
 
Sakharov Prize 2022: Parliament honours the
Ukrainian People
 

Parliament’s 2022 Sakharov Prize was awarded to the brave People of Ukraine, in a
ceremony on 14 December.
 
They were represented by their president, elected leaders and civil society at the ceremony in
Strasbourg.
 
Russia’s unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine, launched in February 2022, is inflicting
enormous costs on the Ukrainian people, who are fighting to protect their homes, sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity. Every day they are also battling for freedom, democracy,
the rule of law and European values.
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Awarding the prize, President Metsola spoke of the courage and sacrifices of the Ukrainian
people: “The message from Europe has been clear: We stand with Ukraine. We will not look
away. The Ukrainian people are not just fighting a war of independence but fighting a war of
values. The values which underpin our life in the European Union and that we have long had the
luxury of taking for granted each and every day.”
 
After asking for a minute of silence in the name of all the Ukrainian men, women, children,
military and civilians who have been killed in the war, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said:
 
“We must act now, not waiting for the war to end, to bring to justice all those who unleashed it
and to  prevent  any  repetition  of  aggression.  This  will  be  the  most  effective  protection  of
freedom, human rights,  the rule of  law and other common values, which are embodied in
particular by this award by the European Parliament.”
 
Speaking via video link, he called for support for an international tribunal to bring to justice for
the crimes committed by Russia.
 
Present at the ceremony were:
 

Oleksandra Matviychuk - human rights lawyer, chair of the Center for Civil Liberties
organisation, which was one of the winners of the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize 
Yulia Pajevska - founder of the evacuation medical unit Angels of Taira 
Ivan Fedorov - the mayor of Melitopol 
Olekssandr Chekryhin and Stanislav Kulykivskyi - representing the State Emergency
Services 
Yaroslav Bozhko of the Yellow Ribbon Civil Resistance Movement.
 

Find out more about this year’s nominees.
 
Find outhow the EU is supporting Ukraine. 
 
The European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize
 
The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought is awarded annually by the European Parliament. It
was set  up  in  1988 to  honour  individuals  and organisations  defending human rights  and
fundamental freedoms. It  is named after the Soviet physicist and political dissident Andrei
Sakharov and consists of a certificate and a €50,000 award.
 
In 2021, Parliament awarded the prize to Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny.
 
Find out how the Sakharov Prize laureate is chosen in our infographic.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2022/20220921STO41210/sakharov-prize-2022-the-nominees
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/ukraine
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20211209STO19125/sakharov-prize-2021-parliament-honours-alexei-navalny
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/the-prize/how-it-works


Contacts 
 
 

Further information
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Human Rights
Watch the ceremony
Sakharov Prize website
Articles on this year’s laureate and nominees
Previous laureates
Multimedia materials: Sakharov Prize 2022
Eurobarometer survey: EU citizens’ support for Ukraine is solid

Sakharov Prize 2022: The brave people of Ukraine
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2022-the-brave-people-of-ukraine_N01_AFPS_221205_SAKH_ev
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/home.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/award-of-sakharov-prize_20221214-1200-SPECIAL-SAKHAROVPRIZE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2022/20221007STO42528/sakharov-prize-2022-the-finalists
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/laureates.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/sakharov-prize-2022_24302
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221205IPR60901/eu-citizens-support-for-ukraine-is-solid-eurobarometer-survey-finds
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2022-the-brave-people-of-ukraine_N01_AFPS_221205_SAKH_ev
https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff
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https://twitter.com/EP_Development

