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• Price for Russian invasion of Ukraine would be severe

• Full support for Czechia in diplomatic row with Russia

• Russian authorities and President Putin fully responsible for fate of Alexei Navalny

MEPs hold Russian authorities and president Putin fully responsible for the care of Alexei Navalny©AFP/Kirill KUDRYAVTSEV
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Parliament is deeply concerned by the recent Russian military build-up on  Ukraine
border and revelations of Russian agents behind explosions in Czechia
 
In a resolution adopted on Thursday, MEPs confirmed how deeply worried they are about
Russian military posturing close to the country’s border with Ukraine as well  as in illegally
occupied Crimea.
 
Should military build-up lead to an invasion of Ukraine by Russia, the EU must make clear the
consequences for such a violation of international law and norms would be severe, MEPs
agreed. Such a scenario must result in an immediate halt to EU imports of oil and gas from
Russia, the exclusion of Russia from the SWIFT payment system and the freezing of assets and
cancellation of visas for Europe of all oligarchs tied to the Russian authorities.
 
Russian aggression in Czechia and the situation of Alexei Navalny
 
The resolution also deplores the revelation that the Russian intelligence services set off the
explosion of an arms depot in Vrbětice, Czechia, in 2014, in which two Czech citizens were
killed.
 
MEPs express their deep solidarity with the people and authorities of Czechia, as well as their
firm support  for  the  country  in  the  ensuing  diplomatic  row with  Russia  and  the  tit-for-tat
expulsion  of  embassy  staff  by  both  countries.
 
Parliament also reiterates its call for the immediate and unconditional release of jailed Russian
opposition leader Alexei Navalny, whose sentencing is politically motivated and runs counter to
Russia’s international human rights obligations. The text reminds the Russian authorities and
President Putin personally that they bear full responsibility for Alexei Navalny’s health and bodily
integrity and they must take all necessary measures to protect his physical and mental well-
being.
 
For  all  the  details  and  content  in  the  resolution,  it  will  be  available  here  once  adopted
(29.04.2021).
 
It was approved by 569 votes in favour, 67 against with 46 abstentions.
 
Further information
Watch a video recording of the plenary debate with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell
(28.04.2021)
EPRS note: At A Glance - Navalny vs Kremlin: Latest developments (February 2021)
EPRS note: At A Glance - The poisoning of Alexey Navalny (September 2020)
Russia, the case of Alexei Navalny, military build-up on Ukraine's border and Russian attacks
in Czechia: extracts from the debate
EP Multimedia Centre: EU – Russia
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Human Rights
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debate-details.html?date=20210428&detailBy=date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/debate-details.html?date=20210428&detailBy=date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/679082/EPRS_ATA(2021)679082_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/652078/EPRS_ATA(2020)652078_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/russia-the-case-of-alexei-navalny-military-build-up-on-ukraines-border-and-russian-attacks-in-czechia-extracts-from-the-debate_I204843-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/russia-the-case-of-alexei-navalny-military-build-up-on-ukraines-border-and-russian-attacks-in-czechia-extracts-from-the-debate_I204843-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-russia_18701_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/home.html
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