
 

Newsletter
17-20 May 2021
plenary session
 
Parliament to discuss call for waiver of COVID-19 vaccine patents 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will debate a proposal to the WTO to waive intellectual
property rights for COVID-19 vaccines, a move backed by the US administration.
 
 
MEPs to approve the next generation of Erasmus+ 
Parliament is set to approve the new Erasmus+, the EU’s education, training, youth
and sports programme, for the period 2021-2027.
 
 
MEPs to adopt €17.5 billion package for a fair transition to a green
economy 
On Tuesday, Parliament is expected to approve the Just Transition Fund, one of the
EU’s key tools to support regions in their 2050 climate-neutral transition.
 
 
Parliament to debate EU strategy towards Israel-Palestine 
MEPs will discuss the recent unrest and violence between Israel and Palestine on
Tuesday.
 
 
Enlargement: MEPs to assess situation in Turkey and Montenegro 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss recent developments in Turkey and Montenegro’s EU
accession negotiations. Two resolutions will be put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
 
 
MEPs to approve the EU’s volunteering programme 
Parliament is set to adopt the European Solidarity Corps programme, supporting
volunteering activities for young people in the EU and beyond.
 
 
MEPs to approve the EU’s new culture programme 
Parliament is likely to adopt the next ‘Creative Europe’ programme, making it the
biggest ever commitment to support the EU’s cultural and creative sectors.
 
 
 

Plenary sessions
12-05-2021 - 20:18
20210510BRI03817

5

6

7

9

10

12

13

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 35



Revamping EU environmental liability rules 
Parliament wants to strengthen existing EU rules on environmental liability of
companies to reduce and prevent environment harm.
 
 
MEPs and Commission discuss modernising business taxation 
With momentum building for a minimum global corporate tax rate, and progress on
intra-EU tax reporting ongoing, MEPs will debate the Commission’s new tax plans on
Tuesday.
 
 
Protect environmental defenders from intimidation and violence,
MEPs urge 
Parliament is set to call on the EU to strongly support environmental rights defenders
around the world, and to recognise ‘ecocide’ as an international crime.
 
 
Tackling illegal online streaming of sporting events 
MEPs want illegal transmission of sport events stopped to ensure the protection of
organisers’ intellectual property rights.
 
 
Conflict of interest and misuse of EU funds: MEPs debate case of
Czech PM Babiš 
On Wednesday, MEPs will debate with Council and Commission about the findings on
the breach of conflict of interest rules involving Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš.
 
 
Legal migration to reduce irregular entry and boost the European
economy 
MEPs will discuss opening new legal options for third-country workers into the EU, as a
way to reduce irregular migration and help migrants to integrate.
 
 
Climate change: MEPs to push for renewable hydrogen, integrated
energy systems 
MEPs will present their proposals for decarbonising Europe’s energy system, industry
and transport sector in two reports to be discussed on Monday.
 
 
Data transfers to the UK and US: concern over EU citizens’ privacy 
On Thursday, MEPs will assess data protection in the UK and US and the future of
data transfers to these countries with Council and Commission representatives.
 
 
MEPs to call for more support for digital innovation and use of AI 
On Thursday, Parliament is expected to adopt a resolution on Europe’s digital future,
reiterating the need for common EU rules on accessible and human-centric
technology.
 
 
Aarhus Convention: MEPs set to call for the EU to comply fully 
On Wednesday, MEPs will debate how to bring the EU in line with its obligations to
provide access to justice in environmental matters under the Aarhus Convention.
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MEPs to call for EU to protect people displaced by climate crisis 
Parliament is expected to adopt a resolution on the impact of climate change on people
in developing countries, demanding the EU puts words into action.
 
 
Deaths in the Mediterranean and search and rescue operations 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss how to halt the increasing death toll in the
Mediterranean Sea with the Council and the Commission.
 
 
EU migration policy: MEPs to call for measures against human rights
violations 
MEPs are set to criticise the EU and some EU countries for overusing informal
agreements on the return and readmission of irregular migrants.
 
 
MEPs to debate new EU industrial strategy 
On Tuesday, Parliament will comment on the Commission’s new plans, aiming to boost
economic recovery by strengthening Europe’s industrial base.
 
 
MEPs to ask for more flexible EU Solidarity Fund with faster release
of funds 
The EU Solidarity Fund should be adapted to respond better to climate change and
more frequent natural disasters in the EU and focus on at-risk regions.
 
 
MEPs want to make sure AI technologies respect EU values 
Plenary will discuss on Tuesday the need for the EU to pay increased attention to
prevent gender, social or cultural bias in Artificial Intelligence technology.
 
 
Parliament set to call for an “EU Deal on Demographics” to halt
depopulation 
Investing in infrastructure and public services is key to making the countryside more
attractive to workers and to end the rural exodus, MEPs are expected to say.
 
 
Better protection of seasonal and posted workers during health
crises 
MEPs will debate on Monday how to ensure adequate social protection and freedom of
movement for mobile workers during crises such as the current pandemic.
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Thursday morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
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Parliament to discuss call for waiver of COVID-19
vaccine patents
 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will debate a proposal to
the WTO to waive intellectual property rights for COVID-19
vaccines, a move backed by the US administration.
 
