
 
MEPs call for a cleaner maritime transport
 

Climate neutral transition of the maritime transport should be followed with a substantial
emissions reduction, clean ports and banning the use of heavy fuel oil, MEPs say.
 
The resolution on technical and operational measures for more efficient and cleaner maritime
transport, adopted by 453 votes to 92, and 154 abstentions on Tuesday, notes that international
shipping emits around 940 million tonnes of CO2 annually and is responsible for approximately
2.5% of global greenhouse gases emissions. MEPs highlight that these emissions are projected
to  increase significantly  if  mitigation measures are not  swiftly  introduced.  They therefore
advocate for a climate neutral transition of the maritime transport sector by 2050 that should be
backed by proper funding, research and innovation in clean technologies and fuels.
 
Less emissions and more alternative fuels
 
As part  of  the decarbonisation efforts,  the adopted text  notes the European Parliament’s
previous call for shipping companies to achieve a 40% reduction in emissions by 2030 and the
inclusion of maritime transport in the EU Emissions Trading Systems. The emission control
should  not  be  limited  to  CO2 emissions  only  –  MEPs  also  stress  the  urgent  health  and
environmental need to establish a sulphur and nitrogen emission control areas in Mediterranean
that could be extended to all EU seas.
 
In order to achieve significant cuts in shipping emissions, the resolution demands to gradually
phase out the use of heavy fuel oil in ships and “deplores the distortion of competition on the
European market between fossil energies, which benefit from more favourable tax treatment,
and clean alternative fuels from renewable sources”.
 
MEPs urge the Commission to address this situation and put incentives, including through tax
exemptions, to promote the use of alternatives to heavy fuels. LNG and LNG infrastructure
could be one of transitional technologies towards zero-emission alternatives in the maritime
sector, MEPs add.
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• Cutting 40% in shipping emissions by 2030

• Promoting alternative fuel usage

• Clean ports and innovative ships design are key to making the sector greener
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200910IPR86825/parliament-says-shipping-industry-must-contribute-to-climate-neutrality


Greener ports and ships 
 
Reducing the impact of shipping on air quality and citizens’ health also requires lower emissions
in ports. Therefore, MEPs call on the Commission to draw up a strategy on zero-emission ports,
support the use of on-shore power supply from clean electricity and propose rules that would
promote zero pollution at berth. They also urge the Commission to take swift action to regulate
EU port access for the most polluting ships based on the Port State Control directive framework.
 
The  resolution  also  notes  other  measures  that  could  significantly  contribute  to  the
decarbonisation  of  the  maritime  sector  and  promote  the  European  Green  Deal.  The
digitalisation and automation of  ports  and ships,  vessel  speed optimisation,  innovation in
hydrodynamics, and introduction of new propulsion measures, are just few actions MEPs want
the Commission, ship-owners, and ship-operators to explore further.
 
Quote
 
EP rapporteur and Transport and tourism committee chair Karima Delli (Greens/EFA, FR) said:
“I want to see a strategy for zero emission port, as well as the one aiming to set up an Emission
control area in the Mediterranean Sea. European funds shall also favour sustainable solutions
such as green hydrogen, ammoniac, green electricity as well propulsion systems. The European
Union is able to foster a both ecological and energy transition covering the whole lifecycle of
vessels: from conception to dismantlement. What do we wait for?"
 
"However,  I  highly  regret  that  a  majority  of  MEPs have been too  weak on  a  real  energy
transition. Using LNG is indeed not relevant. This change is very costly, as well as it postpones
the  conversion  to  more  sustainable  energies.  While  both  the  health  and  environmental
emergencies have been hitting us for months and years, the EU cannot lose the energy battle”,
she added.
 
Further information
Adopted text (27.04.2021)
Procedure file
EP Research service briefing: Decarbonising maritime transport (October 2020)
Committee on Transport and Tourism

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96868/KARIMA_DELLI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2193(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659296/EPRS_BRI(2020)659296_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home.html
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