
 

Newsletter
4-7 October 2021
Strasbourg plenary session
 
EU-US relations: MEPs to reflect on future of partnership 
On Tuesday morning, Parliament will debate the state of the transatlantic partnership,
the need for more EU autonomy and how to cooperate with the Biden administration.
 
 
Energy costs: MEPs to debate measures to limit impact of price rises 
With energy prices surging and MEPs worried about the consequences for consumers
and businesses, Parliament, Council and Commission will discuss possible options to
address the crisis.
 
 
MEPs to discuss EU relations with Belarus 
Parliament will debate the situation in Belarus more than a year after the fraudulent
presidential elections and the brutal crackdown on protests.
 
 
EU cyber defence: Parliament to debate future strategy 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss the EU’s cybersecurity defence policy and how to
make its military and civilian strands more resilient.
 
 
Use of artificial intelligence by the police: Parliament to propose
guidelines 
To avoid discrimination and ensure the right to privacy, MEPs demand strong
safeguards when artificial intelligence tools are used in law enforcement.
 
 
New EU Asylum Agency: MEPs to assess new powers and increased
resources 
The enhanced EU Asylum Agency and its ability to support asylum and reception
systems in member states will be the focus of a plenary debate on Thursday.
 
 
Parliament wants the EU to meet its ambition for zero road deaths by
2050 
To achieve a goal of zero deaths on EU roads by 2050, MEPs are set to demand more
robust road safety measures, such as a 30 km/h speed limit and zero-tolerance for
drink-driving.
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Hungarian and Polish recovery plans not approved: MEPs seek
clarity 
On Wednesday, MEPs will discuss with Commissioners Dombrovskis and Gentiloni the
state of play of the Hungarian and Polish recovery and resilience plans.
 
 
Future health crises: MEPs to debate EU approach 
On Tuesday, Parliament will debate recently-proposed measures to advance the EU's
health emergency response and preparedness capacities.
 
 
Arctic: MEPs to call for peace, as tension in the region must be
defused 
MEPs are set to stress the need for constructive international cooperation in the Arctic,
while raising concerns over emerging threats to the stability in the region.
 
 
Promoting the rights of EU citizens living with a disability 
MEPs are set to call for measures to strengthen the rights of Europeans living with a
disability, including facilitating easier travel and access to non-segregated housing.
 
 
Reforming EU policy to fight harmful taxation practices 
MEPs will debate and vote on ways to tackle some worrying tax practices that facilitate
tax avoidance, undermine competition and damage citizens’ trust.
 
 
MEPs to quiz Commission on shortcomings of EU anti-money
laundering rules 
Poor coordination at EU level and inadequate implementation of existing rules impede
the fight against money laundering and need to be addressed, according to MEPs.
 
 
Protecting women and children from intimate partner violence after
separation 
Child custody disputes constitute a form of gender-based violence when used by
violent partners to continue to harm their victims, a draft report says.
 
 
Tourism: lessons learned from 2021 holiday season 
As the pandemic took a heavy toll on tourism, MEPs will look into lessons learned from
the 2021 season and the effectiveness of the EU digital COVID certificate.
 
 
Social platforms: MEPs to demand EU step up efforts to fight
disinformation 
Parliament is to urge the Commission to take foreign interference more seriously
across all policy planning, in a debate on Tuesday evening.
 
 
EU trust funds and Turkey refugee facility under scrutiny
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MEPs will evaluate the extra-budgetary EU Trust Funds for external assistance as well
as the Facility for Refugees in Turkey in a debate and a vote on a resolution.
 
 
MEPs to demand EU action to halt global biodiversity loss 
MEPs set to vote on a resolution calling for the EU to reduce its global impact on
biodiversity and invest in greater protection for fragile ecosystems.
 
 
Tigray: MEPs to debate the humanitarian situation and blocked aid
supplies 
Parliament will take stock of the latest developments in Ethiopia’s war-torn Tigray
region, in a debate on Tuesday afternoon.
 
 
Human rights and democracy resolutions 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Thursday morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2021-10-04
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Further information
Pre-session briefing - 11.00 - Friday, 1 October
Final draft agenda
Follow the plenary live
EbS+
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://epnewshub.eu/#/?_k=bu97zw
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EU-US relations: MEPs to reflect on future of
partnership
 
On Tuesday morning, Parliament will debate the state of
the transatlantic partnership, the need for more EU
autonomy and how to cooperate with the Biden
administration.
 
