
 
Same-sex marriages and partnerships should be
recognised across the EU
 

Press release
14-09-2021 - 09:22
20210910IPR11913

• Rainbow families and same-sex couples should have the same freedom of movement and
family reunification rights as others

• Commission should take action against Romania, Hungary and Poland for breaches of EU
values

The Parliament proposes policy changes to address discrimination in the EU  ©ROBIN VAN LONKHUIJSEN / ANP / AFP
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The EU should lift all obstacles facing LGBTIQ people when exercising their basic rights,
say MEPs.
 
In a resolution on the rights of LGBTIQ persons in the EU (adopted with 387 votes in favour,
161 against and 123 abstaining), the European Parliament emphasises that these citizens
should be able to fully exercise their rights, including the right to free movement, everywhere in
the Union.
 
 
 
Freedom of movement and rights of families in focus
 
The resolution states that marriages or registered partnerships formed in one member state
should be recognised in all of them in a uniform way, and same-sex spouses and partners
should be treated the same as their opposite-sex counterparts.
 
Following the European Court of Justice ruling “Coman & Hamilton”, which found that “spouse”
provisions in the Free Movement Directive also apply to same-sex couples, the Commission
should take enforcement action against Romania, where the government has failed to update
national legislation to reflect this ruling, MEPs ask.
 
The resolution also urges all EU countries to accept the adults mentioned in a child’s birth
certificate as their legal parents. More generally, MEPs want rainbow families to have the same
right to family reunification as opposite-sex couples and their families. To ensure that children
do not become stateless when their families move between member states. MEPs argue that
families should be treated the same across the EU.
 
Finally, MEPs take note of the discrimination faced by the LGBTIQ communities in Poland and
Hungary. Parliament calls for further EU action (infringement procedures, judicial measures and
budgetary tools) against these countries
 
Further information
Text adopted (14.09.2021)
Press release on committee vote (15.07.2021)
Procedure file
EP study: Obstacles to the Free Movement of Rainbow Families in the EU
Press release: EP vehemently opposed to Hungarian anti-LGBTIQ law (08.07.2021)
 EP resolution on breaches of the rule of law in Poland (17.09.2020)
EP resolution declaring the EU as an LGBTIQ freedom zone
Committee on Petitions
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https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=202542&doclang=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32004L0038
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210710IPR08203/ep-petitions-committee-calls-for-upholding-eu-rights-of-rainbow-families
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2679(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2021)671505
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210701IPR07502/european-parliament-vehemently-opposed-to-hungarian-anti-lgbtiq-law
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2020-0225_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0089_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/home.html
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