
 
“Time to open up to citizens”: Conference on the
Future of Europe launched
 

The Conference on the Future of Europe was officially launched on 9 May with a
ceremony at the European Parliament in Strasbourg.
 
The Conference aims to allow Europeans to share their ideas of Europe and formulate
proposals for future EU policies.
 
The inaugural event was the focal point of Europe Day celebrations and followed the launch of
the multilingual digital platform of the Conference in April that will collect all contributions and
facilitate debate.
 
French President Emmanuel Macron, European Parliament President David Sassoli,
Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa and Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
spoke at the ceremony in the presence of Erasmus+ students and members of the Conference's
executive board.
 
More than 500 citizens attended remotely appearing on large screens in the chamber. Ministers,
MEPs, members of national parliaments and other guests also joined the event remotely.
 
All Europeans invited to contribute
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Speakers at the ceremony said that the start of the Conference presented an opportunity for
people to get involved and shape the EU’s future.
 
“We are at a time when citizens want to take responsibility, they want to have a say in the
policies that affect their daily life, their future, the future of the planet,” said European Parliament
president David Sassoli. “It is time to open up to involve citizens more in public life, and that is
the purpose of this Conference.”
 
“Our Union needs a breath of new democratic life and that’s the aim of the Conference on the
Future of Europe that we are launching together today,” said French president Emmanuel
Macron, opening the ceremony. “I hope that this Conference will see the return of great projects,
great ambitions, great dreams.”
 
Speaking on behalf of the Council presidency, Portuguese Prime Minister António Costa said:
“This official launch of the Conference on the Future of Europe is a message of confidence in
the future that we want to convey to all citizens of Europe.” He addressed all Europeans
following the event saying: “This conference is open. It's open, so that all of you can participate.”
 
“We must listen to all voices - whether critical or complimentary - and ensure that we properly
follow up on whatever is agreed. But I do believe that this Conference is a real opportunity to
bring Europeans together and to rally around a common ambition for our future, just as previous
generations did,” said Commission president Ursula von der Leyen.
 
The co-chairs of the executive board of the Conference, Guy Verhofstadt (Parliament), Ana
Paula Zacarias (Council) and Dubravka Šuica (Commission) answered recorded questions.
 
There were live performances by French violinist Renaud Capuçon and the Karski Quartet - a
string quartet of Polish and French musicians based in Brussels.
 
Do you have proposals for what the EU should do? Share them on the Conference’s digital
platform and get involved.
 
Launch of the Conference
Press release
Audiovisual materials
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