During the debate,  MEPs are expected to discuss the consequences for  the transatlantic
partnership of the withdrawal of US and NATO troops from Afghanistan, as well as the need to
strengthen the EU’s strategic autonomy and defence capabilities. The fallout from the recently-
announced “AUKUS” military cooperation and associated submarine deal is also likely to be
brought up.
 
In a report on the future of EU-US relations adopted last July, Foreign Affairs Committee MEPs
expressed their hope that the election of Joe Biden will stimulate a new impetus in bilateral
relations and lead to better engagement between the two powers, with them working together
as equal partners. In that report, MEPs welcomed the recommitment of the US to rules-based
multilateralism, as well as the decision to re-join the Paris Agreement and the World Health
Organisation.
 
The report also calls for a coordinated position vis-à-vis Russia and China as well as for closer
cooperation on clean energy and research, development and innovation and the fight against
terrorism.
 
The text will be put to a final vote on Wednesday. A press conference with rapporteur Tonino
Picula (S&D, HR) is scheduled for Tuesday at 12.00 in Parliament’s Daphne Caruana Galizia
press conference room.
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 October 
 
Vote Tuesday/Wednesday, result Wednesday 6 October
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/breton/announcements/time-rebalance-eu-us-relationship-thierry-breton_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0250_EN.html


Further information
Committee on Foreign Affairs

Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur Tonino Picula (S&D, HR)

EP Research Service: The situation in Afghanistan: Essential benchmarks for EU engagement,
17.09.2021

EP Research Service: Advancing democracy in the world: EU-US Explainer, 28.07.2021

Breton on AUKUS

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2038(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2038(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112744/TONINO_PICULA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112744/TONINO_PICULA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)698019
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)698019
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)698019
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)696178
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)696178
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/breton/announcements/time-rebalance-eu-us-relationship-thierry-breton_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/breton/announcements/time-rebalance-eu-us-relationship-thierry-breton_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-usa_17601_pk


Energy costs: MEPs to debate measures to limit
impact of price rises
 
With energy prices surging and MEPs worried about the
consequences for consumers and businesses, Parliament,
Council and Commission will discuss possible options to
address the crisis.
 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will hear from the European Commission and the Council on
possible European solutions regarding the rise of energy prices, as gasprices surge because of
high demand and low stocks in member states. The debate is set to focus on the role of energy
efficiency measures and renewable energy in this context, as well as the need to tackle energy
poverty.
 
The European Commission has already said that revenues from the EU Emissions Trading
Scheme (ETS) could be used by member states to mitigate the impact of soaring prices, in
particular their societal consequences. The EU is also working on setting up a social fund in this
context, within the new climate package announced 14 July.
 
Council and Commission statements, with debate
 
Debate: Wednesday 6 October
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rising-energy-costs_20304_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/rising-energy-costs_20304_pk


MEPs to discuss EU relations with Belarus
 
Parliament will debate the situation in Belarus more than a
year after the fraudulent presidential elections and the
brutal crackdown on protests.
 
More than one year after the fraudulent presidential  elections in Belarus,  and despite the
international community’s repeated calls for dialogue, the regime's all-out, brutal crackdown on
opposition figures,  independent  media and civil  society  representatives shows no sign of
abating.
 
Since the summer, the Belarusian authorities, led by dictator Aliaksandr Lukashenka, have also
directed a substantial number of migrants towards the Polish, Lithuanian and Latvian borders -
with hundreds of people detained after crossing over into the EU illegally. Urgent measures,
including  states  of  emergency,  have  been  taken  to  reinforce  border  protection,  with  the
assistance  of  the  EU and  its  bodies.
 
Recently,  migrants  were  found  dead close  to  the  Polish-Belarusian  border.  On Tuesday
morning, MEPs will discuss these dramatic events, and how to respond to Belarusian actions
and provocations, with EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell and Commissioner for Home
Affairs Ylva Johansson. A resolution will be put to the vote on Thursday.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy with resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 October 
 
Vote and result: Thursday, 7 October
 
Further information
European Parliament’s delegation for relation with Belarus
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

8 I 28

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-by/home
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-belarus_18301_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/eu-belarus_18301_pk


EU cyber defence: Parliament to debate future
strategy
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss the EU’s cybersecurity
defence policy and how to make its military and civilian
strands more resilient.
 