Several of Parliament’s political groups have called on the Commission to ask for a waiver of
intellectual property rights (IPR) for COVID-19 vaccines to support global vaccination efforts.
They reiterated the call after the US administration recently announced its support for a waiver.
 
Ursula von der Leyen said recently that, while the EU is “open to discussions” on a temporary
IPR exemption, production bottlenecks, investment in global manufacturing and contributions to
the COVAX scheme still remain key priorities for expanding global access to vaccines.
 
A resolution will be put to the vote during the 7 - 10 June session.
 
Background
 
Any  decision  on  waiving  intellectual  property  rights  would  be  taken  by  the  World  Trade
Organisation’s (WTO) TRIPs Council. In October last year, India and South Africa initiated at
WTO level a proposal to temporarily exempt from IPR protection all patents related to COVID-
19 prevention, containment and treatment. In March 2021, a group of MEPs and EU national
parliamentarians called on the Commission to drop its opposition to the waiver.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, with resolution voted on in June 
 
Debate: Wednesday, 19 May
 
Vote: 7-10 June session
 
 
 
Further information
Committee on International Trade
Free photos, video and audio material - EU Vaccine Strategy
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/STATEMENT_21_2361
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/intel6_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W669.pdf&Open=True
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home/highlights
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-vaccine-strategy_17406_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-vaccine-strategy_17406_pk


MEPs to approve the next generation of
Erasmus+
 
Parliament is set to approve the new Erasmus+, the EU’s
education, training, youth and sports programme, for the
period 2021-2027.
 
The new Erasmus+ worth more than 26 billion EUR in current prices, will be significantly more
inclusive than previous programmes. It will improve access to learning and mobility for people
who historically have had fewer opportunities to participate – people living with a disability,
people living in poverty, in a remote location, people with a migration background, and more.
 
Compared to the previous Erasmus+, the new programme will expand to support mobility for
students in adult education. It will help people of all ages and backgrounds acquire new work
and life skills, helping them better adapt to the changes brought about by the coming green and
digital transitions.
 
In Wednesday’s debate, MEPs are likely to address COVID-19-related mobility and education
issues, and the challenges in these areas for a post-COVID-19 Europe.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, second reading
 
2018/0191(COD)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
Vote results: Wednesday 19 May or Tuesday if announced as approved after debate
 
Joint Press conference on Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Solidarity Corps: Tuesday, 18 May
at 10.30
 
 
Further information
Draft report on regulation establishing Erasmus+: the Union Programme for education and
training, youth and sport

Press release on committee vote (10.05.2021)
Profile of rapporteur Milan Zver (EPP,SL)

Procedure file

Video: Covid-19 and Erasmus: Students' stories

Free photos, video and audio material on the new Erasmus+
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0191(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229485EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229485EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229485EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210510IPR03814/culture-and-education-committee-backs-the-new-structural-programmes-2021-2027
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96933/MILAN_ZVER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96933/MILAN_ZVER/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0191(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0191(COD)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/covid-19-and-erasmus-students-stories_N01-PUB-200504-ERAS_ev
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/covid-19-and-erasmus-students-stories_N01-PUB-200504-ERAS_ev
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/erasmus_18904_pk


MEPs to adopt €17.5 billion package for a fair
transition to a green economy
 
On Tuesday, Parliament is expected to approve the Just
Transition Fund, one of the EU’s key tools to support
regions in their 2050 climate-neutral transition.
 
The Just Transition Fund (JTF) will finance job seeking assistance, up-skilling and reskilling,
and the active inclusion of workers and jobseekers in the changing economy. It will also support
micro-enterprises, business incubators and research institutions, as well as investments in new
energy technologies, energy efficiency and sustainable local mobility. However, investments in
fossil fuels, waste incineration and decommissioning or construction of nuclear power stations
will not be eligible for grants under the Fund.
 
As  part  of  the  Fund,  member  states  will  have  to  focus  on  the  EU’s  least  developed and
outermost regions and islands. At the initiative of Parliament, a “Green Rewarding Mechanism”
will be introduced if JTF resources are increased after 31 December 2024. These additional
resources will  be  distributed among member  states,  with  those that  succeed in  reducing
industrial  greenhouse emissions receiving more funding.
 
Background
 
The JTF comprises EUR 7.5 billion from the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework and
an additional EUR 10 billion from the EU Recovery Instrument. It is the first pillar of the Just
Transition Mechanism, a key tool to support regions, industries and workers who are expected
to face the greatest challenges from implementing the European Green Deal.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure 
 
2020/0006(COD)
 
Debate: Monday, 17 May
 
Vote and result: Tuesday, 18 May 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/2021-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_39
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_39
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0006(COD)&l=en


Further information
Press release following the political agreement (09.12.2020)

Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur Manolis KEFALOGIANNIS (EPP, GR)

Free photos, video and audio material
Committee on Regional Development
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93210/deal-on-financing-a-just-energy-transition-in-eu-regions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93210/deal-on-financing-a-just-energy-transition-in-eu-regions
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0006(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0006(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125068/MANOLIS_KEFALOGIANNIS/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125068/MANOLIS_KEFALOGIANNIS/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_17506_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/regi/home/highlights
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/regi/home/highlights


Parliament to debate EU strategy towards Israel-
Palestine
 
MEPs will discuss the recent unrest and violence between
Israel and Palestine on Tuesday.
 
