
 
Roberta Metsola elected new President of the
European Parliament
 

On Tuesday, MEPs elected Roberta Metsola (EPP, MT) as President of the European
Parliament until 2024, with 458 votes in the first round.
 
Roberta Metsola won the election in the first voting round, where she received an absolute
majority of 458 votes out of 690 cast in the remote secret vote, among three candidates. At the
beginning of  the day’s  proceedings,  Kosma Złotowski  (ECR, PL) withdrew his  candidacy,
bringing the number of  candidates down to three.
 
President Metsola will lead the Parliament in the second half of the current legislative term, until
a new Parliament is constituted following the 2024 European Elections.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220114IPR21011/four-candidates-to-become-ep-president
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124884/KOSMA_ZLOTOWSKI/home


Vote results
 
Roberta Metsola (EPP, MT) 458
 
Alice Bah Kuhnke (Greens/EFA, SE) 101
 
Sira Rego (The Left, ES)57
 
Total votes cast: 690
 
Blank or invalid votes: 74
 
Absolute majority needed: 309
 
Who is Roberta Metsola
 
Born in Malta in 1979, Roberta Metsola who has been an MEP since 2013, is the youngest EP
President  ever  elected.  She  became  First  Vice-President  in  November  2020,  and  was
Parliament’s acting President after President Sassoli passed away on 11 January. She is the
third female President of the European Parliament, after Simone Veil (1979-1982) and Nicole
Fontaine (1999- 2002).
 
Addressing the House immediately after she was elected, President Metsola said: “The first
thing I would like to do as President is to think about David Sassoli’s legacy: he was a fighter; he
fought for Europe and for us, for this Parliament. [...] I will honour David Sassoli as President by
always standing up for Europe, for our common values of democracy, dignity, justice, solidarity,
equality, the rule of law, and fundamental rights”.
 
“I  want  people  to  recapture  a  sense  of  belief  and  enthusiasm for  our  project.  [...]  Dear
Europeans, in the next years, people across Europe will look to our institution for leadership and
direction, while others will continue to test the limits of our democratic values and European
principles. We must fight back against the anti-EU narrative that takes hold so easily and so
quickly. Disinformation and misinformation, further amplified during the pandemic, fuel easy
cynicism and cheap solutions of nationalism, authoritarianism, protectionism, isolationism”, she
added.
 
President Metsola underlined that “Europe is about precisely the opposite. It is about all of us
standing up for one another, bringing our people closer together. It is about all of us defending
those principles of our founding mothers and fathers that led us from the ashes of war and
holocaust to peace, to hope, and to prosperity. Twenty-two years ago, Nicole Fontaine was
elected 20 years after Simone Veil. It will not be another two decades until the next woman is
standing here”, she said.
 
A full version of the President’s address is available here.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/118859/ROBERTA_METSOLA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197395/ALICE_KUHNKE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197681/SIRA_REGO/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201109IPR91126/roberta-metsola-elected-as-first-vice-president-of-the-european-parliament
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20160811STO39006/simone-veil-a-woman-of-many-firsts
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/video/election-of-the-president-of-parliament_I216945


Press conference
 
At 12.00 CET, the new EP President Roberta Metsola will speak to the press at the Daphne
Caruana Galizia press conference room of the European Parliament in Strasbourg. Find all the
information to follow/attend in this media advisory.
 
Candidates’ presentations before the vote
 
The three candidates gave brief presentations before the first round of voting. You can watch
their speeches here, or select individual speakers respective speeches by clicking on their
respective names:
 
Roberta Metsola
 
Alice Bah Kuhnke
 
Sira Rego
 
About Parliament’s President
 
The President enjoys a broad range of executive and representative powers set out in Rule 22.
Other than these duties, the President’s authority extends to “all powers that are necessary to
preside over the proceedings of Parliament and to ensure that they are properly conducted”.
The decisions that have ensured the smooth functioning of Parliament since the COVID-19
pandemic began are a key example of this.
 
Article 14 of the Treaty on the European Union states that Parliament elects its President from
among its Members. Since the first European Elections (universal suffrage) in 1979, each
President is in office for a renewable period of two and a half years. This means that there are
normally two Presidents in each legislative term. There have been 31 presidents since the
Parliament was created in 1952, 17 of whom have served since 1979.
 
Further information
Opening address - President of the European Parliament Roberta Metsola (original version)
EP Research Service: Electing the European Parliament's President (At A Glance)
Free photos, video and audio material
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220118IPR21201/press-conference-by-newly-elected-ep-president-roberta-metsola
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=chapter&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=f994f027-a436-adab-6311-8d087bc2ee91&date=20220118
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=unit&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=8239f0c9-e903-d6f0-2d25-bc12bcd7f061&date=20220118
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=unit&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=e1fa4f36-aa6c-43f8-e045-081ade07bf57&date=20220118
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/vod.html?mode=unit&vodLanguage=EN&vodId=a777f399-44ee-ab81-ca1b-329f17631cb0&date=20220118
https://the-president.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2021-09-13-RULE-022_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12016M014
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/media/20220125RES21703/20220125RES21703.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2022)698863
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/fr/package/election-of-ep-president_21202
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-216673
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Kyriakos KLOSIDIS
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(+32) 2 28 32357 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 470 96 47 35
kyriakos.klosidis@europarl.europa.eu
constit-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EPInstitutional
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