In its report adopted in July, the Foreign Affairs Committee stressed that EU member states
must cooperate more closely on cyber defensive capabilities and operations. MEPs insisted, for
example, on joint responses to cyberattacks, like the sanctions the EU can impose on state-
backed hacking groups.
 
Unlike other military domains, cyberspace infrastructure is mainly owned by private companies
based  mostly  outside  the  EU.  This  leads  to  EU  countries  becoming  industrially  and
technologically dependent on third parties. The EU must therefore become more technologically
independent, and innovate and invest more in cyber defence capabilities and personnel, MEPs
are set to say.
 
The report will be put to the vote on Wednesday, with results announced on Thursday.
 
Statement by the Vice-President of  the Commission/High Representative of  the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy with resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 October 
 
Vote: Wednesday, 6 October, result Thursday 7 October
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0234_EN.html


Further information
Committee on Foreign Affairs

Report on the state of EU cyber defence capabilities
Procedure file

Profile of the rapporteur Urmas Paet (Renew, ET)
EP Research Service: Recent cyber-attacks and the EU's cybersecurity strategy for the digital
decade, 02.06.2021
EP Research Service: EU cyber sanctions: Moving beyond words, 25.09.2020

EP Multimedia Centre:

Cybersecurity: Free photos, audio and video material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0234_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2256(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2256(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/129073/URMAS_PAET/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690639
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2021)690639
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)652092
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)652092
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/cybersecurity_19501_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/cybersecurity_19501_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/cybersecurity_19501_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/cybersecurity_19501_pk


Use of artificial intelligence by the police:
Parliament to propose guidelines
 
To avoid discrimination and ensure the right to privacy,
MEPs demand strong safeguards when artificial
intelligence tools are used in law enforcement.
 
In a draft resolution, the Civil Liberties Committee point to the risk of algorithmic bias in AI
applications, emphasising the need for human oversight and strong legal controls to prevent
discrimination. Human operators should always make final decisions, MEPs say, and algorithms
should be transparent, traceable and sufficiently documented.
 
The draft text calls for private facial recognition databases (like the Clearview AI system, which
is already in use) to be banned. It also opposes predictive policing based on behavioural data.
In order to respect privacy and the right to human dignity, MEPs ask to permanently ban the
automated recognition of individuals in public spaces, as well as any system for the social
scoring of citizens, where individuals are assigned a rating based on their behaviour, which
could be used to apply rewards or punishments.
 
Procedure: own-initiative report
 
Debate: Monday 4 October
 
Vote: Tuesday, 5 October, result announced Wednesday, 6 October
 
 
 
Further information
Press release after committee vote (29.06.2021)

Procedure file

Rapporteur Petar Vitanov (S&D, BG)
AI rules: what the European Parliament wants

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material

 - AI and robotics
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0232_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210624IPR06917/artificial-intelligence-in-policing-safeguards-needed-against-mass-surveillance
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210624IPR06917/artificial-intelligence-in-policing-safeguards-needed-against-mass-surveillance
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2016(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2016(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197844/PETAR_VITANOV/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/artificial-intelligence-in-the-eu/20201015STO89417/ai-rules-what-the-european-parliament-wants
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/artificial-intelligence-in-the-eu/20201015STO89417/ai-rules-what-the-european-parliament-wants
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/robotics-and-artificial-intelligence_18009_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/robotics-and-artificial-intelligence_18009_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/robotics-and-artificial-intelligence_18009_pk
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/robotics-and-artificial-intelligence_18009_pk


New EU Asylum Agency: MEPs to assess new
powers and increased resources
 
The enhanced EU Asylum Agency and its ability to support
asylum and reception systems in member states will be the
focus of a plenary debate on Thursday.
 
In June 2021, Parliament and Council negotiators agreed to turn the current EU Asylum Support
Office (EASO), operational  since 2011, into a fully-fledged agency in order to improve its
capacity to assist member states operationally including in crisis situations, and when relocating
and resettling asylum-seekers and refugees. The new Agency will  also be responsible for
monitoring on the ground how various aspects of the common asylum system are being applied
in  member  states,  such  as  reception  conditions,  respect  for  fundamental  rights  or  child
protection  safeguards.
 
