
 

Newsletter
5-8 July 2021
Strasbourg plenary session
 
LGBTIQ rights in Hungary: debate with Council and Commission 
MEPs will assess the risk of discrimination faced by LGBTIQ persons in Hungary, and
the rule of law and fundamental rights situation in both Poland and Hungary.
 
 
Vote on a temporary solution to prevent sexual exploitation of
children online 
MEPs will assess a temporary regulation that allows web-based providers to voluntarily
detect and remove child sexual abuse material online.
 
 
New boost to infrastructure projects improving EU regional
connectivity 
MEPs are set to adopt rules streamlining the rollout of Trans-European transport
network projects and release €30 billion for transport, digital and energy projects.
 
 
Rule of law: MEPs to repeat call for Commission to apply
conditionality rules 
MEPs will review the development of guidelines by the Commission on the application
of rules linking EU funds with respect for the rule of law.
 
 
Debate on Slovenian Presidency of the Council with Prime Minister
Janez Janša 
On Tuesday morning, MEPs will discuss with Slovenia’s Prime Minister the
presidency’s priorities for the second half of 2021.
 
 
Presidents Michel and von der Leyen to debrief MEPs on results of
June EU summit 
MEPs will assess the outcome of the recent European Council, in a debate on
Wednesday morning with Presidents Charles Michel and Ursula von der Leyen.
 
 
Reinforcing the mandate of the European Medicines Agency
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Parliament will debate and adopt its position for talks with Council on a stronger role for
the European Medicines Agency, following lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic.
 
 
Migration: plenary to adopt two funds to support asylum and border
policies 
MEPs will debate two EU funds to help member states manage migration flows, ease
integration of third-country nationals and enhance border management.
 
 
EU must beef up its capacity to fight disinformation, MEPs are set to
say 
Parliament is expected to urge the EU’s Foreign Policy Chief to tackle disinformation
effectively and push for more severe sanctions, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
 
Corruption must be a criterion for EU sanctions, MEPs are set to say 
MEPs are expected to call for corruption to be included as an offence under the new
EU human rights sanctions regime, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
 
Parliament to agree on EU 2030 environmental priorities 
MEPs will debate and vote on their position for talks with Council on the new
Environment Action Programme to accelerate the EU’s transition to a green economy.
 
 
Fisheries: MEPs to warn of the impact of wind turbines and adopt
new fund 
Parliament is set to point to the harm that wind turbines can cause to marine
ecosystems. It will also adopt the €6.1 billion EU Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund.
 
 
MEPS want to halt discrimination against older people 
Parliament is set to demand the promotion across Europe of a more positive
perception of old age and expected to call for fairer pensions.
 
 
Turkey: Parliament to denounce continuous repression of opposition 
MEPs will discuss the Turkish government’s crackdown on the opposition, specifically
the main pro-Kurdish party, on Tuesday and vote on a resolution on Thursday.
 
 
COVID-19: helping the aviation sector to recover 
After a drastic drop in air traffic caused by the pandemic, MEPs will ask the
Commission how to help the aviation sector and relaunch travel and tourism.
 
 
Antarctic: Parliament to call for a rapid solution to protect marine
areas 
MEPs are concerned over the deadlock in international negotiations on the
establishment of three protected Antarctic marine areas.
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Ending the use of animals in research and testing: MEPs to take
stock 
In a debate with the Commission on Thursday, Parliament will debate ways to
accelerate the transition to a research system not based on the use of animals.
 
 
Nicaragua: MEPs to condemn state-run campaign of repression 
Nicaragua will be the focus of a plenary debate on Tuesday with EU Foreign Affairs
Chief Josep Borrell, with a vote on a resolution to follow on Thursday.
 
 
Civil war in Tigray: Parliament to debate recent developments 
MEPs and EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell will review the situation in the war-
torn Tigray region of northern Ethiopia, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Thursday morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-07-05
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Further information
Follow pre-session briefing live - 11.00, Friday, 2 July
Draft agenda
Follow the plenary live
EbS+
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-07-05
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/pre-session-briefing_20210702-1100-SPECIAL-PRESSER_vd
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=PLENARY
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/ebs/both/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=PLENARY
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://epnewshub.eu/#/?_k=n6rjek
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LGBTIQ rights in Hungary: debate with Council
and Commission
 
MEPs will assess the risk of discrimination faced by
LGBTIQ persons in Hungary, and the rule of law and
fundamental rights situation in both Poland and Hungary.
 
On 15 June 2021, the Hungarian Parliament voted almost unanimously (157 votes to 1) in
favour of rules that, under the guise of combatting paedophilia, restrict freedom of speech and
children’s rights by banning LGBTIQ content from being featured in school educational materials
or TV shows for under-18s. In a debate with the Council and the Commission on Wednesday
morning, MEPs will assess whether EU laws are being breached, and what action is envisaged
to protect the rights of children and LGBTIQ persons. A resolution will be put to the vote on
Thursday.
 