Recent  days  have  been  witness  to  some  of  the  worst  clashes  between  the  Israeli  and
Palestinian sides in years.  Hamas has so far  fired hundreds of  rockets in the direction of
Jerusalem and other Israeli targets, while Israel has retaliated by launching numerous airstrikes
against the Gaza Strip, with deaths reported in Gaza and Israel.
 
MEPs will  debate the renewed escalation of  the long-running conflict  in the hemicycle on
Tuesday afternoon.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
Further information
The European Parliament's delegation for relations with Israel
The European Parliament's delegation for relations with Palestine
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-il/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dpal/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Enlargement: MEPs to assess situation in Turkey
and Montenegro
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss recent developments in
Turkey and Montenegro’s EU accession negotiations. Two
resolutions will be put to the vote on Wednesday.
 
 
MEPs are expected to criticise the Turkish government for distancing itself from European
values and standards, particularly in the areas of democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights.
On the agenda will also be Turkey's illegal activities in the Eastern Mediterranean as well as its
involvement in Syria, Libya and Azerbaijan. Turkey is an EU accession candidate country, but
accession negotiations have been effectively frozen since 2018.
 
In a separate resolution on Montenegro, MEPs will  express support for the country’s path
towards the EU as well  as call  on the new Government to focus on further reforms.
 
Background
 
The enlargement reports are the European Parliament’s response to the annual Commission
reports on the candidate and the potential candidate countries for EU accession. Resolutions
adopted in plenary represent the Parliament's official position as regards EU relations with these
countries.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative procedure
 
 2019/2176(INI) Turkey, 2019/2173(INI) Montenegro
 
Debate: Tuesday 18 May
 
Vote result: Wednesday 19 May
 
Press conference with the rapporteur on Turkey: Wednesday
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https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/eu-and-western-balkans_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/eu-and-western-balkans_en


Further information
Draft report Turkey

Draft report Montenegro

European Parliamentary Research Service: Montenegro: 2019 and 2020 country reports,
12.05.2021
European Parliamentary Research Service: Turkey: 2019 and 2020 country reports,
12.05.2021
EP Rapporteur on Turkey Nacho Sánchez Amor (S&D, ES)

EP Rapporteur on Montenegro Tonino Picula (S&D, HR)

EP Press Release: MEPs condemn Turkey’s activities in Varosha, Cyprus, and call for
sanctions, 26.11.2020

EP Study on the Implementation of the EU Trust Funds and the Facility for Refugees in Turkey
- Update- March 2021, 25.03.2021

Free photos, audio and video material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0153_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0153_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0131_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0131_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690596
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690596
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690592
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690592
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197722/NACHO_SANCHEZ+AMOR/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197722/NACHO_SANCHEZ+AMOR/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112744/TONINO_PICULA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112744/TONINO_PICULA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92130/meps-condemn-turkey-s-activities-in-varosha-cyprus-and-call-for-sanctions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92130/meps-condemn-turkey-s-activities-in-varosha-cyprus-and-call-for-sanctions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92130/meps-condemn-turkey-s-activities-in-varosha-cyprus-and-call-for-sanctions
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)691520
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)691520
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_IDA(2021)691520
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-turkey_18106_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-turkey_18106_pk


MEPs to approve the EU’s volunteering
programme
 
Parliament is set to adopt the European Solidarity Corps
programme, supporting volunteering activities for young
people in the EU and beyond.
 
The 2021-2027 European Solidarity Corps (worth more than 1billion Euros) will be a significant
upgrade in  the value it  provides for  volunteers compared to previous iterations.  The new
programme features improvements to the insurance policy and health and safety guarantees
covered by the programme, as well as increased requirements for hosts to ensure a meaningful
learning experience for participants.
 
The European Solidarity Corps for 2021-2027 will for the first time be a stand-alone volunteering
programme with its own budget (activities covered by the programme were previously covered
by the 'Youth' section of Erasmus+).
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, 2nd reading
 
 2018/0230(COD)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
Vote results: Wednesday, 19 May or announced as approved after debate on Tuesday
 
Joint Press conference on Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Solidarity Corps, : Tuesday, 18 May
at 10.30
 
Further information
Draft report on Establishing the European Solidarity Corps programme Abbreviate the title if
necessary. Remember to put "Draft".

Profile of rapporteur Michaela ŠOJDROVÁ (EPP, CZ)

Procedure file

European Solidarity Corps portal

EP Research Service: European Solidarity Corps 2021-2027

Free photos, video and audio material on European Solidarity Corps
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229508EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229508EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229508EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124710/MICHAELA_SOJDROVA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124710/MICHAELA_SOJDROVA/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0230(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0230(COD)&l=en
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en
https://europa.eu/youth/solidarity_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/640136/EPRS_BRI(2019)640136_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/640136/EPRS_BRI(2019)640136_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-solidarity-corps_18905_pk


MEPs to approve the EU’s new culture
programme
 
Parliament is likely to adopt the next ‘Creative Europe’
programme, making it the biggest ever commitment to
support the EU’s cultural and creative sectors.
 