The prospects for progress on the wider reform of the Common European Asylum System are
likely to be raised during the debate. The vote on the reform of the Asylum Agency will take
place in a future plenary session.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure, 1st reading agreement
 
2016/0131(COD)
 
Debate: Thursday 7 October 
 
Vote : later plenary session 
 
 
 
Further information
Press release after provisional agreement (29.06.2021)

EP rapporteur Elena YONCHEVA (S&D, BG)

European Asylum Support Agency
Procedure file (2016/0131 COD)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material - AI and robotics
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0131%28COD%29&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210628IPR07254/a-new-stronger-asylum-agency-for-a-more-consistent-asylum-policy-across-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210628IPR07254/a-new-stronger-asylum-agency-for-a-more-consistent-asylum-policy-across-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197842/ELENA_YONCHEVA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197842/ELENA_YONCHEVA/home
https://www.easo.europa.eu/
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0131%28COD%29&l=en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/asylum_19801_pk


Parliament wants the EU to meet its ambition
for zero road deaths by 2050
 
To achieve a goal of zero deaths on EU roads by 2050,
MEPs are set to demand more robust road safety
measures, such as a 30 km/h speed limit and zero-
tolerance for drink-driving.
 
The draft resolution, on which MEPs will debate on Monday and vote on Tuesday, notes that
around 22 700 people  die  on  EU roads annually,  with  around 120 000 seriously  injured.
Progress in reducing fatality rates has stagnated in recent years and the EU missed its self-
imposed target to halve the number of road deaths between 2010 and 2020.
 
To remedy this situation, MEPs are set to call for more investments in safer roads, a speed limit
of  30km/h  in  residential  areas  and  areas  where  there  are  high  numbers  of  cyclists  and
pedestrians,  as  well  as  for  zero-tolerance  approach  to  drink-driving.
 
Procedure: non-legislative resolution
 
2021/2014(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 4 October
 
Vote result: Tuesday, 5 October, result Wednesday 6 October
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution

EP rapporteur Elena Kountoura (The Left, EL)
EP Research Service briefing on road safety in the EU

Procedure file
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2014(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0211_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0211_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197699/ELENA_KOUNTOURA/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)635540
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2019)635540
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2014(INI)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/road-safety_20303_pk


Hungarian and Polish recovery plans not
approved: MEPs seek clarity
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will discuss with Commissioners
Dombrovskis and Gentiloni the state of play of the
Hungarian and Polish recovery and resilience plans.
 
MEPs are set to ask for the key reasons behind the delay and the timelines for the Commission
to approve both plans. The extension to approve the Polish recovery plan expired on 3 August
and for the Hungarian plan on 30 September.
 
Amid concerns about  the rule  of  law situation in  both  countries,  MEPs are  likely  to  seek
reassurance  that,  if  the  plans  are  approved,  the  EU’s  financial  interests  will  be  properly
protected and a robust control mechanism put in place. Additionally, they are likely to enquire
how discrimination against minorities in both Poland and Hungary might go against the principle
of fair and equal treatment.
 
Background
 
The Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) is the biggest building block of the Next Generation
EU stimulus package and a temporary crisis instrument designed to help EU countries tackle
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic with a total firepower of € 672.5 billion in loans and
grants. So far, 25 national plans have been submitted; the Commission approved 20 of these
and 18 have been adopted by the Council.  Subsequently,  pre-financing has already been
disbursed to 16 member states as requested.
 
Commission statement without resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 6 October
 
Further information
EP Research Service: Recovery and Resilience Plans - state of play (September 2021)
Recovery and Resilience Facility website European Commission
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210204IPR97105/parliament-gives-go-ahead-to-EU672-5-billion-recovery-and-resilience-facility
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
http://www.refreg.ep.parl.union.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/689459/IPOL_IDA(2021)689459_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en


Future health crises: MEPs to debate EU
approach
 
On Tuesday, Parliament will debate recently-proposed
measures to advance the EU's health emergency response
and preparedness capacities.
 
MEPs are expected to quiz Commission and Council on Parliament’s role in the establishment
and functioning of the European Health Emergency preparedness and Response Authority
(HERA).
 
Concerns over the proposed legal basis for the new entity, as well as the lack of democratic
oversight, were raised by MEPs during a recent meeting of Parliament’s Environment and
Public Health Committee.
 
