
 
EU countries should ensure universal access to
sexual and reproductive health
 

MEPs urge member states to protect and further enhance women’s sexual and
reproductive health and rights in a report adopted on Tuesday.
 
In the draft report approved by the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality by 27
votes in favour, 6 against and 1 abstention, MEPs point out that the right to health, in particular
sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR), are fundamental women’s rights which should be
enhanced and cannot in any way be watered down or withdrawn.
 
They add that violations of women’s SRHR are a form of violence against women and girls and
hinder progress towards gender equality. They thus call on EU countries to ensure access to a
full  range of  high-quality,  comprehensive  and accessible  SRHR,  and remove all  barriers
impeding full  access  to  these services.
 
 
Access to abortion, contraception and sexuality education Women’s Rights and Gender
Equality MEPs stress that some member states still  have highly restrictive laws prohibiting
abortion except in strictly defined circumstances, leading to women having to seek clandestine
abortions or carry their pregnancy to term against their will, which is a violation of their human
rights. Thus, they urge all member states to ensure universal access to safe and legal abortion,
and guarantee that abortion at request is legal in early pregnancy, and beyond if the pregnant
person’s health is in danger. They also recall  that a total ban on abortion care is a form a
gender-based violence.
 
Furthermore, MEPs demand that EU countries ensure universal access to a range of high-
quality  contraceptive  methods  and  supplies,  family  counselling  and  information  on
contraception.
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• 	Guarantee access to safe and legal abortion

• Remove all barriers impeding full access to sexual and reproductive health services

• The COVID-19 pandemic has a negative impact on women’s health and rights
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They also urge member states to ensure access to comprehensive sexuality education for
primary and secondary school children, as SRHR education can significantly contribute to
reducing sexual violence and harassment.
 
 
The negative impact of the pandemic on women’s health Regretting that access to abortion
continues to be limited during the COVID-19 crisis, as well as the effects the pandemic has had
on the supply and access to contraceptives, MEPs urge EU countries to consider the health
impact of this crisis through a gender lens and ensure the continuation of a full range of SRHR
services through the health systems.
 
 
Quote Rapporteur Pedrag Matić (S&D, HR) said: ‘‘In the text adopted today, we clearly call on
member states to ensure universal access to SRHR for all, and demonstrate there is strength in
the  EP  to  counter  those  opposing  basic  human  rights.  Sexuality  education,  access  to
contraception and fertility treatments as well as abortion constitute some of the key components
of SRHR services. This is an important step in ensuring that all EU citizens have access to
SRHR and that no person is left behind in exercising their right to health.’’
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197441/PREDRAG+FRED_MATIC/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2215(INI)&l=en
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92132/polish-de-facto-ban-on-abortion-puts-women-s-lives-at-risk-says-parliament
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