
 
MEPs call for an ethical framework to ensure
artificial intelligence respects EU values
 

In a resolution adopted on Wednesday European Parliament calls to ensure that AI
technologies are trained in a way that prevents gender, social or cultural bias and
protects diversity.
 
In a resolution adopted by 623 votes in favour, 12 against and 61 abstentions, MEPs say that
the use of artificial intelligence (AI) technologies in education, culture and the audiovisual sector
could have an impact on “the cornerstones of the fundamental rights and values of our society”.
Therefore all  technologies must be regulated and trained so to protect non-discrimination,
gender equality,  pluralism, as well  as cultural  and linguistic diversity.
 
Human control in education
 
Addressing the different aspects of AI technology use in education, MEPs stress that teachers
must  always be able  to  correct  decisions taken by the AI’s,  especially  regarding student
selection and evaluation. At the same time, they highlight the need to enhance digital skills
across Europe and train teachers to prepare for AI technology use in education.
 
Teachers must never be replaced by AI technologies, especially in early childhood education,
they warn.
 
Regulate media algorithms
 
To prevent  algorithm-based content  recommendations from negatively  affecting the EU’s
cultural and linguistic diversity, MEPs ask for specific indicators to be developed to measure
diversity and ensure that European works are being promoted.
 
The Commission must establish a clear ethical framework for how AI technologies are used in
EU media to ensure people have access to culturally and linguistically diverse content. Such a
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• AI technology must be trained using unbiased data sets to prevent discrimination

• Ethical framework needed for algorithms to reduce filter bubbles and protect diversity

• Teachers must retain control over decisions impacting students’ future opportunities
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framework should also address the misuse of AI to disseminate fake news and disinformation,
they add.
 
Teaching EU values to Artificial Intelligence
 
 
 
The use of biased data that reflect already existing gender inequality or discrimination should be
prevented when training AI,  MEPs urge.  Instead,  inclusive and ethical  data sets must  be
developed, with the help of stakeholders and civil society, to be used during the “deep learning”
process.
 
Quote
 
"For  years  we have fought  against  discrimination and to  retain  our  cultural  and linguistic
diversity, and these values need to be reflected in algorithms and uses of AI technologies", said
the rapporteur Sabine Verheyen (EPP, DE) in the plenary debate preceding the vote.
 
"Artificial intelligence should be trained to not replicate discrimination". She also spoke about the
need to reduce the so called “filter bubbles” and enable transparency for consumers, so that
“people can get a better idea of the culture on offer."
 
Speaking of the need to ensure human-centered approach in the education sector, she said:
"The human being needs to be in the center. They need to always have responsibility and
control and the final say".
 

Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Committee on Culture and Education
The adopted text will be available here (19.05.2021)
Plenary debate on AI in education and culture ahead of the vote (18.05.2021)
Free photos, audio and videomaterial: Robotics and artificial intelligence
Procedure file
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/EN/96756
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cult/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-05-19-TOC_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=cd8aa12d-1852-df5f-35aa-ac0f71c4af15&date=20210518#
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/robotics-and-artificial-intelligence_18009_pk?_package_detail_portlet_PackageDetailPortlet_selectedDate=15%2F03%2F2021
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2017(INI)&l=en

