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Culture and Education committee to visit Budapest

» European Parliament delegation will travel to Hungary from 2-4 November
*Focus on cultural and media policies, and artistic and academic freedom

* Meetings planned with government members, Hungarian parliament, educational institutions,
civil society and press

A delegation of the Culture and Education Committee will travel to Budapest for insights
into recent developments in the country’s cultural, education and media policies.

The delegation, comprising eight MEPs and led by committee chair Sabine Verheyen (EPP,
DE), was initially planned for spring 2020. MEPs will be in Budapest to gain in situ insights into
Hungarian cultural, educational and media policy, as well as to speak with the people involved.

They are set to meet their counterparts in the Hungarian parliament (National Assembly),
Culture and Innovation Minister Janos Csak, Regional Development Minister Tibor Navracsics,
and representatives from Hungary’s National Media and Infocommunications Authority.

MEPs will also meet Budapest Deputy Major Anett Bosz and representatives from the Liszt
Ferenc Academy of Music, the Hungarian Academy of Science, Central European University,
and figures from media and civil society, including NGOs dealing with refugees - to discuss in
particular the situation of school-age children and young people.

Quote

“As a committee responsible for preparing Parliament’s input for the EU’s culture and education
programmes, and responsible for the upcoming Media Freedom Act, we want to discuss with all
sides the recent developments in education, cultural and media policies in Hungary - in the light
of some concerns brought to the attention of our members by Hungary’s academic and artistic
community and civil society,” head of the delegation Sabine Verheyen (EPP, DE) said ahead of
the visit.

“It is important for us now that we as MEPs see with our own eyes what the situation in Hungary
is, and also to evaluate to what extent European citizenship and democracy might be
strengthened through education and culture,” she added.
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Information for press

At the end of their visit, the MEPs will hold a press conference in Parliament’s Liaison office in
Budapest — 1024 Budapest, L6v6haz u. 35 — on Friday, 4.11 at 13.00.

To attend the press conference, please register at epbudapest@europarl.europa.eu.
For press inquires, please contact:

EP Press Officer in Budapest Katalin Palfy

Mobile: +3630 1734733

E-mail: katalin.palfy @europarl.europa.eu

MEPs travelling with the delegation

Ms Sabine VERHEYEN, Chair of the CULT Committee (EPP, Germany)
Ms Michaela SOJDROVA (EPP, Czechia)

Mr Andrey SLABAKOV (ECR, Bulgaria)

Ms Petra KAMMEREVERT (S&D, Germany)

Ms llana CICUREL (Renew, France)

Mr Marcos ROS SEMPERE (S&D, Spain)

Ms Irena JOVEVA (Renew, Slovenia)

Accompanying Member: Ms Andrea BOCSKOR (Non-attached, Hungary)

Further information
Committee on Culture and Education

Contacts

Katalin PALFY

Press Officer in Hungary

& (+36) 1 411 3549

(+36) 30 173 4733

XX katalin.palfy@europarl.europa.eu
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Agnese KRIVADE

Press Officer

(+32) 470 89 01 46

X agnese.krivade@europarl.europa.eu
XX cult-press@europarl.europa.eu
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