Background
 
On 16 September, the Commission launched the European Health Emergency preparedness
and Response Authority (HERA) tasked with anticipating threats and potential health crises,
through intelligence gathering and building the necessary response capacities. Through a
Commission decision, HERA has been set up as an internal Commission structure, expected to
be fully operational in early 2022. An accompanying Council regulation adds a framework of
measures related to medical countermeasures in the event of a public health emergency.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, without resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 5 October
 
 
Further information
Press release (European Commission): European Health Emergency preparedness and
Response Authority (HERA): Getting ready for future health emergencies
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Arctic: MEPs to call for peace, as tension in the
region must be defused
 
MEPs are set to stress the need for constructive
international cooperation in the Arctic, while raising
concerns over emerging threats to the stability in the
region.
 
In a new report on geopolitical and security challenges in the Arctic, MEPs highlight that, in
recent decades, the Arctic has been an area of peace, low tension and constructive cooperation
and that Arctic states and the international community should keep it as such. They stress the
region’s strategic and political importance to the EU, as an Arctic stakeholder, and underline
that the Union is committed to sustainable and peaceful long-term development in the region.
 
MEPs express serious concern in the report over the gradual Russian military build-up in the
Arctic, which they do not believe is justified by the situation on the ground, as it significantly
exceeds legitimate defensive purposes.
 
The text will be debated on Tuesday afternoon and put to the vote on Wednesday, with results
announced on Thursday.
 
Ahead of the plenary vote, a delegation of Foreign Affairs Committee MEPs visited Denmark,
Greenland and Iceland on 21-24 September to discuss international cooperation and challenges
in the Arctic with political representatives and officials.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
2020/2112(INI)
 
Specialist: Viktor
 
Debate: Tuesday, 5 October
 
Vote: Wednesday 6 October, results Thursday 7 October
 
 
 
Further information
Profile of rapporteur Anna Fotyga (ECR, Poland)
Procedure file
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Promoting the rights of EU citizens living with a
disability
 
MEPs are set to call for measures to strengthen the rights
of Europeans living with a disability, including facilitating
easier travel and access to non-segregated housing.
 
Mobility, education and housing – these are the areas where the draft report says reform is most
needed to help Europeans living with disabilities. Key recommendations by MEPs include more
flexible assistance with rail travel and introducing a European Disability Card; making sure that
education systems can accommodate different kinds of learners and different student needs;
and providing non-institutionalised, non-segregated housing to citizens with a disability, so that
they can be active participants in their community.
 
MEPs are also set to say that the EU needs to focus more on combatting violence (including
gender-based violence) and harassment,  which people with a disability  are more likely to
experience than their peers, and to close the employment gap between disabled people and
others.
 
The debate will take place on Monday, the text will be put to the vote on Wednesday, with
results announced on Thursday morning.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative resolution
 
2020/2209(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 4 October 
 
Vote Wednesday 6 October, result Thursday 7 October
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote (15.07.2021)

Profile of rapporteur:

Alex AGIUS SALIBA (S&D, MT)
Procedure file

EP  briefing: The protection role PETI in the implementation of the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2018 update)

EP  study: The Post-2020 European Disability Strategy
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Reforming EU policy to fight harmful taxation
practices
 
MEPs will debate and vote on ways to tackle some
worrying tax practices that facilitate tax avoidance,
undermine competition and damage citizens’ trust.
 
The  resolution,  debated  on  Wednesday  and  put  to  the  vote  on  Thursday,  points  to  the
antiquated system currently in place, at both EU and international level, which only targets
preferential rates offered to specific companies to the detriment of all others, while disregarding
the harmful general tax regimes that are becoming more common in numerous countries.
 
Most importantly, the draft text contains detailed proposals for reforming the Code of Conduct
Group, an informal body in the Council tasked with assessing tax measures that potentially
encourage harmful tax competition. MEPs have long criticised the scope and working methods
of this body, arguing that they are not fit for current times.
 
Procedure: Own initiative resolution
 
2020/2258(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 6 October
 
Vote and results: Thursday, 7 October
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on reforming the EU policy on harmful tax practices.

Profile of rapporteur: Aurore Lalucq (S&D, FR)

Procedure file

EP  study - Harmful tax practices in the EU: definition, identification and recommendations
(31.05.2021)
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to quiz Commission on shortcomings of EU
anti-money laundering rules
 
Poor coordination at EU level and inadequate
implementation of existing rules impede the fight against
money laundering and need to be addressed, according to
MEPs.
 