MEPs will also quiz the Council and Commission about the two hearings held by the Council on
the  rule  of  law  in  Hungary  and  Poland  on  22  June,  the  outcome of  which  has  not  been
disclosed. Parliament has repeatedly expressed its concerns about the lack of progress in the
Article 7 processes in relation to the situation in Hungary and Poland, and about the continued
deterioration of EU values.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
O-000050/2021
 
Debate: Wednesday 7 July; vote Hungary: Thursday 8 July
 
Further information
Oral question on breaches of EU law and of the rights of LGBTIQ citizens in Hungary
(22.06.2021)

Statement by the Chairs of the Civil Liberties and Gender Equality committees

Rule of law concerns in member states: how the EU can act (infographic)
Protecting EU common values within the member states: An overview of monitoring,
prevention and enforcement mechanisms at EU level (25.09.2020)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material (LGBTIQ freedom in the EU)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material (Rule of Law)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201127IPR92636/eu-values-in-hungary-and-poland-meps-deplore-lack-of-progress-in-council
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201127IPR92636/eu-values-in-hungary-and-poland-meps-deplore-lack-of-progress-in-council
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92131/meps-warn-of-deteriorating-fundamental-rights-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201120IPR92131/meps-warn-of-deteriorating-fundamental-rights-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000050_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000050_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000050_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000050_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210618IPR06501/hungary-the-latest-aggression-against-lgbtiq-rights-is-a-breach-of-eu-values
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210618IPR06501/hungary-the-latest-aggression-against-lgbtiq-rights-is-a-breach-of-eu-values
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)652088
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU(2020)652088
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/lgbtiq-freedom-in-eu_18004_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/lgbtiq-freedom-in-eu_18004_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_18008_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_18008_pk


Vote on a temporary solution to prevent sexual
exploitation of children online
 
MEPs will assess a temporary regulation that allows web-
based providers to voluntarily detect and remove child
sexual abuse material online.
 
Against the backdrop of a significant increase in the volume of child abuse material on the
internet during the pandemic, MEPs will  debate with the Council  and the Commission the
recently agreed derogation to the confidentiality of the communication and traffic data articles
included in the EU law governing the privacy of electronic communications.
 
 
 
Under the agreement, the providers of web-based email, chats and messaging services will be
allowed to voluntarily detect, remove and report child sexual abuse online as well as to use
scanning technologies to detect cyber grooming. MEPs will discuss whether the text strikes the
right balance between ensuring children are protected and safeguarding privacy, as well as
other possible solutions for the long-term.
 
 
The debate will take place on Monday, and the vote is scheduled for Tuesday, with the result
announced in the evening.
 
Background
 
Online material linked to child sexual abuse is detected using specific technologies that scan
content, such as images and text, or traffic data. While hashing technology helps with images
and videos, classifiers and artificial intelligence are used to analyse text or traffic data to detect
cyber grooming.
 
This  temporary  legislation  will  apply  for  a  maximum of  three years,  or  fewer  should  new
permanent  rules  on tackling  child  sexual  abuse online  be agreed in  the  meantime.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure, first reading agreement
 
2020/0259(COD)
 
Debate: Monday, 5 July
 
Vote and result: Tuesday, 6 July
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)659360
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)659360
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210430IPR03213/provisional-agreement-on-temporary-rules-to-detect-and-remove-online-child-abuse
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210430IPR03213/provisional-agreement-on-temporary-rules-to-detect-and-remove-online-child-abuse
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002L0058-20091219
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0259(COD)


Further information
Draft report on temporary derogation from certain provisions of Directive 2002/58/EC

Profile of rapporteur Birgit SIPPEL (S&D, DE):

Procedure file

EP Research Service briefing: Curbing the surge in online child abuse: The dual role of digital
technology in fighting and facilitating its proliferation (23-11-2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/DV/2021/05-26/ANNEXtoEPLETTER-eprivacyderogationtext_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96932/BIRGIT_SIPPEL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96932/BIRGIT_SIPPEL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96932/BIRGIT_SIPPEL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96932/BIRGIT_SIPPEL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96932/BIRGIT_SIPPEL/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0259(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0259(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)659360
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)659360
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2020)659360
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/children-s-rights_18005_pk


New boost to infrastructure projects improving
EU regional connectivity
 
MEPs are set to adopt rules streamlining the rollout of
Trans-European transport network projects and release
€30 billion for transport, digital and energy projects.
 
In March 2021, Parliament and Council negotiators agreed on the new upgraded Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF) programme, worth €30 billion for 2021 to 2027. It will fund transport,
energy and digital projects, and ensure that essential Trans-European projects, such as Rail
Baltica, alternative fuels charging infrastructure and the roll out of 5G coverage to important
transport axes are finished on schedule by 2030.
 
