quality - Fitness Check of the AAQ Directives” (2019)

European Environment Agency: Air quality in Europe — 2020 report

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to discuss the EU summit on COVID-19,
digital transition, Turkey, and Russia
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will exchange views on topics to be
discussed at the 25-26 March EU summit with the
Portuguese Presidency of the Council and the European
Commission.
 
EU heads of state or government will meet via videoconference on 25 and 26 March. They will
discuss the EU’s coordinated response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in particular next steps,
issues relating to vaccination efforts, and the current epidemiological situation.
 
Following the Commission’s presentation of the Digital Compass that sets out targets for 2030,
the  European  Council  will  also  focus  on  the  Single  Market,  industrial  policy,  digital
transformation and the economy. On foreign affairs, EU leaders will  discuss relations with
Russia and a report by the High Representative and the Commission on EU-Turkey relations,
following the December 2020 conclusions of the European Council.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Procedure: Debate without resolution
 
2021/2585(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March
 
Further information
Draft Agenda of the European Council, 25-26 March 2021

The EU's response to the coronavirus

Digital Europe programme: MEPs strike deal with Council (14.12.2020)

Legislative Train: Digital Europe Programme 2021-2027

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/europes-digital-decade-digital-targets-2030_en
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-council-25-26-march-2021_18202_pk
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Rule of law in Malta and the assassination of
Daphne Caruana Galizia
 
MEPs will exchange views with the Commission on the
latest developments in the case that highlighted organised
crime, corruption and a lack of media freedom in Malta.
 
The debate will focus on criminal Vincent Muscat’s recent confession about the assassination of
Daphne Caruana Galizia, which has shed more light on the murder and led to further arrests
over  other  cases.  MEPs  are  expected  to  express  their  serious  concern  that  elected
representatives, government members and public officials were allegedly involved in multiple
instances of corruption and other major crimes.
 
Background
 
Daphne Caruana Galizia was a Maltese anti-corruption investigative journalist and blogger who
was murdered on 16 October 2017. She reported on government corruption, allegations of
money laundering and organised crime.
 
Commission statement followed by debate
 
Debate: Thursday, 25 March, Resolution to be put to the vote during the April session 
 
Further information
EP launches Caruana Galizia Prize for Journalism on anniversary of her murder (15.20.2020)
Malta: investigation risks being compromised while Prime Minister is in office (18.12.2019)

Malta and Slovakia: MEPs warn of lack of judicial independence and corruption (28.03.2019)

EP Research Service - Protecting EU common values within the Member States: An overview
of monitoring, prevention and enforcement mechanisms at EU level (25.09.2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

 (press freedom in Malta)
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•
•
•
•
•

EU budget for 2022 must focus on recovery from
the COVID-19 crisis
 
Parliament will debate and vote on its guidelines for next
year’s EU budget, which will be significantly boosted by
the Recovery Instrument “Next Generation EU”.
 
In their draft resolution, MEPs state that they want to put in place a “forward-looking budget that
will  be  instrumental  in  the  recovery  process”,  given  the  “particular  uncertainty  about  the
economic  outlook,  which  is  not  expected  to  recover  to  its  pre-pandemic  level  in  2022.”
 
The main priorities for next year’s EU budget set out in the draft resolution are:
 
 
 

a vibrant economy to boost investments and tackle unemployment; 
a strong European Health Union; 
meeting the challenge of the digital and green transitions; 
an inclusive recovery that focuses on the younger generation; 
ensuring a safe and prosperous environment for European citizens.
 

Background
 
In spring 2021, the Commission is expected to present its proposal for the 2022 budget, which
has to be agreed between Council and Parliament by the end of this year.
 
The budget guidelines are the first document that Parliament produces during the annual budget
procedure. It  sets out the direction that Parliament expects the Commission to take when
drawing up its budget proposal.
 
Procedure: Budgetary Initiative
 
2020/2265(BUI)
 
Debate: Wednesday 24 March
 
Vote: Thursday, 25 March
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0046_EN.html
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Further information
Draft report on general guidelines for the preparation of the 2022 budget, Section III –
Commission

Press release on committee vote (17.03.2021)

EP Research Service - “Parliament's guidelines for the 2022 EU budget: Section III – European
Commission”

EP background briefing - “Annual EU budgetary procedure: An introduction to the steps in the
EP”

Fact Sheets on the European Union - The budgetary procedure

Webpage of the 2022 budgetary procedure (including the calendar)

Profile of rapporteur : Karlo Ressler (EPP, HR)

Procedure file

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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COVID-19 recovery: MEPs to vote on revised
capital market rules
 
MEPs are set to adopt the final pieces of the Capital
Markets Recovery Package that will promote lending to
businesses and households, which is vital for economic
recovery.
 
Parliament will  debate on Wednesday and vote on Thursday on the Capital Requirements
Regulation and the General framework for securitisation. These both belong to the Capital
Markets Recovery Package, which is part of the EU’s overall COVID-19 recovery strategy.
 
Packaged loans converted into securities will free bank balance sheets of non-performing and
risky exposures, which will allow banks to issue more loans to businesses and households and
create new investment opportunities.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure, first reading agreement
 
2020/0151(COD) and 2020/0156(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 24 March
 
Vote: Thursday, 25 March
 
Further information
Procedure: Securitisation

Procedure: Prudential requirements (CRR)
Rapporteur on STS securitisation: Paul Tang (S&D, NL)

Rapporteur on prudential requirements (CRR): Othmar Karas (EPP, AT)

EP Research Service:

InvestEU programme - The EU's new investment support scheme
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 
Shaping digital education policy , debate Wednesday, vote Thursday, Victor Negrescu
 
Strengthening the international role of the euro, debate Wednesday, vote Thursday,  Maria
Danuta Hübner
 
Cohesion Policy  and regional  environment  strategies in  the fight  against  climate change,
debate Wednesday,  vote Thursday,  Tonino Picula
 
Control  of  exports,  transfer,  brokering,  technical  assistance and transit  of  dual-use items,
debate and vote Thursday,  Gregorová (COD)
 
Implementation of Directive 2009/81/EC, concerning procurement in the fields of defence and
security, and of Directive 2009/43/EC, concerning the transfer of defence-related products, vote
Wednesday, Andreas Schwab
 
Turkey's withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention, debate Thursday, no resolution
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