 
The new programme will invest 2.2 billion euro in the cultural and creative sectors, recognising
the importance of culture and helping the sector recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Apart from a 36% budget increase, MEPs have managed to secure more of a focus on inclusion
and gender equality, as well as special support for contemporary and live music sectors that are
among those hit hardest by the pandemic.
 
In Wednesday’s debate, MEPs are likely to discuss the post-COVID-19 recovery for the cultural
and creative sectors, with most music and cultural venues across Europe still closed due to
public health measures.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, second reading
 
2018/0190(COD)
 
Debate: Tuesday 18 May
 
Vote results: Wednesday 19 May or announced as approved after debate on Tuesday
 
Joint Press conference on Erasmus+, Creative Europe and Solidarity Corps: Tuesday 18 May at
10.30
 
Further information
Draft report on Establishing the Creative Europe programme (2021 to 2027)

Profile of rapporteur Massimiliano SMERIGLIO (S&D, IT)

Procedure file

EP Research Service Briefing

on Creative Europe programme 2021-2027 (europa.eu)
Free photos, video and audio material on “Creative Europe”
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0190(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229507EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CULT/PR/2021/05-10/1229507EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197791/MASSIMILIANO_SMERIGLIO/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197791/MASSIMILIANO_SMERIGLIO/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0190(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0190(COD)&l=en
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Revamping EU environmental liability rules
 
Parliament wants to strengthen existing EU rules on
environmental liability of companies to reduce and prevent
environment harm.
 
In a report to be debated on Wednesday and put to the vote on Thursday, MEPs will demand
improvements to the Environmental Liability Directive (ELD) and the Environmental Crime
Directive (ECD). The requested changes aim to enforce implementation and increase citizen’s
trust in EU rules in order to prevent and remedy environmental damage more effectively.
 
Recommendations from MEPs include transforming the ELD into a fully harmonised regulation,
which would increase its impact, and setting up an EU Environmental Liability Task Force to
help with its implementation and offer support to victims of environmental damage. The draft
text calls on the Commission to examine how “ecocide” can be recognised under EU law and to
develop a harmonised classification of environmental crimes. MEPs will likely deplore the low
detection, investigation and conviction rates of environmental crimes, which are estimated to be
the fourth most profitable criminal activity in the world.
 
Procedure: own-initiative 
 
2020/2027(INI) 
 
Debate: Wednesday 19 May
 
Vote Result: Thursday 20 May
 
 
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote
Profile of rapporteur : Antonius Manders (EPP, NL)

Press release: MEPs: Companies must no longer cause harm to people and planet with
impunity (10.03.2021)

Press release Sustainability: businesses interests must align with society’s interests
(17.12.2020)

Study on Environmental liability of companies for the Legal Affairs Committee (15 May 2020)

Briefing: Environmental damage. For an implementation of the companies' liability
Study: Environmental liability of companies: Selected Possible Amendments of the ELD
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MEPs and Commission discuss modernising
business taxation
 
With momentum building for a minimum global corporate
tax rate, and progress on intra-EU tax reporting ongoing,
MEPs will debate the Commission’s new tax plans on
Tuesday.
 
Worldwide, the COVID-19 pandemic has hit government budgets hard. The crisis has exposed
the urgent need to update tax rules for the modern, digital age and helped easing the long
impasse in talks on an international minimum corporate tax rate, with concrete results expected
in a couple of months at the OECD level. This growing momentum has also helped unblock
several pieces of draft EU legislation, on issues like increasing the transparency around the
taxes a company pays in each EU member state, a file that has been stymied by member states
for over four years.
 
During the debate the Commission will outline what next steps it intends to take. MEPs, who
only last month called for a significant modernisation of the tax environment, are expected to
urge the Commission to show ambition both at EU and international levels.
 
Commission statement followed by debate
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
 
 
Further information
Press release: MEPs lay out plans for a fairer tax system fit for the digital age

Press release: Delay is over - work begins to shine spotlight on where companies pay their
taxes

European Parliament Research Service: Taxation of the digital economy - latest developments
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Protect environmental defenders from
intimidation and violence, MEPs urge
 
Parliament is set to call on the EU to strongly support
environmental rights defenders around the world, and to
recognise ‘ecocide’ as an international crime.
 
In a draft report, to be debated on Tuesday and put to the vote on Wednesday, MEPs assess
the  situation  of  environmental  defenders  around the  world,  and call  on  the  EU and third
countries  to  better  assist  and protect  these human rights  activists  from reprisals.
 
The text also demands new negotiations within the International Criminal Court to recognise
‘ecocide’ as an international crime under the Rome Statute.
 
Earlier  this year,  Parliament paved the way for  a new EU law that  requires companies to
address human rights and environmental standards within their value chains. Read more about
that here.
 