MEPs are also set to endorse another agreement on Trans-European transport network (TEN-
T) rules, which will simplify permit-granting procedures for TEN-T projects in order to facilitate
their completion. Member states will have to designate a point of contact for each project’s
promoter and ensure that getting a permit to launch a project should not take longer than four
years.
 
The debate will take place on Tuesday morning and the vote is scheduled for later that day, with
results announced on Wednesday morning.
 
 
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure, 2nd reading agreement
 
2018/0228(COD) - Connecting Europe facility 2021–2027 
 
2018/0138(COD) - Trans-European transport network
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July
 
Vote results: Wednesday, 7 July 
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0228(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0138(COD)&l=en


Further information
Draft rules on CEF

Draft rules on TEN-T streamlining
Procedure file (CEF)
Procedure file (TEN-T)

EP Research Service briefing on CEF (2020 June)

Connecting Europe Facility (Commission information)

Legislative train on TEN-T streamlining

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CJ05/DV/2021/06-24/CONS_CONS202106115_REV02_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CJ05/DV/2021/06-24/CONS_CONS202106115_REV02_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/TRAN/DV/2021/06-28/CONS_CONS202010537_REV01_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/TRAN/DV/2021/06-28/CONS_CONS202010537_REV01_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/TRAN/DV/2021/06-28/CONS_CONS202010537_REV01_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/TRAN/DV/2021/06-28/CONS_CONS202010537_REV01_EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0228(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0138(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0138(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/628247/EPRS_BRI(2018)628247_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/628247/EPRS_BRI(2018)628247_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/cef_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/infrastructure/cef_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-resilient-energy-union-with-a-climate-change-policy/file-trans-european-transport-network-streamlining-measures
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-resilient-energy-union-with-a-climate-change-policy/file-trans-european-transport-network-streamlining-measures
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-multiannual-financial-framework-2021-2027_17402_pk


Rule of law: MEPs to repeat call for Commission
to apply conditionality rules
 
MEPs will review the development of guidelines by the
Commission on the application of rules linking EU funds
with respect for the rule of law.
 
In a debate on Tuesday and a vote on Wednesday (results announced on Thursday morning),
MEPs are expected to repeat that guidelines are not essential for the application of the new
budget conditionality regulation, nor for the Commission to start investigating possible rule of
law breaches by EU member states.
 
The draft text also refers to the letter of EP President of 23 June, calling on the Commission to
ensure  the  full  and  immediate  application  of  the  regulation  and  threatening  to  take  the
Commission  to  the  Court  of  Justice  if  there  is  “no  reaction”  from  their  side.
 
Background
 
The rule of law conditionality regulation, designed to protect EU funds against their possible
misuse by EU governments, entered into force on 1 January 2021. However, no measures
under it have been proposed yet. The European Council asked the Commission to delay the
application of the regulation so member states could challenge it in the EU Court of Justice
(Poland and Hungary did so on 11 March 2021), and until  the Commission had developed
specific application guidelines.
 
 
In  a  resolution  adopted  in  March  2021,  Parliament  reiterated  the  application  of  the  new
regulation cannot be subject to any guidelines. If the Commission deemed such guidelines
necessary, they should be adopted no later than 1 June.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
2021/2071(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July
 
Vote: Wednesday, 7 July, result Thursday 8 July
 
Press conference tbc
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.LI.2020.433.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2020:433I:TOC
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/files/live/sites/president/files/pdf/Letter%20to%20EC%20RoL%20230621/Sassoli%20Letter%20EC%20230621.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201211IPR93622/parliament-approves-the-rule-of-law-conditionality-for-access-to-eu-funds
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-22-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210304IPR99233/meps-warn-commission-to-activate-rule-of-law-mechanism-without-delay
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2071(INI)


Further information
Press release after committee vote: Rule of Law: start applying budget conditionality
immediately (01-07-2021)
Profile of rapporteur Petri Sarvamaa (EPP, FI)

Profile of rapporteur Eider Gardiazabal Rubial (S&D, ES)

Procedure file

Press release: Hungary: Sassoli letter to von der Leyen - Commission must apply rule of law
regulation (23.06.2021)

