
 
MEPs share concerns about COVID-19 variants
 

On Monday, Members of the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee
debated with experts on the efficacy of vaccines against mutations of the COVID-19
virus.
 
Representatives from the European Medicines Agency (EMA), the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) updated MEPs on
the state of play of existing COVID-19 variants. They shared information regarding how effective
authorised vaccines are against different variants, and discussed global challenges and the
need for a global coordinated response to addressing variants.
 
MEPs  expressed  their  concerns  regarding  fast-spreading  variants,  especially  given  the
vaccination rate across the EU remains lower than expected. They lamented the lack of data
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available on the efficacy of administered vaccines. Certain member states have a low or no
capacity to analyse virus samples (“genomic sequencing”), many MEPs said, which means the
spread of variants and their impact cannot be adequately monitored. Members also quizzed the
experts  on  the  authorisation  process  for  updated  vaccines,  on  the  role  of  vaccination
certificates,  and  on  the  safety  and  side  effects  of  existing  vaccines.
 
During the meeting, Commission Deputy Director-General for Health Pierre Delsaux presented
the Commission’s  communication  on the HERA Incubator,  a  project  designed to  monitor
variants, exchange data and cooperate on adapting vaccines. The Commission has proposed to
amend the current regulatory procedure in order to allow for COVID-19 vaccines that  are
adapted to new variants to be approved more quickly.
 
You can watch the recording of the debate here and the video statement of Committee Chair,
Pascal Canfin (Renew, FR) here.
 
Background
 
All viruses – including SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19 – evolve over time. These
changes are called “mutations”. A virus with one or more new mutations is referred to as a
“variant” of the original virus. The ECDC’s latest risk assessment states that variants are more
easily transmitted and more severe. Existing licensed COVID-19 vaccines may therefore be
only partially effective or significantly less effective against a variant. For this reason, the risk
associated with further spread of COVID-19 is currently assessed as “high to very high”.
 
According to the WHO, COVID-19 vaccines currently being developed or already approved are
expected to provide at least some protection against new variants of the virus. In the event that
any of these vaccines prove to be less effective against one or more variants, the composition
of the vaccines can be adapted to protect against these variants.
 
Further information
Video statement by ENVI Chair, Pascal Canfin (Renew, FR) (15.03.2021)
Experts’ presentations (15.03.2021)
Regulatory requirements for vaccines intended to provide protection against variant strain(s) of
SARS-CoV-2 (EMA reflection paper) (25.02.2021)
Adapting COVID-19 vaccines to SARS-CoV-2 variants: guidance for vaccine manufacturers
(EMA) (25.02.2021)
Risk assessment: SARS-CoV-2 - increased circulation of variants of concern and vaccine
rollout in the EU/EEA, 14th update (ECDC) (15.02.2021)
Infographic: Mutation of SARS-CoV2 - current variants of concern (ECDC) (8.02.2021)
The effects of virus variants on COVID-19 vaccines (WHO) (1.03.2021)
Coronavirus: preparing Europe for the increased threat of variants (HERA Incubator -
European Commission) (17.02.2021)
Free photos, video and audio material related to EU vaccines strategy
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/committee-on-environment-public-health-and-food-safety_20210315-1330-COMMITTEE-ENVI_vd
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/envi---covid-19-variants-and-the-vaccines-efficacy-statement-by-pascal-canfin-renew-fr-envi-chair_I203284-V_v
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-risk-assessment-variants-vaccine-fourteenth-update-february-2021
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/envi---covid-19-variants-and-the-vaccines-efficacy-statement-by-pascal-canfin-renew-fr-envi-chair_I203284-V_v
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202103/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2021-0315_1&session=03-15-13-30
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/regulatory-requirements-vaccines-intended-provide-protection-against-variant-strains-sars-cov-2
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-risk-assessment-variants-vaccine-fourteenth-update-february-2021
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-infographic-mutations-current-variants-concern
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/the-effects-of-virus-variants-on-covid-19-vaccines
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_641
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_641
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-vaccine-strategy_17406_pk


Contacts 
 
 
Dana POPP
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 46330 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74903 (STR)
(+32) 470 95 17 07
dana.popp@europarl.europa.eu
envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Environment

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://twitter.com/EP_Environment

