
 
Over €484.2 million Euros to help disaster-stricken
EU regions
 

Whilst approving the new aid, MEPs called on the Commission to simplify the EU
Solidarity Fund to ensure it can respond to climate change and more frequent natural
disasters.
 
On Tuesday, Parliament agreed to mobilise €397.5 million from the European Union Solidarity
Fund (EUSF) to help 17 member states and three accession countries to safeguard public
health in fighting COVID-19. The beneficiaries are: Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czechia, Estonia,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Portugal,
Romania,  Spain and Albania,  Montenegro and Serbia.  Further information and a detailed
breakdown of the aid for each country is available in the report, adopted by 675 votes in favour,
8 against and 13 abstentions.
 
 
An additional €86.7 million in aid will be allocated to Greece and France in relation to natural
disasters both countries had to face in the second semester of 2020. More details here.
 
Rapid action and prompt relief needed
 
 
In a resolution also adopted on Tuesday, MEPs highlight that the growing impact of climate
change and the intensification of natural disasters are making European countries increasingly
vulnerable. They argue the EU should make it easier and faster for regions affected by these
disasters to get assistance from the EUSF.
 
The text,  approved by 668 votes in  favour,  10 against  and 18 abstentions,  highlights  the
difficulties faced by beneficiary countries in quickly calculating the costs of damage incurred in
the wake of natural disasters. To ease these issues, MEPs call on the Commission to explore
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0157_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210510IPR03811/covid-19-and-natural-disasters-meps-approve-EU484-2m-in-eu-aid-for-20-countries


ways of cutting bureaucratic hurdles, making fund allocations “as flexible as possible”, in order
to ensure “rapid action and prompt relief” for disaster-stricken regions and countries.
 
Building up resilience to climate change
 
MEPs highlight the “vital” importance of improving preparedness and risk prevention. In order to
achieve this and minimise the impact of crises, the Commission and national governments
should “strengthen research and education” for crisis response. The EUSF’s budget should be
large enough not only to help cover the costs of reconstruction but should also be there to build
up resilience to climate change before disasters happen.
 
Parliament demands the EU pay special attention to its outermost territories, islands and areas
prone to intense seismic or volcanic activity – parts of Europe particularly at risk of natural
disasters. MEPs want the EUSF to also take regional and cross-border disasters into account
more comprehensively.
 
Moreover, Parliament asks the Commission to provide technical and administrative support to
countries in receipt of funding to help them design long-term strategies to reduce the impact of
regional natural disasters and public health emergencies.
 
Quote
 
Younous OMARJEE (The Left,  FR),  rapporteur  and Chair  of  the  Committee  on Regional
Development: “With climate change, climate disasters are expected to increase in frequency in
the coming years. Faced with these human tragedies that bring with them heavy economic
consequences, it is essential to considerably strengthen the resources of the Fund and to speed
up procedures when they are triggered. All  of  Europe’s regions are affected,  in particular
islands, where economic development is still precarious and vulnerability to climate change is
extreme.”
 
Background
 
The European Union Solidarity Fund (EUSF) was established following the severe floods in
Central Europe in 2002 to provide rapid financial assistance to member states and accession
countries in the event of major natural disasters. Since then, the EUSF has allocated some €
6.6 billion in aid for around 100 natural disasters in 23 member states and in one accession
country.
 
In March 2020, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the scope of the Fund was extended to
cover major public health emergencies.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/30482/YOUNOUS_OMARJEE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/97/the-solidarity-fund
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/an-overview-of-the-EU-Solidarity-Fund%202002-2019/qpif-qzyn#1.-which-countries-have-been-supported
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/an-overview-of-the-EU-Solidarity-Fund%202002-2019/qpif-qzyn#1.-which-countries-have-been-supported
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/stories/s/an-overview-of-the-EU-Solidarity-Fund%202002-2019/qpif-qzyn#1.-which-countries-have-been-supported
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200325IPR75811/covid-19-parliament-approves-crucial-eu-support-measures


Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Committee on Regional Development
Committee on Budgets
The adopted texts will be available here (18.05.2021)
Procedure file: Review of the European Union Solidarity Fund
Procedure file: Mobilisation of the European Union Solidarity Fund
Proposed final financial contributions from the EUSF for public health emergencies (COVID-19)
- country breakdown
EU Solidarity Fund - Beneficiary countries and case studies
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/search?q=natural%20disaster&