Press release: Rule of Law: Parliament prepares to sue Commission for failure to act
(10.06.2021)
EP Article: Rule of law: MEPs press Commission to defend EU funds (2.06.2021)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210628IPR07246/rule-of-law-start-applying-budget-conditionality-immediately
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210628IPR07246/rule-of-law-start-applying-budget-conditionality-immediately
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112611/PETRI_SARVAMAA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112611/PETRI_SARVAMAA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112611/PETRI_SARVAMAA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991/EIDER_GARDIAZABAL+RUBIAL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991/EIDER_GARDIAZABAL+RUBIAL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991/EIDER_GARDIAZABAL+RUBIAL/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2071(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2071(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/hungary-sassoli-letter-to-von-der-leyen---commission-must-apply-rule-of-law-regulation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/hungary-sassoli-letter-to-von-der-leyen---commission-must-apply-rule-of-law-regulation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/hungary-sassoli-letter-to-von-der-leyen---commission-must-apply-rule-of-law-regulation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210604IPR05528/rule-of-law-parliament-prepares-to-sue-commission-for-failure-to-act
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210604IPR05528/rule-of-law-parliament-prepares-to-sue-commission-for-failure-to-act
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20210527STO04908/rule-of-law-meps-press-commission-to-defend-eu-funds
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20210527STO04908/rule-of-law-meps-press-commission-to-defend-eu-funds
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rule-of-law_18008_pk


Debate on Slovenian Presidency of the Council
with Prime Minister Janez Janša
 
On Tuesday morning, MEPs will discuss with Slovenia’s
Prime Minister the presidency’s priorities for the second
half of 2021.
 
The  Slovenian  Presidency  of  the  Council  of  the  EU  is  expected  to  focus  on  the  timely
implementation of the Next Generation EU stimulus package, which finances national measures
designed  to  alleviate  the  economic  and  social  consequences  of  the  pandemic,  and  on
facilitating  the  adoption  of  national  recovery  plans.
 
Slovenia announced that it also intends to advance the discussion in the Conference on the
Future of Europe and to promote the rule of law throughout the EU.
 
EP President Sassoli and Prime Minister Janša will  hold a joint press conference after the
debate.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July 
 
Further information
Slovenian presidency web page
Priorities of the Slovenian presidency

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://futureu.europa.eu/?locale=en
https://futureu.europa.eu/?locale=en
https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/
https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/priorities/
https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/priorities/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/slovenian-presidency_19003_pk


Presidents Michel and von der Leyen to debrief
MEPs on results of June EU summit
 
MEPs will assess the outcome of the recent European
Council, in a debate on Wednesday morning with
Presidents Charles Michel and Ursula von der Leyen.
 
The evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic, progress in national vaccination campaigns and
efforts to reactivate the economy were the key topics of the leaders’ meeting on 24-25 June.
Migration policy and relations with Turkey and Russia also featured prominently. Following the
adoption of legislation in Hungary seeking to restrict children's exposure to LGTBI content,
Heads of State or Government addressed LGBTI discrimination.
 
European Council and Commission statements, no resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 7 July
 
Further information
European Council conclusions (24-25 June)
Sassoli: Today, at long last, Europe is in a position to reduce inequality (Speech to the
European Council, 24.05.2021)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

13 I 31

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2021/06/24-25/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/06/25/european-council-conclusions-24-25-june-2021/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-today-at-long-last-europe-is-in-a-position-to-reduce-inequality
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-today-at-long-last-europe-is-in-a-position-to-reduce-inequality
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/newsroom/sassoli-today-at-long-last-europe-is-in-a-position-to-reduce-inequality
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-council-24-25-june-2021_19601_pk


Reinforcing the mandate of the European
Medicines Agency
 
Parliament will debate and adopt its position for talks with
Council on a stronger role for the European Medicines
Agency, following lessons learned from the COVID-19
pandemic.
 
The debate on extending the mandate of the EU medicines regulator in crisis preparedness and
management for medicinal products and medical devices will take place on Wednesday, and
the vote is scheduled for Thursday.
 
MEPs are expected to call for a new European Medicines Supply Database to monitor and
report on shortages of medicines, for increased transparency from Agency bodies, as well as for
better coordination and public information on clinical trials.
 
Background
 
As part of building a European Health Union, the Commission proposed on 11 November 2020
a new health security framework fit for future health challenges, based on lessons learnt from
combatting  the  coronavirus,  which  includes  a  proposal  to  reinforce  the  mandate  of  the
European  Medicines  Agency.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure
 
2020/0321(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 7 July
 
Vote and results: Thursday, 8 July
 
Press conference with the rapporteur: Nicolás González Casares (S&D, ES) - Wednesday, 7
July, 11.00 CET
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-union_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-building-european-health-union-preparedness-and-resilience_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-building-european-health-union-preparedness-and-resilience_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020PC0725
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0321(COD)


Further information
Press release: COVID-19 lessons learned: stronger role for EU medicines regulator
(22.06.2021)

Draft report

Procedure file

Legislative train
Profile of the rapporteur: Nicolás González Casares (S&D, ES)

European Parliament’s work on EU health policy
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210617IPR06466/covid-19-lessons-learned-stronger-role-for-eu-medicines-regulator
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210617IPR06466/covid-19-lessons-learned-stronger-role-for-eu-medicines-regulator
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210617IPR06466/covid-19-lessons-learned-stronger-role-for-eu-medicines-regulator
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0216_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0216_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0321(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/0321(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-promoting-our-european-way-of-life/file-ema-mandate-extension
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197718/NICOLAS_GONZALEZ+CASARES/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197718/NICOLAS_GONZALEZ+CASARES/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/healthcare-safety_19602_pk


Migration: plenary to adopt two funds to
support asylum and border policies
 
MEPs will debate two EU funds to help member states
manage migration flows, ease integration of third-country
nationals and enhance border management.
 
