
 
EU-Turkey at centre of plenary debate with
Presidents Michel and von der Leyen
 

MEPs champion women’s rights, express solidarity with President von der Leyen and
stress that Europe should speak with one voice on the world stage.
 
In a joint plenary debate with European Council President Charles Michel and Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen, MEPs assessed the outcome of the 25-26 March European
Council meeting, and the recent visit of the two Presidents to Ankara.
 
 

Press release
26-04-2021 - 21:17
20210422IPR02619

MEPs assessed the outcome of the March European Council and the recent EU-Turkey meeting in Ankara with Presidents Michel and von

der Leyen

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 3

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2021/03/25/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2021/03/25/


Several MEPs raised the EU’s actions in managing the COVID-19 pandemic - vaccinations in
particular - and other topics on the European Council agenda, but the vast majority of speakers
used their time to condemn the images of the Commission President being left without a seat in
Ankara next to her two male counterparts, as well as Turkey’s regressive stance on women’s
rights.
 
 
Charles Michel repeated his regret and apologised “to the Commission and to all offended” by
the incident,  saying the circumstances have led him to believe he should have acted in a
different manner. “I felt hurt, I felt alone, as a woman and as a European”, said Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen. Stressing the issue of gender inequality, she said that there are
many women who are not as privileged as her and whose voices cannot be heard.
 
 
MEPs unanimously condemned the incident, with a broad majority expressing their solidarity
with Ursula von der Leyen. Many speakers lambasted Turkey’s recent decision to leave the
Istanbul Convention, while others underlined that Europe should speak with one voice on the
world stage. The visit to Turkey should have sent a message of strength; instead, it showed
weakness and division, they said.
 
 
All speakers agreed that if Europe is going to enhance its cooperation with Turkey, it should do
so only in a proportionate and reversible manner. A large number of MEPs spoke against
Turkey’s aggression in the Eastern Mediterranean, and its backsliding on democratic values.
Some argued  that  the  EU needs  strong  measures  in  response  to  recent  developments,
questioning the EU’s plans to modernise its custom union with Turkey, while others called for
the formal suspension of Turkey’s accession process.
 
 
Watch the full debate here.
 
Further information
Statement of the members of the European Council (25.03.2021)
Steps of the procedure (2021/2599(RSP))
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=916ac75d-b51d-9790-89a3-d11adc20af48&date=20210426
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/03/25/statement-of-the-members-of-the-european-council-25-march-2021/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210419IPR02305/eu-turkey-relations-are-at-a-historic-low-point-say-meps
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