Background
 
According to the 2020 Global Witness report, 212 land and environmental activists were killed in
2019, a 30% increase compared to 2018. Around 40% of these victims were indigenous people
and traditional landowners, and more than two thirds of the killings took place in Latin America.
 
Procedure: own-initiative report
 
2020/2134(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
Vote Result: Wednesday 19 May
 
 
 
Further information
Press release on the committee vote (05.03.2021)
Profile of rapporteur Soraya Rodríguez Ramos (Renew Europe, Spain)
Procedure file
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Tackling illegal online streaming of sporting
events
 
MEPs want illegal transmission of sport events stopped to
ensure the protection of organisers’ intellectual property
rights.
 
The draft text to be voted on by MEPs states that current legislation is inadequate and needs
updating to reflect the short-time economic value of live sporting events and to allow for the real-
time take down of  illegal  live sport  broadcasts.  Sport  is  currently  not  subject  to copyright
protection and EU law does not provide for specific  rights for  event organisers,  for  whom
broadcasting rights are a key source of  income.
 
MEPs want illegal sports broadcasts to be removed or disabled immediately or at least no later
than  30  minutes  following  a  notification  by  rights  holders  or  a  certified  “trusted  flagger”.
Measures should be proportionate, avoiding arbitrary or excessive blocking of legal content, and
should make legal content more visible and more easily accessible for consumers.
 
A short presentation will take place on Monday, the vote is scheduled for Tuesday, with the
result announced on Wednesday morning.
 
Procedure: legislative initiative 
 
2020/2073(INL) 
 
Debate: Monday 17 May
 
Vote: Tuesday 18 May, result Wednesday 19 May
 
Further information
Draft report on recommendations to the Commission on challenges of sports events organisers
in the digital environment

Press release on committee vote (13.04.2021)

Profile of rapporteur : Angel Dzhambazki (ECR, BG)

Study by EP Research Service: Challenges facing sports event organisers in the digital
environment (December 2020)
Challenges of sport events’ organisers in the digital environment: statement by JURI Chair
Adrián VÁZQUEZ LÁZARA (Renew, ES)
Free photos, video and audio material
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Conflict of interest and misuse of EU funds: MEPs
debate case of Czech PM Babiš
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will debate with Council and
Commission about the findings on the breach of conflict of
interest rules involving Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš.
 
Parliament will comment on the recent conclusion of the Commission’s 2014-2020 audit into a
case of conflict of interest in which Andrej Babiš has been implicated. The audit confirmed that
as Prime Minister, Mr Babiš exercised influence on the allocation of EU subsidies to Agrofert, an
agro-chemical conglomerate that he founded himself. The Commission confirmed the concerns
Parliament has voiced many times in recent years.
 
A resolution will be put to the vote during the June plenary session.
 
Background
 
In 2018, 2019 and 2020, MEPs adopted resolutions pointing to the misuse of EU agricultural
funds in Czechia and the Prime Minister’s  possible involvement.  They called for  stronger
measures to protect EU spending, in particular for a control mechanism to be set up to address
the issue of conflicts of interest, and for more transparency on the final beneficiaries of EU funds
. Currently, no EU law obliges a member state to disclose the ultimate beneficiaries of EU
subsidies.
 
Council and Commission statements (with resolution voted on in June)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 19.04.2021
 
Vote: plenary session in June 2021
 
Further information
EP Live
EbS+ (05.19.2021)
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Legal migration to reduce irregular entry and
boost the European economy
 
MEPs will discuss opening new legal options for third-
country workers into the EU, as a way to reduce irregular
migration and help migrants to integrate.
 
The draft  report  prepared  by  the  Civil  Liberties  Committee,  to  be  debated  in  plenary  on
Tuesday, underlines that “EU and national policy on legal migration should focus on responding
to labour market and skills shortages”, pointing to Europe’s ageing population and shrinking
workforce.
 
Safe, regular and orderly migration benefits both sending and receiving countries, MEPs note.
They ask for the legislation in place to be reviewed and for the scope to be broader so that work
visas are not limited only to highly skilled or highly paid sectors, multinationals and seasonal
workers. An EU talent pool and matching platform could be created, they suggest, covering all
sectors and levels of employment, that would serve as a one-stop shop for non-EU workers, EU
employers and national administrations.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
Debate: Wednesday, 19 May
 
Vote Result: Thursday 20 May
 
Further information
Procedure File

Asylum and Migration Pact: MEPs push for legal and safe avenues (Press release,
30.04.2020)

EP Research Service: New avenues for legal and labour migration - Selected and commented
bibliography of research since 2015 (6.04.2020)
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Climate change: MEPs to push for renewable
hydrogen, integrated energy systems
 
MEPs will present their proposals for decarbonising
Europe’s energy system, industry and transport sector in
two reports to be discussed on Monday.
 
Hydrogen produced from renewable sources is key to Europe’s energy transition. The first of
two reports to be debated by MEPs states only renewable hydrogen can sustainably contribute
to achieving climate neutrality in the EU in the long term.
 