The 2021-2027 Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, worth €9.88 billion, aims to strengthen
the common asylum policy, develop legal migration in line with member states’ needs, support
the integration of third-country nationals, and contribute to the fight against irregular migration.
At Parliament’s request, the money should also serve to push member states to share the
responsibility of hosting refugees and asylum-seekers more fairly across the EU.
 
With €6.24 billion to be spent over seven years, the Integrated Border Management Fund
should help to strengthen external border management while ensuring fundamental rights are
respected. It will also contribute to a common, harmonised visa policy, and introduce protective
measures for vulnerable people arriving in Europe, notably unaccompanied children.
 
Following a debate on Tuesday, plenary is expected to endorse the informal agreements on
both funds reached with the Council in December 2020.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure, second reading agreement
 
2018/0248(COD) and 2018/0249(COD)
 
Debate: Tuesday 6 July
 
Vote: Wednesday 7 July
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93209/deal-on-eu-funds-for-common-asylum-migration-and-integration-policies-up-to-2027
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93208/agreement-on-eu-instrument-supporting-border-management-and-common-visa-policy
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0248(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0249(COD)


Further information
Draft recommendation for second reading adopted in committee - AMIF (29.06.2021)

Draft recommendation for second reading adopted in committee - IBMF (29.06.2021)

Press release on trilogue agreement:

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (09.12.2020)

Integrated Border Management Fund (10.12.2020)

Profile of rapporteur Tanja Fajon (S&D, SL)

Procedure file (AMIF)
Procedure file (IBMF)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/PR/2021/06-28/1232120EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/PR/2021/06-28/1232120EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/PR/2021/06-28/1232768EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/LIBE/PR/2021/06-28/1232768EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93209/deal-on-eu-funds-for-common-asylum-migration-and-integration-policies-up-to-2027
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93209/deal-on-eu-funds-for-common-asylum-migration-and-integration-policies-up-to-2027
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93209/deal-on-eu-funds-for-common-asylum-migration-and-integration-policies-up-to-2027
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93209/deal-on-eu-funds-for-common-asylum-migration-and-integration-policies-up-to-2027
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93208/agreement-on-eu-instrument-supporting-border-management-and-common-visa-policy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201207IPR93208/agreement-on-eu-instrument-supporting-border-management-and-common-visa-policy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96911/TANJA_FAJON/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96911/TANJA_FAJON/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0248(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0249(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0249(COD)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/asylum_19801_pk


EU must beef up its capacity to fight
disinformation, MEPs are set to say
 
Parliament is expected to urge the EU’s Foreign Policy
Chief to tackle disinformation effectively and push for more
severe sanctions, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
In particular, MEPs are seeking a more comprehensive mandate (to include China and other
forms of interference such as meddling in elections) and better financing of the EU’s Stratcom
Task Force, bodies set up to address disinformation campaigns by, among others, the Kremlin
in the EU, Western Balkans and in the Southern Neighbourhood and Eastern Partnership. They
will  also  seek  improvements  in  coordination  among  EU member  states  and  institutions,
including  tough  decisions  on  sanctions.
 
Procedure: Written question for oral answer by the Vice-President of the Commission/EU High
Representative, without resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July
 
Further information
Question to the High Representative
Press release: MEPs quiz EU foreign policy chief on EU capacity to respond to hybrid attacks
(01.03.2021)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

18 I 31

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/2116/questions-and-answers-about-east-stratcom-task-force_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/2116/questions-and-answers-about-east-stratcom-task-force_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/news_corner/news/southern-neighbourhood-eu-proposes-new-agenda-mediterranean_enhttps:/ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/neighbourhood/eastern-partnership_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000035_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210226IPR98812/meps-quiz-eu-foreign-policy-chief-on-eu-capacity-to-respond-to-hybrid-attacks
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210226IPR98812/meps-quiz-eu-foreign-policy-chief-on-eu-capacity-to-respond-to-hybrid-attacks
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/fight-against-disinformation_18408_pk


Corruption must be a criterion for EU sanctions,
MEPs are set to say
 
MEPs are expected to call for corruption to be included as
an offence under the new EU human rights sanctions
regime, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
The EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime (GHRSR), alternatively known as the EU’s
“Magnitksy Act” and which was adopted in December 2020, does not currently list corruption in
connection with human rights violations as a punishable offense, unlike similar schemes in the
US and Canada. For this reason, MEPs are expected to urge the European Commission and Mr
Borrell to extend the scope of the GHRSR to cover corruption-related crimes. They are also set
to call for an EU coordinated response to retaliatory sanctions by third countries.
 
