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• Political groups strongly welcome the agreement

• Parliament must have a say in the implementation of the agreement

• Agreement will enter into force on 1 May after Council conclusion

The ratification of the agreement between the EU and the UK allows for trade free of quotas and customs duties ©DENIS CHARLET / AFP
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Parliament voted with a large majority in favour of granting its consent to the agreement
setting the rules of the future EU-UK relationship.
 
The consent decision was adopted by 660 votes for, five against and 32 abstentions, while the
accompanying resolution, setting out Parliament’s evaluation of and expectations from the deal,
passed by 578 votes, with 51 against and 68 abstentions. The vote took place on Tuesday, with
results announced on Wednesday.
 
On 24 December 2020, EU and UK negotiators had agreed on the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement establishing the terms for future EU-UK cooperation. To minimise disruption, the
agreement  has been provisionally  applied since 1 January 2021.  Parliament’s  consent  is
necessary for the agreement to enter into force permanently before its lapse on 30 April 2021.
 
Departure is “historic mistake”, but deal is welcome
 
In the resolution prepared by the UK Coordination Group and the Conference of Presidents,
Parliament strongly welcomes the conclusion of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement
that limits the negative consequences of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, which it considers a
“historic mistake” as no third country can enjoy the same benefits as an EU member.
 
The zero quotas and zero tariffs trade agreement between the EU and the UK are viewed
positively by MEPs, and guarantees on fair competition rules could serve as a model for future
trade agreements, MEPs add. Parliament agrees with provisions on, among others, fisheries,
consumers, air traffic and energy.
 
However, MEPs regret that the UK did not want the agreement to extend to foreign, security and
development  policies  and did  not  want  to  participate  in  the  Erasmus+ student  exchange
programme.
 
Peace on the island of Ireland
 
Pointing to preserving peace on the island of Ireland as one of Parliament’s main goals in
agreeing the future relationship, MEPs condemn the UK’s recent unilateral actions that are in
breach of the Withdrawal Agreement. They call on the UK government “to act in good faith and
fully implement the terms of the agreements which it has signed”, including the Protocol on
Ireland and Northern Ireland, and apply them based on a timetable jointly set up with the
European Commission.
 
Parliament to be involved in monitoring
 
MEPs underline that  Parliament  must  play a full  role  in  monitoring how the agreement  is
applied, including by being involved in unilateral EU actions under the agreement and having its
views taken into account.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201228IPR94701/european-parliament-to-scrutinise-deal-on-future-eu-uk-relations
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/ukcg/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/about-parliament/en/organisation-and-rules/organisation/political-bodies
https://ec.europa.eu/info/relations-united-kingdom/eu-uk-trade-and-cooperation-agreement_en#press-material
https://ec.europa.eu/info/relations-united-kingdom/eu-uk-withdrawal-agreement_en


“The EU and the UK have created the basis for a relationship among equals. Most importantly,
today is a beginning, not the end. We agreed in many important areas, such as securing mutual
market access and building a good relationship on trade. Much work remains on foreign policy
and educational exchange programmes. For citizens’ interests to be represented, Parliament
must be closely involved. Only a partnership in which both sides stick to their commitments has
a future,” said Andreas Schieder (S&D, AT), rapporteur for the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
 
“Ratification of the agreement is not a vote of blind confidence in the UK Government’s intention
to implement our agreements in good faith. Rather, it is an EU insurance policy against further
unilateral deviations from what was jointly agreed. Parliament will remain vigilant. Let’s now
convene the Parliamentary Partnership Assembly to continue building bridges across the
Channel," said Christophe Hansen (EPP, LU), rapporteur for the Committee on International
Trade.
 
Next steps
 
With Parliament’s consent, the agreement will enter into force once Council has concluded it by
30 April.
 

Contacts 
 
 

Further information
The adopted texts will be available here (28.04.2021)
Watch the video recording of the debate (27.04.2021)
Watch the video recording of the press conference of the rapporteurs and the committee chairs
(27.04.2021)
Press release: MEPs hold final debate on future EU-UK relations before signing off agreement
(27.04.2021)
Results of the roll call votes will be available here (27.04.2021)
Steps of the procedure
EP Think Tank: At a glance - EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (April 2021)
Free photos, video and audio material
Extracts from the press conference and statements - (Multimedia centre)
Announcement of vote results
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197670/ANDREAS_SCHIEDER/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/193419/CHRISTOPHE_HANSEN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=16cbef74-3406-1a9d-e939-2a8a612e5b11&date=20210427#
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-conference-by-andreas-schieder-and-christophe-hansen-rapporteurs-david-mcallister-chair-of-com_20210427-1430-SPECIAL-PRESSER_vd
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-conference-by-andreas-schieder-and-christophe-hansen-rapporteurs-david-mcallister-chair-of-com_20210427-1430-SPECIAL-PRESSER_vd
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210422IPR02603/meps-hold-final-debate-on-future-eu-uk-relations-before-signing-off-agreement
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210422IPR02603/meps-hold-final-debate-on-future-eu-uk-relations-before-signing-off-agreement
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/votes.html?tab=votes
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0382(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690569/EPRS_ATA(2021)690569_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-uk-relations_17405_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-uk-trade-and-cooperation-agreement-extracts-from-the-press-conference-and-statements_I204839-V_v
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/ep-plenary-session-announcement-of-the-results-of-the-second-voting-session-27-april--vote-on-the-eu-uk-trade-and-cooperation-agreement_I204569-V_v
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff


Eszter BALÁZS
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 42373 (BXL)
(+32) 470 88 08 77
eszter.balazs@europarl.europa.eu
inta-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Trade

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

4 I 4

https://twitter.com/EP_Trade