Following  a  recent  special  report  by  the  European  Court  of  Auditors  on  EU anti-money
laundering efforts, MEPs will ask the Commission on Thursday about its planned measures
beyond a revision of  the legislative package aimed to counter  money laundering and the
financing of  terrorism.
 
MEPs will also seek more information on how to better ensure the effective implementation of
EU rules by member states. They will also question the Commission on staffing and resources
for the anti-money laundering authority (AMLA), why its creation is only scheduled for 2023, and
how coordination and cooperation with  the European Public  Prosecutor’s  Office  (EPPO),
Europol  and the European Anti-Fraud Office  (OLAF)  will  be  organised.
 
 
 
Procedure: Question for oral answer to the Commission
 
Debate: Thursday, 7 October
 
Further information
Question for oral answer to the Commission: Increased efforts to fight money laundering

Special report by the European Court of Auditors (28.06.2021)

Legislative package for the revision of the EU anti-money laundering and countering financing
of terrorism architecture (AML/CFT) (20.07.2021)
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Protecting women and children from intimate
partner violence after separation
 
Child custody disputes constitute a form of gender-based
violence when used by violent partners to continue to harm
their victims, a draft report says.
 
Parliament is expected to adopt a report condemning “in the strongest possible terms” all forms
of gender-based violence, domestic violence and violence against women. The text will call on
member states to urgently address the increase in intimate partner violence during the COVID-
19 pandemic and to ensure adequate legal protection, effective hearings, restraining orders,
shelters, counselling and financial support for victims.
 
Aware of the severe consequences that intimate partner violence can have after separation,
resulting in the most extreme cases in femicide and infanticide, MEPs stress that the protection
of women and children from violence and the best interests of the child must take precedence
over other criteria when establishing the arrangements for custody and visitation rights.
 
The text will be debated on Monday and put to the vote on Tuesday.
 
Procedure: own-initiative report 
 
2019/2166(INI))
 
Debate: Monday 4 October
 
Vote: Tuesday 5 October, result announced Wednesday 6 October
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Further information
Draft report on the impact of intimate partner violence and custody rights on women and
children

Press release on committee vote (14.07.2021)

Profile of rapporteur Luisa Regimenti (EPP, IT)

Profile of the rapporteur Elena Kountoura (The Left, EL)

Procedure file

Video statement by rapporteur Luisa Regimenti (EPP, IT) (22.02.2021)

EP Press release: Make gender-based violence a crime under EU law, MEPs say (16.09.2021)

EP Study: Tackling violence against women and domestic violence in Europe – The added
value of the Istanbul Convention and remaining challenges (30.10.2020)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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Tourism: lessons learned from 2021 holiday
season
 
As the pandemic took a heavy toll on tourism, MEPs will
look into lessons learned from the 2021 season and the
effectiveness of the EU digital COVID certificate.
 
With  the  end  of  the  2021  summer  season,  MEPs want  the  Commission  to  assess  if  EU
measures to safely reopen travel within the EU, as well  as to and from non-EU countries,
worked sufficiently. They are particularly interested in the roll-out of the EU digital  COVID
certificate and the creation of a European Tourism COVID-19 safety seal, as advocated by the
European Parliament in March 2021.
 
In a debate on Tuesday evening, MEPs will also ask the Commission to share the latest data
regarding support given to the tourism sector and what further actions are needed to continue
this support and to facilitate EU funding for SMEs.
 
Procedure: oral question 
 
OQ-000054
 
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 October
 
 
 
Further information
Oral question: assessing the Union’s measures for the EU tourism sector as the end of the
summer season nears

Press release: MEPs demand safe and clean travel (25-03-2021)
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Social platforms: MEPs to demand EU step up
efforts to fight disinformation
 
Parliament is to urge the Commission to take foreign
interference more seriously across all policy planning, in a
debate on Tuesday evening.
 
The Committee on Foreign Interference has established that,  while  the upcoming Digital
Services Act will strengthen requirements for online platforms to tackle illegal content and create
a safer and trusted online environment, different policy makers still do not work together to
unveil patterns of attack and disinformation. MEPs are therefore urging, in a series of questions
to  the  Commission,  for  it  to  consider  whether  legislation  in  one policy  area might  create
disinformation  vulnerabilities  elsewhere.
 