The debate takes place on Tuesday, and the vote is scheduled for Wednesday, with results
announced on Thursday morning. The oral questions to the European Commission and the
High Representative can be found here and here.
 
Procedure: Oral question with a resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday 6 July
 
Vote: Wednesday 7 July, result Thursday 8 July
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote (16.06.21)

EP Research Service: fighting corruption globally: The link with human rights (07.05.21)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000047_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2021-000048_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210615IPR06212/human-rights-meps-want-to-extend-the-eu-sanctions-regime-to-cover-corruption
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210615IPR06212/human-rights-meps-want-to-extend-the-eu-sanctions-regime-to-cover-corruption
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690625/EPRS_ATA(2021)690625_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690625/EPRS_ATA(2021)690625_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Parliament to agree on EU 2030 environmental
priorities
 
MEPs will debate and vote on their position for talks with
Council on the new Environment Action Programme to
accelerate the EU’s transition to a green economy.
 
For the EU to become a climate-neutral, resource-efficient, clean and circular economy, MEPs
are expected to call for the new EU Environment Action Programme (EAP) to be aligned with
the European Green Deal on climate, biodiversity and the Sustainable Development Goals (
SDGs).
 
The new EAP’s objectives prioritise mitigating and adapting to climate change, biodiversity, a
non-toxic circular economy, a zero-pollution environment and minimising the pressure on the
environment caused by production and consumption across all sectors.
 
MEPs are set to confirm these objectives and to highlight the need to monitor and evaluate the
EU and member states’ progress towards achieving them.
 
The debate will take place on Wednesday, the vote is scheduled for Thursday.
 
Background
 
The EU Environment Action Programme has shaped the EU’s environment policy since the
early 1970s. The seventh EAP expired at the end of 2020. The new and eight EAP shall be in
place until 31 December 2030.
 
 
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
2020/0300(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday 7 July
 
Vote: Thursday 8 July
 
Further information
Procedure file
Commission proposal: ”A General Union Environment Action Programme to 2030”
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210604IPR05513/biodiversity-meps-demand-binding-targets-to-protect-wildlife-and-people
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0300(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0300(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/AUTRES_INSTITUTIONS/COMM/COM/2021/06-14/COM_COM20200652_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/AUTRES_INSTITUTIONS/COMM/COM/2021/06-14/COM_COM20200652_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/packages


Fisheries: MEPs to warn of the impact of wind
turbines and adopt new fund
 
Parliament is set to point to the harm that wind turbines
can cause to marine ecosystems. It will also adopt the €6.1
billion EU Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund.
 
In a report to be debated on Monday and put to the vote on Tuesday, MEPs are expected to
stress that there are already more than 5 000 wind turbines in EU maritime waters, and that
fifteen times the amount of marine space would be needed to reach the 2050 offshore wind
energy capacity targets.
 
MEPs want fishermen and those most affected to be included when decisions are being made
about the construction of new turbines at sea. Offshore windfarms should only be built if there is
a guarantee that they will not have a negative environmental, ecological, socio-economic and
socio-cultural impact, in line with the Blue Economy and the European Green Deal, they are
likely to demand.
 
In a separate vote on Tuesday, following a debate on Monday, MEPs will give their green light
to the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund 2021-2027, worth 6.1 billion EUR. At
least 15% of national allocations will have to be spent on fisheries control and data collection,
and to counter illegal and unregulated fishing. Protecting and restoring biodiversity are also
among the fund’s priorities.
 
Debate on European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund: Monday, 5 July
 
Procedure Offshore Windfarms: Own initiative 2019/2158(INI) and 
 
 
EMFAF: Co-decision 2018/0210(COD)
 
 
 
Debates: Monday 5 July
 
Votes and results: Tuesday 6 July
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_IDA(2020)646152
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-european-green-deal
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2158(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0210(COD)&l=en#tab-0


Further information
Procedure file (The impact on the fishing sector of offshore wind farms and other renewable
energy systems)
Profile of the rapporteur: Peter van Dalen (EPP, NL)

Procedure file (European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 2021–2027 )

Profile of the rapporteur: Gabriel Mato (EPP, ES)

EP Think Tank: EU climate action in ocean governance and fisheries policy
Fisheries Committee Study: Impact of the use of offshore wind and other

marine renewables on European fisheries

Onshore and offshore wind
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2158(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2019/2158(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96809/PETER_VAN+DALEN/assistants#detailedcardmep
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96809/PETER_VAN+DALEN/assistants#detailedcardmep
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0210(COD)&l=en#tab-0
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0210(COD)&l=en#tab-0
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96936/GABRIEL_MATO/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96936/GABRIEL_MATO/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI%282021%29690572
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652212/IPOL_STU(2020)652212_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652212/IPOL_STU(2020)652212_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652212/IPOL_STU(2020)652212_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652212/IPOL_STU(2020)652212_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/renewable-energy/onshore-and-offshore-wind_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/renewable-energy/onshore-and-offshore-wind_en


MEPS want to halt discrimination against older
people
 
Parliament is set to demand the promotion across Europe
of a more positive perception of old age and expected to
call for fairer pensions.
 
