
 
Batteries: deal on new EU rules for design,
production and waste treatment
 

On Friday, Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement to overhaul EU rules
on batteries and take into account technological developments and future challenges.
 
The agreed rules will cover the entire battery life cycle, from design to end-of-life and apply to all
types of batteries sold in the EU: portable batteries, SLI batteries (supplying power for starting,
lighting or ignition of vehicles), light means of transport (LMT) batteries (providing power for the
traction to wheeled vehicles such as electric scooters and bikes), electric vehicle (EV) batteries
and industrial batteries.
 
Batteries to be easier to remove and replace, consumers better informed
 
Negotiators agreed on stronger requirements to make batteries more sustainable, performant
and durable. According to the deal, a carbon footprint declaration and label will be obligatory for
EV batteries, LMT batteries and rechargeable industrial batteries with a capacity above 2kWh.
 
Three  and  a  half  years  after  the  entry  into  force  of  the  legislation,  portable  batteries  in
appliances  must  be  designed  so  that  consumers  can  easily  remove  and  replace  them
themselves.
 
To better inform consumers, batteries will carry labels and QR codes with information related to
their  capacity,  performance,  durability,  chemical  composition,  as  well  as  the  “separate
collection” symbol. LMT batteries, industrial batteries with a capacity above 2 kWh and EV
batteries will also be required to have a “digital battery passport” including information on the
battery model as well as information specific to the individual battery and its use.
 

Press release
09-12-2022 - 17:32
20221205IPR60614

• Stronger sustainability, performance and labelling requirements

• Due diligence policy to address social and environmental risks

• More stringent targets for waste collection, recycling efficiency and material recovery

• Portable batteries in appliances will be easier to replace
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Introduction of due diligence policy for the battery industry
 
According to the deal, all economic operators placing batteries on the EU market, except for
SMEs, will be required to develop and implement a so-called “due diligence policy”, consistent
with international standards, to address the social and environmental risks linked to sourcing,
processing and trading raw materials and secondary raw materials.
 
Other measures foreseen by the regulation:
 

Collection  targets  are  set  at  45% by 2023,  63% by 2027 and 73% by 2030 for
portable  batteries,  and at  51% by 2028 and 61% by 2031 for  LMT batteries; 
Minimum levels of recovered cobalt (16%), lead (85%), lithium (6%) and nickel (6%)
from manufacturing and consumer waste must be reused in new batteries; 
All waste LMT, EV, SLI and industrial batteries must be collected, free of charge for
end-users,  regardless of their  nature, chemical  composition, condition, brand or
origin; 
By 31 December 2030, the Commission will assess whether to phase out the use of
non-rechargeable portable batteries of general use.
 

Quote
 
Rapporteur  Achille  Variati  (S&D,  IT)  said:  “For  the  first  time,  we  have  circular  economy
legislation that covers the entire life cycle of a product - this approach is good for both the
environment  and the  economy.  We agreed on  measures  that  greatly  benefit  consumers:
batteries will  be well-functioning, safer and easier to remove. Our overall  aim is to build a
stronger EU recycling industry, particularly for lithium, and a competitive industrial sector as a
whole, which is crucial in the coming decades for our continent’s energy transition and strategic
autonomy. These measures could become a benchmark for the entire global battery market."
 
Next steps
 
Parliament and Council will have to formally approve the agreement before it can come into
force.
 
Background
 
In December 2020, the Commission presented a proposal for a regulation on batteries and
waste  batteries.  The  proposal  aims  to  strengthen  the  functioning  of  the  internal  market,
promoting a circular economy and reducing the environmental and social impact throughout all
stages of the battery life cycle. The initiative is closely linked to the European Green Deal, the
Circular Economy Action Plan and the New Industrial Strategy.
 
Further information
Procedure file
Legislative train
EP Research: A new EU regulatory framework for batteries
Free photos, videos and audio material - circular economy

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

2 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/239257/ACHILLE_VARIATI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2020/0798/COM_COM(2020)0798_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-european-green-deal/01-2022
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-new-circular-economy-action-plan/01-2022
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-europe-fit-for-the-digital-age/file-industrial-strategy/01-2022
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0353(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-revision-of-the-eu-battery-directive-(refit)/01-2022
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/729285/EPRS_ATA(2022)729285_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/package/circular-economy_17610


Contacts 
 
 
Dana POPP
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 46330 (BXL)
(+32) 470 95 17 07
dana.popp@europarl.europa.eu
envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Environment

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://twitter.com/EP_Environment

