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• EU carbon sinks will de facto raise 2030 emissions reduction target to 57%

• Greenhouse gas budget must guide 2040-target

• New independent EU scientific body to monitor progress

The EU Climate Law gives businesses the legal certainty and predictability to plan for climate neutrality by 2050

©AdobeStock/Marcinjozwiak

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

1 I 3



The new EU Climate Law increases the EU’s 2030 emissions reductions target from 40%
to at least 55%. With the contribution from new carbon sinks it could raise to 57%.
 
Parliament endorsed the Climate Law, agreed informally with member states in April, with 442
votes to 203 and 51 abstentions. It transforms the European Green Deal’s political commitment
to EU climate neutrality  by 2050 into a binding obligation.  It  gives European citizens and
businesses the legal certainty and predictability they need to plan for this transition. After 2050,
the EU will aim for negative emissions.
 
Stepping up ambition in 2030
 
The new EU Climate Law increases the EU’s target for reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions  by  2030 from 40% to  at  least  55%,  compared to  1990 levels.  Additionally,  an
upcoming  proposal  from  the  Commission  on  the  LULUCF  Regulation  to  regulate  GHG
emissions and removals from land use, land use change and forestry, will increase EU carbon
sinks and will hence de facto increase the 2030 EU’s target to 57%.
 
Greenhouse gas budget must guide upcoming 2040 target
 
The Commission will make a proposal for a 2040 target at the latest six months after the first
global review in 2023 foreseen in the Paris Agreement. In line with Parliament’s proposal, the
Commission will publish the maximum amount of GHG emissions estimated the EU can emit
until 2050 without endangering the EU’s commitments under the Agreement. This so-called
‘GHG budget’ will be one of the criteria to define the EU’s revised 2040 target.
 
By 30 September  2023,  and every  five  years  thereafter,  the Commission will  assess the
collective progress made by all EU countries, as well as the consistency of national measures,
towards the EU’s goal of becoming climate neutral by 2050.
 
European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change 
 
Given the importance of independent scientific advice, and on the basis of a proposal from
Parliament, a European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change will be set-up to monitor
progress and to assess whether European policy is consistent with these objectives.
 
Quote
 
Parliament rapporteur Jytte Guteland (S&D, Sweden) said: “I am proud that we finally have a
climate law. We confirmed a net emissions reductions target of at least 55%, closer to 57% by
2030 according to our agreement with the Commission. I would have preferred to go even
further, but this is a good deal based on science that will make a big difference. The EU must
now reduce emissions more in the next decade than it  has in the previous three decades
combined, and we have new and more ambitious targets that can inspire more countries to step
up.”
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/nl/press-room/20210419IPR02302/meps-reach-deal-with-council-on-obligation-for-eu-to-be-climate-neutral-by-2050
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0162-AM-177-177_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/forests/lulucf_en
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND/home


Next steps
 
The deal  is  expected to  be approved by the Council  shortly.  The Regulation will  then be
published in the Official Journal and enter into force 20 days later. The Commission plans to
present a series of proposals on 14 July 2021 in order for the EU to be able to reach the more
ambitious 2030-target.
 
Background
 
Parliament has played an important role in pushing for more ambitious EU climate legislation
and declared a climate emergency on 28 November 2019.
 

Contacts 
 
 

Further information
The adopted text will become available here (24.06.2021)
Steps of the procedure
Recording of Plenary debate (24.06.2021)
Press conference with Jytte Guteland (S&D, SWE) & Pascal Canfin (Renew, FR) (21.04.2021)
EP Research briefing: EU Climate Law (03.06.2021)
EP Research briefing: Climate change and climate action
Free photos, video and audio material
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

Thomas HAAHR
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 42976 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 72033 (STR)
(+32) 470 88 09 87
thomas.haahr@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/package-fit-for-55
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191121IPR67110/the-european-parliament-declares-climate-emergency
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0036(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=e8e91998-7402-cae9-d874-ee9aeea3a596&date=20210624
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/press-conference-on-eu-climate-law_20210421-1000-SPECIAL-PRESSER_vd
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)649385
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652032/EPRS_BRI(2020)652032_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-green-deal_17506_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html