A draft report, to be debated on Monday and put to the vote on Wednesday, states that valuing
older people and tackling discrimination against them is only possible through policies based on
solidarity between generations. In this respect, MEPs are likely to stress the importance of fair
pensions and ask for concrete measures to tackle the gender pension gap.
 
The text adopted by the Employment Committee also calls on member states to ensure equal
access to health and care services, including long-term care and palliative care, and to sexual
and reproductive health services. MEPs underline that, in view of the European demographic
trend,  the  emerging  silver  economy  could  turn  into  one  of  the  main  economic  drivers,
particularly  in  rural  areas.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
2020/2008(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 5 July
 
Vote: Wednesday 7 July
 
Further information
Draft resolution on an old continent growing older – possibilities and challenges related to
ageing policy post-2020
Profile of rapporteur : Beate Szydlo (ECR, PL)
Procedure file
European Parliament Think Tank - at a glance: Living in the EU, demography

Publication from the European Commission - The silver economy

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2008(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0194_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0194_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0194_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2008(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/635566/EPRS_ATA(2019)635566_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/635566/EPRS_ATA(2019)635566_EN.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a9efa929-3ec7-11e8-b5fe-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a9efa929-3ec7-11e8-b5fe-01aa75ed71a1
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Turkey: Parliament to denounce continuous
repression of opposition
 
MEPs will discuss the Turkish government’s crackdown on
the opposition, specifically the main pro-Kurdish party, on
Tuesday and vote on a resolution on Thursday.
 
In a debate with High Representative Josep Borrell, MEPs are set to condemn the long-standing
crackdown on the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP). This is the Turkish parliament’s third-
largest party, with thousands of its members tried mainly on terrorism charges.
 
For years, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has accused the HDP of being a political
front for the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). Turkey has a long history of shutting
down political parties seen as a threat, and has in the past banned a series of other pro-Kurdish
parties.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (with resolution)
 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July
 
Vote: Thursday, 8 July
 
Further information
EP Press release: EU-Turkey relations are at a historic low point, say MEPs, 19.05.2021

EP Think Tank: Turkey: 2019 and 2020 country reports, 12.05.2021

EP Multimedia Centre: EU - Turkey
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COVID-19: helping the aviation sector to recover
 
After a drastic drop in air traffic caused by the pandemic,
MEPs will ask the Commission how to help the aviation
sector and relaunch travel and tourism.
 
The COVID‑19 pandemic took a heavy toll on the aviation sector, with air traffic down by more
than two thirds compared with 2019 levels. This will have consequences for years to come and
is threatening the economic viability of companies, jobs and working conditions, MEPs say.
 
In a debate on Thursday, they will ask the Commission what measures are in the pipeline to
support the EU aviation sector’s recovery and how different travel restrictions and sanitary
requirements in the EU can be simplified to reassure people that they can travel stress-free.
 
Procedure: oral question 
 
O-000033/2021
 
Debate: Thursday, 8 July
 
Further information
Oral question on the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the aviation
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Antarctic: Parliament to call for a rapid solution
to protect marine areas
 
MEPs are concerned over the deadlock in international
negotiations on the establishment of three protected
Antarctic marine areas.
 
Talks on the creation of three marine protected areas in Antarctica have ground to a halt. In a
draft resolution to be debated and put to a plenary vote, MEPs urge the parties negotiating
within  the  framework  of  the  Commission  on  the  Conservation  of  Antarctic  Marine  Living
Resources (CCAMLR) to reach an agreement. They will call on the EU to continue playing a
lead role and demand the intensification of bilateral and multilateral efforts, in particular with
those countries that have repeatedly opposed an agreement.
 
The debate will take place on Wednesday evening and the vote is scheduled for Thursday.
 
Background
 
Oceans are the world’s largest active carbon sink. However, the alteration of marine and coastal
ecosystems and the accelerating loss of marine biodiversity is weakening their  resilience,
especially in remote and fragile ecosystems such as Antarctica, which is home to an extremely
rich and diverse biodiversity.
 
Procedure: RSP - Resolutions on topical subjects
 
2021/2757(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday 7 July
 
Vote and results: Thursday 8 July
 
Further information
Procedure file

European Commission: “Ocean conservation: EU takes lead in international effort to establish
new Marine Protected Areas in Antarctica”
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Ending the use of animals in research and
testing: MEPs to take stock
 
In a debate with the Commission on Thursday, Parliament
will debate ways to accelerate the transition to a research
system not based on the use of animals.
 
