
 
Energy infrastructure: boost hydrogen and carbon
capture, phase out natural gas
 

The updated rules to select which energy projects should be supported aim to make
cross-border energy infrastructure sustainable and in line with the EU Green Deal.
 
The Industry, Research and Energy Committee approved on Tuesday, by 50 votes to 13 and 12
abstentions,  its  position  on the criteria  and methodology for  selecting  energy  projects  of
common interest (PCIs), such as high-voltage transmission lines, pipelines, energy storage
facilities or smart grids, which would benefit from fast-track administrative procedures and be
eligible to receive EU funds.
 
Natural gas phase-out
 
MEPs supported funding the development of hydrogen infrastructure, such as electrolysers, as
well as carbon capture and storage. They also insist on the need to support public participation
in the selection process. Eligible projects should also drive market integration and increase
security of supply.
 
Projects based on natural gas will no longer be eligible for EU funding. However, a temporary
derogation will allow, under strict conditions, natural gas projects from the fourth or fifth list of
PCIs to be eligible for a fast-track authorisation procedure.
 
The selected projects should help member states to move away from solid fossil fuels such as
coal, lignite, peat and oil shale, say MEPs. They also propose to fund projects that repurpose
existing natural gas infrastructure for hydrogen transport or storage.
 
Consumers should not be penalised
 
MEPs reiterate that eligible projects have to be in line with the “energy efficiency first” principle,
which stipulates that energy savings are the easiest way to save money for consumers and
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• Projects costs should not increase energy bills for consumers
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https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/news-events/newsroom/energy-infrastructure-%E2%80%93-4th-pci-list-adopted
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/consultation-list-candidate-projects-common-interest-electricity-and-gas-2021-jan-14_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/energy-efficiency-first-accelerating-towards-2030-objective-2019-sep-25_en


reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The cost of projects should ensure that end-users are not
disproportionately burdened, especially if that could lead to energy poverty.
 
Finally, the legislation should not affect a country’s right to determine how to use its energy
resources and define its own energy mix.
 
Quote
 
“The objective of  this  revision is  to align the TEN-E Regulation with the objectives of  the
European Green Deal. We should also bear in mind, however, that Energy Union priorities
remain valid and should still be reflected in the rules governing the support for important energy
infrastructure projects. Apart from the general sustainability criteria, the projects would still be
evaluated based on their contribution to energy security, market integration and affordability for
end users”, said lead MEP Zdzisław Krasnodębski (ECR, PL).
 
Next steps
 
MEPs voted to open negotiations with Council  with 52 votes to 15 and 7 abstentions. The
mandate  will  be  announced  during  the  4-7  October  plenary  session.  Council  agreed  its
negotiating  mandate  on  the  file  on  11  June  2021.
 
A fifth list of PCIs is due to be selected in autumn 2021 under the existing rules, albeit under
tighter sustainability criteria. The Commission updates the list of PCIs every two years.
 
Background
 
In its resolution of 10 July 2020, Parliament called for a revision of the trans-European networks
in  energy  (TEN-E)  regulation,  which  sets  out  EU  guidelines  for  cross-border  energy
infrastructure and outlines the process for selecting projects of  common interest (PCI).  In
December 2020, the Commission adopted a proposal to revise the TEN-E regulation.
 
PCIs are infrastructure projects considered essential for delivering on EU objectives in the
energy  field,  including  improved  interconnection  between  national  markets,  greater
competitiveness,  security  of  supply  and  promotion  of  renewables.
 
Further information
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

Legislative train schedule: Revision of the TEN-E regulation for energy infrastructure

EP research: Revision of the TEN-E Regulation
Meeting documents
Legislative observatory file

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124891/ZDZISLAW_KRASNODEBSKI/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200706IPR82725/energy-eu-funding-for-priority-projects-should-reflect-2050-climate-objectives
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2020/0824/COM_COM(2020)0824_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-revision-of-the-ten-e-regulation-for-energy-infrastructure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-revision-of-the-ten-e-regulation-for-energy-infrastructure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-revision-of-the-ten-e-regulation-for-energy-infrastructure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-revision-of-the-ten-e-regulation-for-energy-infrastructure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-revision-of-the-ten-e-regulation-for-energy-infrastructure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fr/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/en/agenda/202109/ITRE?meeting=ITRE-2021-0927_1&session=09-27-13-45
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0360(COD)&l=en
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