 
MEPs stress the need for a classification of the different types of hydrogen, by their production
method.  Fossil-based hydrogen should be phased out as soon as possible, they say. Similar
restrictions on imported hydrogen should also be introduced to avoid carbon leakage, and to
help inform consumers about the environmental credentials of the hydrogen they use.
 
A second report calls for integrating the EU’s energy systems. MEPs argue that a system that is
planned and implemented which links different energy carriers, infrastructures, and consumption
sectors to work together would improve energy efficiency and reduce societal costs.
 
The voting results will be announced on Wednesday.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2020/2241(INI)
 
2020/2242(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 17 May
 
Voting result: Wednesday, 19 May
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Further information
Draft report on a European Strategy for Hydrogen

Draft report on a European strategy for energy system integration

Press release on committee vote (22.03.2021)

Profile of rapporteur : Jens Geier (S&D, DE)

Profile of rapporteur: Christophe Grudler (RE, FR)

Procedure file - hydrogen strategy

Procedure file - Energy system integration

EP Research Service: Hydrogen as an energy carrier for a climate-neutral economy

EP Research Service: Sector coupling: how can it be enhanced in the EU to foster grid stability
and decarbonise?
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Data transfers to the UK and US: concern over EU
citizens’ privacy
 
On Thursday, MEPs will assess data protection in the UK
and US and the future of data transfers to these countries
with Council and Commission representatives.
 
In a joint debate, plenary will discuss the implications of the recent EU court ruling on “Schrems
II”, which struck down the “Privacy Shield” data transfer framework between the EU and US. In
the draft  resolution prepared by the Civil  Liberties Committee,  MEPs underlined that  any
agreement on the transfer of data to the US must comply with EU court rulings and the opinions
of its privacy supervisor.
 
They will also set out their views regarding the Commission’s draft decisions, which deem that
the  UK  data  protection  regime  complies  with  the  General  Data  Protection  Regulation
‘adequately’. This decision would allow EU-UK transfers of personal data to continue after the
expiry of a post-Brexit grace period on data transfers at the end of June. According to the Civil
Liberties Committee, the draft decisions do not sufficiently take into account the EU court’s
rulings and the concerns of the European Data Protection Board, which include bulk access to
data and onward transfers to third countries.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolutions
 
2021/2594(RSP) and 2020/2789(RSP)
 
Debate, vote and results: Thursday, 20 May
 
Further information
Rapporteur: Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D, ES)

European Parliament Research Service: “The CJEU judgment in the Schrems II case”:

European Parliament Research Service: “EU-UK private-sector data flows after Brexit”:
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MEPs to call for more support for digital
innovation and use of AI
 
On Thursday, Parliament is expected to adopt a resolution
on Europe’s digital future, reiterating the need for common
EU rules on accessible and human-centric technology.
 
Parliament responds to the Commission’s strategy to shape Europe’s digital future in the years
to come by calling on the European Commission to address the challenges posed by the digital
transition  (from digital  skills  to  connectivity).  MEPs focus on artificial  intelligence (AI)  as
technology that can enable and support both the European public and private sectors in the
upcoming changes and request more support for SMEs to help them face the transition.
 
Parliament will hold a debate on the functioning of the digital single market and improving the
use of AI for European consumers on Wednesday.
 
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
2020/2216(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 19 May
 
Vote result: Thursday 20 May
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote (14.04.2021)

Video statements: Artificial Intelligence: by Deirdre CLUNE (EPP, IE), Axel VOSS (EPP, DE)
and Ibán GARCÍA DEL BLANCO (S&D, ES)

Rapporteur Deirdre Clune (EPP, IE)

Procedure file

Draft report
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Aarhus Convention: MEPs set to call for the EU to
comply fully
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will debate how to bring the EU in
line with its obligations to provide access to justice in
environmental matters under the Aarhus Convention.
 
In a vote on Thursday, Parliament is expected to vote in favour of a revision of the existing
Aarhus Regulation to ensure that EU administrative acts are aligned with green goals while fully
respecting the EU Treaties.
 
MEPs will vote on changes that aim to guarantee legal certainty for all actors involved. The
changes will  facilitate the integration of  environmental  objectives into a wide range of  EU
policies, broaden the types of administrative acts that can be reviewed, limit the costs of the
review process, and allow members of the public to make a request for internal review to an EU
institution or body.
 
Background
 
The EU as well as its 27 member states are Parties to the 1998 Aarhus Convention on access
to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental
matters.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
2020/0289(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday 19 May
 
Vote: Thursday 20 May
 
 
 
Further information
Draft report

Press release on committee vote (23.04.2021)

Profile of rapporteur: Christian Doleschal (EPP, DE)
Procedure file
EP Research Service: Access to justice in environmental matters: Amending the Aarhus
Regulation

Free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to call for EU to protect people displaced by
climate crisis
 
Parliament is expected to adopt a resolution on the impact
of climate change on people in developing countries,
demanding the EU puts words into action.
 
In a wide-ranging resolution on the impact of climate change on vulnerable populations living in
developing countries,  MEPs call  for  the  Commission and member  states  to  consider  the
destruction of someone’s livelihood by climate change as an eligibility criterion for humanitarian
protection.
 