Current EU legislation protects the welfare of animals still needed for research. As its ultimate
goal, the legislation aims to stop animals being used for scientific purposes, by continuously
replacing, reducing and refining their use in research, regulatory testing and education.
 
The debate will be wrapped up with a resolution to be put to the vote during the September
plenary session (13-16 September).
 
Background
 
Since 1986,  the EU has had specific  legislation covering the use of  animals for  scientific
purposes.  The rules currently  in  place limit  animal  testing for  research and set  minimum
requirements for accommodating and caring for animals. Animal testing for finished cosmetic
products has been prohibited in the EU since 2004 and for cosmetic ingredients since 2009.
 
Procedure: Commission statement with resolution
 
Debate: Thursday 8 July
 
Vote: September Plenary
 
Further information
European Commission: “Animals used for scientific purposes”

EP hink Tank: Animal testing
Animal welfare and protection: EU laws explained (videos)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Nicaragua: MEPs to condemn state-run campaign
of repression
 
Nicaragua will be the focus of a plenary debate on Tuesday
with EU Foreign Affairs Chief Josep Borrell, with a vote on
a resolution to follow on Thursday.
 
MEPs are expected to strongly criticise the ongoing detention of Nicaraguan opposition figures
ahead of  the country’s presidential  elections in November,  and will  call  for  the immediate
release of  all  those detained.
 
Background
 
As part  of  a  widespread crackdown by  the  Nicaraguan government,  about  20  prominent
opposition leaders, including several potential presidential candidates, have been detained
ahead of a vote in which president Daniel Ortega is running for a fourth consecutive term. In its
resolution of  8 October 2020,  the European Parliament condemned attempts to adopt  an
unconstitutional law on the regulation of foreign agents, the special law on cybercrime and a law
on hate crimes that provided Ortega’s government with a repressive tool to silence its critics.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (with resolution)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July
 
Vote: Thursday, 8 July
 
Further information
Joint Statement by the Committee on Foreign Affairs David McAllister (EPP, DE) and the
Delegation for Relations with the countries of Central America, Tilly Metz (Greens/EFA, LU),
15.06.2021
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Delegation for Relations with the countries of Central America
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Civil war in Tigray: Parliament to debate recent
developments
 
MEPs and EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell will review
the situation in the war-torn Tigray region of northern
Ethiopia, in a debate on Tuesday.
 
The brutal civil  war in Tigray started in November last year following clashes between the
Ethiopian  National  Defense  Forces,  supported  by  other  entities,  and  the  Tigray  regional
government.
 
There have since been many reports of atrocities committed against civilians in the region,
which is also experiencing a conflict-induced famine.
 
Last  week,  three aid workers from the Doctors Without  Borders organisation,  including a
Spanish national,  were found dead, an act the aid organisation has described as a brutal
murder.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
Debate: Tuesday, 6 July
 
Further information
European Parliament resolution of 26 November 2020 on the situation in Ethiopia

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Press statement on weaponised sexual violence, notably in Tigray, Ethiopia
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•
•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday
morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 

The case of Ahmadreza Djalali in Iran; 
Hong Kong, notably the case of Apple Daily; 
The death penalty in Saudi Arabia, notably the cases of Mustafa Hashem al-Darwish
and Abdullah al-Howaiti.
 

Debate and vote: Thursday, 8 July
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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•
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•
•
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•
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Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

Financial activities of the European Investment Bank, annual report 2020 + control of
the financial activities of the European Investment Bank, annual report 2019, Silva
Pereira and Eickhout, debate Monday, vote Tuesday, result Wednesday 
The  70th  anniversary  of  the  Geneva  Convention,  Council  and  Commission
statements,  without  resolution,  debate  Tuesday 
Annual report on the functioning of the Schengen area, Debate Tuesday, Fajon, INI,
vote Wednesday, result Thursday 
Internal Security Fund, no debate, vote Monday, Hohlmeier COD 
Citizens’ dialogues and Citizens’ participation in the EU decision-making, Scholz,
debate Monday, vote and result Wednesday 
EU-NATO cooperation in the context of transatlantic relations, López Isturiz, (INI)
debate Monday, vote and result Wednesday 
Trade related aspects and implications of COVID-19, Van Brempt, debate Monday
(INI), vote Tuesday, result Wednesday 
Review of the macroeconomic legislative framework, Marques, debate Monday, vote
Tuesday, vote and result Thursday 
Joint debate on Visa Information System (VIS), visa processing and conditions for
accessing other EU information systems for VIS, Rangel, debate Tuesday, vote and
result Wednesday 
State of play of the implementation of the EU Digital Covid Certificate regulations,
Commission statement without resolution, debate Wednesday 
Commission statement - Commission Work Programme 2022, Wednesday
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