Advocating for more coordination and cooperation at the EU and national level, in their queries
MEPs raise a series of issues the EU must deal with, including checking disinformation and hate
speech in languages other than English, data brokering and algorithm regulation, the spread of
media literacy, and the promotion of quality media content.
 
Procedure: Written question for oral answer by the Commission, without resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 October
 
 
 
Further information
Question to the High Representative

Press release: EU must beef up its capacity to fight disinformation, MEPs say to Borrell
(06.07.2021)
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EU trust funds and Turkey refugee facility under
scrutiny
 
MEPs will evaluate the extra-budgetary EU Trust Funds for
external assistance as well as the Facility for Refugees in
Turkey in a debate and a vote on a resolution.
 
Parliament has repeatedly voiced the need for the EU Trust Funds (EUTFs) and extraordinary
Facility for Refugees in Turkey (FRT) to be subject to enhanced parliamentary scrutiny, as these
funds are financed in part by the EU budget, but circumvent the budgetary procedure. MEPs
think that Parliament should be more closely involved in preparing and negotiating future EUTFs
and in extending existing ones and other financial instruments in the domain of EU external
action.
 
MEPs believe that external assistance should be financed in full  from the European Union
budget  and be  implemented  in  a  coherent  way  in  full  respect  of  Parliament’s  legislative,
budgetary  and control  prerogatives.
 
A summary of the draft report (“explanatory statement”) can be found here. The full draft report
is available here.
 
The text will be debated on Tuesday and put to the vote on Wednesday, with results announced
on Thursday.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative initiative
 
2020/2045(INI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 5 October
 
Vote: Wednesday, 6 October, result Thursday 7 October
 
Further information
Draft resolution

Profile of rapporteur György HÖLVÉNYI (EPP, HU)

Profile of rapporteur Janusz LEWANDOWSKI (EPP, PL)

Profile of rapporteur Milan ZVER (EPP, SL)

Procedure file
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs to demand EU action to halt global
biodiversity loss
 
MEPs set to vote on a resolution calling for the EU to
reduce its global impact on biodiversity and invest in
greater protection for fragile ecosystems.
 
The draft resolution, voted on by the Development Committee in July 2021, calls for the EU to
recognise  the  right  to  a  healthy  and  sustainable  environment,  and  increase  funding  for
biodiversity  protection.
 
MEPs are set to ask the European Commission to better hold businesses to account on their
responsibilities towards sustainability and biodiversity, and adapt EU agriculture and trade policy
to better protect and support vulnerable ecosystems in developing countries. Additionally, the
resolution to be put to the vote on Tuesday calls on the EU to promote the inclusion of criminal
acts that amount to ecocide within the scope of the International Criminal Court.
 
Procedure: INI - Own-initiative procedure
 
2020/2274(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 4 October
 
Vote: Tuesday, 5 October, results announced Wednesday 6 October
 
 
 
Further information
EP rapporteur Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA, FR)

EP Research Service brief on Trade policy for the Biodiversity Strategy 2030

Procedure file
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Tigray: MEPs to debate the humanitarian
situation and blocked aid supplies
 
Parliament will take stock of the latest developments in
Ethiopia’s war-torn Tigray region, in a debate on Tuesday
afternoon.
 
MEPs are expected to discuss, among other things, why much-needed aid and crucial supplies
destined for Tigray are currently being held up on the ground. They will also evaluate the latest
developments regarding the ongoing civil war, which broke out last year between Ethiopia’s
federal troops and forces loyal to the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), and which has so
far claimed thousands of lives. The debate will be wound up in a resolution to be put to the vote
on Thursday.
 
Commission statement followed by a resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 October
 
Vote: Thursday 7 October
 
 
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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•

•
•

Human rights and democracy resolutions
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Thursday
morning, followed by votes later the same day.
 

Human rights situation in Myanmar, including the situation of religious and ethnic
groups 
The case of Paul Rusesabagina in Rwanda 
The state law relating to abortion in Texas, USA
 

Procedure: non-legislative resolutions
 
Debate/vote: Thursday 7 October
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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•
•

•

Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

Banking Union - Annual Report 2020. Hübner 
Environment:  The  Aarhus  Regulation  (Debate:  19/05/2021,  vote:  20/05/2021),
Doleschal 
Rebuilding  fish  stocks  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea:  assessment  and  next  steps,
Stancanelli
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