MEPs are set to call for increased EU climate finance for developing countries, in line with
Europe’s  commitments  under  the  Paris  Agreement.  They  also  request  a  comprehensive
strategy from the European Commission to deal with the consequences of climate change on
countries ill-equipped to deal with them – supporting preparedness, resilience, and adaptation
efforts – and taking into account the wider consequences of climate-induced disasters on
agriculture, biodiversity,  and gender equality in developing countries.
 
Parliament will hold a debate on the impact of climate change on vulnerable people living in
developing countries on Monday. Voting results will be announced on Wednesday morning.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
2020/2042(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 17 May
 
Vote result: Wednesday, 19 May
 
 
Further information
Rapporteur Mónica Silvana González (S&D, ES)
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Draft report
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Deaths in the Mediterranean and search and
rescue operations
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss how to halt the increasing
death toll in the Mediterranean Sea with the Council and
the Commission.
 
As migrants and asylum-seekers continue to lose their lives attempting to reach Europe, MEPs
are expected to underline the lack of a coordinated EU approach to search and rescue at sea,
which, combined with the criminalisation of NGOs’ activities in some member states, have
complicated operations to rescue people in distress. The turmoil surrounding Frontex -with its
staff allegedly involved in pushbacks of asylum-seekers- and the cooperation with the Libyan
coastguard are also likely to be raised during the debate.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
Further information
EP Think Tank: Search and rescue in the Mediterranean (12.01.2021)

Migratory flows in the Mediterranean (UNHCR)
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EU migration policy: MEPs to call for measures
against human rights violations
 
MEPs are set to criticise the EU and some EU countries for
overusing informal agreements on the return and
readmission of irregular migrants.
 
 
The draft text focuses, among other things, on informal EU agreements with third countries on
strengthening their border control and management capacities, fighting human trafficking and on
the return and readmission of irregular migrants. MEPs will debate worrying trends relating to
these agreements, their increasing number and the practical human rights implications therein,
and their extrajudicial nature. Members are concerned that such arrangements are concluded
without due democratic scrutiny and parliamentary oversight and that they are not subject to
judicial scrutiny.
 
 
 
The  report  urges  the  European  Commission  to  initiate  or  finalise  negotiations  and  sign
readmission agreements with third countries but that formal agreements should be prioritised.
 
MEPs also call on the Commission to provide a clear overview of EU funds used to finance
cooperation with third countries in the field of migration management.
 
The  report  will  be  debated  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  Voting  results  will  be  announced  on
Wednesday  evening.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
2020/2116(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
Vote result: Wednesday, 19 May
 
 
 
Further information
Press release on the committee vote (18.03.2021)
Procedure file
Profile of rapporteur Tineke Strik (The Greens/EFA, Netherlands)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to debate new EU industrial strategy
 
On Tuesday, Parliament will comment on the
Commission’s new plans, aiming to boost economic
recovery by strengthening Europe’s industrial base.
 
On 5 May, the Commission updated its EU Industrial Strategy to take full account of the new
circumstances brought about by the COVID-19 crisis and help drive the transformation to a
more sustainable, digital, resilient and globally competitive economy.
 
Parliament requested a revision in a November 2020 report, which highlighted the need to help
businesses cope with the crisis caused by the pandemic and face the digital and environmental
“twin transitions”.
 
Commission statement
 
2021/2669(RSP)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 18 May
 
 
Further information
Procedure file

Free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to ask for more flexible EU Solidarity Fund
with faster release of funds
 
The EU Solidarity Fund should be adapted to respond
better to climate change and more frequent natural
disasters in the EU and focus on at-risk regions.
 
In a draft  report  to be debated on Monday and put to vote on Tuesday, MEPs call  on the
Commission to explore ways of reducing red tape and ensuring “rapid action and prompt relief”
for disaster-stricken regions and countries. The text also highlights the “vital” importance of
improving  preparedness  and risk  prevention.  Parliament  is  expected to  demand that  the
European Solidarity Fund (EUSF) have the means to improve Europe’s resilience to climate
change rather than just reacting to the consequences.
 
MEPs also demand special attention to be paid to the EU’s outermost territories, islands and
areas prone to intense seismic or volcanic activity, which are particularly at risk of natural
disasters. They want to see more cooperation between member states during cross-border
disaster response.
 
Background
 
The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was established following the severe floods in
Central Europe in 2002 to provide rapid financial assistance to member states and accession
countries in the event of major natural disasters. Since then, the EUSF has allocated some €
6.6 billion in aid for around 100 natural disasters in 23 member states and in one accession
country.
 
In March 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the scope of the Fund was extended to
cover major public health emergencies.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
2020/2087(INI)
 
Vote: Monday, 17 May (results Tuesday, 18 May)
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Further information
Procedure file
Profile of the rapporteur Younous OMARJEE (The Left, FR)

Committee on Regional Development
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MEPs want to make sure AI technologies respect
EU values
 
Plenary will discuss on Tuesday the need for the EU to pay
increased attention to prevent gender, social or cultural
bias in Artificial Intelligence technology.
 
MEPs are set to demand AI technology is adequately “trained”, using unbiased datasets to
prevent discrimination, ensure gender equality and pluralism, and protect the EU’s cultural and
linguistic diversity.
 
Voting results will be announced on Wednesday evening.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative resolution
 
2020/2017(INI))
 
Debate: Tuesday 18 May 
 
Vote result: Wednesday 19 May
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on artificial intelligence in education, culture and the audiovisual sector

Press release on committee vote: AI technologies must prevent discrimination and protect
diversity (16.03.2021)

Free photos, audio and videomaterial: Robotics and artificial intelligence

Rapporteur Sabine Verheyen (EPP,DE)

Procedure file
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Parliament set to call for an “EU Deal on
Demographics” to halt depopulation
 
Investing in infrastructure and public services is key to
making the countryside more attractive to workers and to
end the rural exodus, MEPs are expected to say.
 
In a report by the Committee on Regional Development, MEPs argue that EU regions should
use the COVID-19 pandemic as an opportunity to reverse current depopulation trends. They
stress that many companies have migrated to working from home, that citizens are looking for
more affordable housing in less densely populated areas and that the EU is channeling funds to
improve health services, education, internet connection, and help the sectors most affected by
the public health crisis.
 
Regional and local authorities should use these resources to build infrastructure, develop public
services and encourage entrepreneurship to attract  young and skilled workers.  MEPs are
expected  to  call  on  the  Commission  and  member  states  to  propose  a  “New  Deal  on
Demographics” to tackle labour migration and respond to the specific needs of regions that are
losing their population, and those with a rapidly growing population.
 
The debate takes place on Monday; voting results will be announced on Thursday morning.
 
Procedure: Own Initiative Report
 
2020/2039(INI)
 
Debate: Monday 17 May
 
Vote result: Thursday, 20 May
 
 
 
 
Further information
Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur: Daniel BUDA (EPP, RO)

Committee on Regional Development
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Better protection of seasonal and posted
workers during health crises
 
MEPs will debate on Monday how to ensure adequate
social protection and freedom of movement for mobile
workers during crises such as the current pandemic.
 
The partial  closure of  borders by member states to  prevent  the spread of  COVID-19 has
severely affected freedom of movement. In a draft report to be put to the vote on Wednesday
(result  announced on Thursday morning),  MEPs are set  to  call  for  a  common healthcare
protocol for mobile workers to guarantee their right to free movement during public health crises.
They will  also ask the Commission and the member states to recognise mobile workers in
strategic manufacturing supply chains, e.g. for medical equipment, as essential, and review the
applicable quarantine requirements for them.
 
 
Procedure: own-initiative report
 
2020/2007(INI)
 
Debate: Monday 17 May
 
Vote result: Thursday 20 May
 
Further information
Draft report on the impacts of EU rules on the free movements of workers and services: intra-
EU labour mobility as a tool to match labour market needs and skills
Press release on committee vote (19.03.2021)

Profile of rapporteur Raden Kanev (EPP, BG)
Procedure file

Eurofound survey - Living, working and COVID-19 (April 2021)
EP Research Service study on Labour mobility and recognition in the regulated professions
Free photos, video and audio material
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•

•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday
morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 

Prisoners of war in the aftermath of the most recent conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan; 
The situation in Haiti; 
The situation in Chad.
 

Procedure: urgency resolutions
 
Debate/vote: Thursday, 20 May 
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights: amending Regulation, Mandl, LIBE,
debate Wed 
Fiscalis  programme for  cooperation in  the field  of  taxation 2021-2027,  Giegold,
ECON, debate Wed 
Chinese countersanctions on EU entities and MEPs and MPs (Debate: 28/04/2021),
Motions for resolutions, vote Mon  
Accelerating progress and tackling inequalities towards ending AIDS as a public
health threat by 2030 Commission OQ DEVE, debate Mon 
European Cybersecurity Competence Centre, Giegold, ECON, debate Wed 
Mobilisation  of  the  European  Globalisation  Adjustment  Fund:  application
EGF/2020/002  EE/Tourism  -  Estonia,  Fernandes,  vote  Mon  BUDG 
Mobilisation of the European Union Solidarity Fund to provide assistance to Greece
and France in relation to natural disasters and to Albania, Austria, Belgium, Croatia,
Czechia,  Estonia,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Hungary,  Ireland,  Italy,  Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Spain in relation to
a public health emergency, Gardiazabal Rubial, vote Mon, BUDG 
Draft amending budget No 2/2021: financing the COVID-19 response and including
refinements and updates related to the final adoption of the Multiannual Financial
Framework, Larrouturou, vote Mon BUDG 
Research Fund for Coal and Steel, Busoi, ITRE, Vote Mon 
Securing the objectives of the landing obligation under Article 15 of the Common
Fisheries Policy, vote Mon Søren Gade (PECH) 
Roma Equality, Inclusion and Participation, Council and Commission statements 
The right of information of the Parliament regarding the ongoing assessment of the
national recovery and resilience plans, Council and Commission statements , debate
Tue, with resolution
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