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23-24 March 2022
Brussels plenary session
 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to address plenary 
On Wednesday at 17.30, Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau will address MEPs,
followed by  political group leaders.
 
 
Joint European Action for energy: debate with Council and
Commission 
On Thursday, MEPs will hear from the European Commission and the Council on plans
for a Joint European Action for more affordable, secure and sustainable energy.
 
 
Food security in light of the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
MEPs are set to call for EU action to help Ukrainian production and to mitigate the
effects of the war in Ukraine on agricultural markets and food supplies.
 
 
MEPs to discuss EU summits with Presidents Michel and von der
Leyen 
On Wednesday, plenary will assess the 10-11 March informal summit’s outcome and
outline priorities for the 24-25 March European Council with Presidents Michel and von
der Leyen.
 
 
Parliament set to approve rules on free mobile roaming within the EU 
The “Roam like at Home” scheme will be renewed for another ten years, under plans to
be debated on Wednesday and put to the vote on Thursday.
 
 
Protect EU funds more robustly against oligarchs, MEPs are set to
say 
The EU’s capacity to stop oligarchs from receiving EU funds is limited, due to highly
fragmented reporting systems and lack of cooperation between EU countries.
 
 
Parliament to vote on €150 million assistance package for Moldova 
MEPs will decide on the approval of €150 million in macro-financial aid for Moldova to
cover part of the country’s external financing needs.
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Suisse Secrets: debate with Commission and Presidency on latest
finance scandal 
On Wednesday, MEPs will discuss what action may be needed following the leaks in
February concerning possible wrongdoing by Credit Suisse.
 
 
COVID-19: EU employment aid worth €4m for 473 dismissed workers
in France 
473 employees in France who lost their jobs due to a fall in sales of vending machine
products caused by the COVID-19 pandemic should receive €4 million in EU aid.
 
 
Vote on Parliament’s 2023 calendar 
On Thursday, MEPs will vote on the proposal by the Conference of Presidents (EP
President Metsola and political group leaders) on Parliament’s 2023 calendar.
 
 
Nominations to new special committees and committee of inquiry 
The names of the MEPs who will be sitting on two special committees and a committee
of inquiry will be announced on Thursday.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2022-03-23
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Further information
Draft agenda
Follow the plenary live
Press conferences and other events
EP Multimedia Centre
EP Newshub
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2022-03-23
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=PLENARY
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming?lv=OTHER_EVENTS
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://www.epnewshub.eu
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to
address plenary
 
On Wednesday at 17.30, Canada’s Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau will address MEPs, followed by  political group
leaders.
 
Mr Trudeau is expected to speak about the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the international
response to it as well as EU-Canada relations.
 
EP President Roberta Metsola and Prime Minister Trudeau will have a bilateral meeting before
the latter speaks in plenary.
 
Procedure: Debate
 
Debate: Wednesday, 23 March 
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Joint European Action for energy: debate with
Council and Commission
 
On Thursday, MEPs will hear from the European
Commission and the Council on plans for a Joint European
Action for more affordable, secure and sustainable energy.
 
MEPs will debate ways to tackle the impact of current energy prices increases, as well as how
to further strengthen resilience against future shocks.
 
Parliament will also talk about two questions to the Council and the Commission on the status of
the modernisation of the Energy Charter Treaty, and how the current energy crisis may affect
the EU’s negotiating position.
 
Background
 
On 8 March 2022, the European Commission proposed an outline of a plan to make Europe
independent from Russian fossil fuels well before 2030 - starting with gas - in light of Russia's
invasion of Ukraine.
 
The so-called “REPowerEU” plan will outline a series of measures to respond to rising energy
prices in Europe and to replenish gas stocks for next winter.
 
 
 
Council and Commission statements
 
2022/2589(RSP)
 
Debate: Thursday, 24 March 
 
 
 
 
Further information
Procedure file
EP research briefing: Russia's war on Ukraine: Implications for EU energy supply
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2022-000009_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-9-2022-000008_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1511
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/2589(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/2589(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2022)729281
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2022)729281


Food security in light of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine
 
MEPs are set to call for EU action to help Ukrainian
production and to mitigate the effects of the war in Ukraine
on agricultural markets and food supplies.
 
On Wednesday, the Commission will present its long-term measures to ensure food security in
Europe and resilience in supply chains. During the debate, MEPs are expected to request
immediate measures to stabilise the EU market that has been affected by the lack of agricultural
imports from Ukraine.
 
The draft resolution to be put to the vote on Thursday calls for humanitarian food aid to be given
to the people of  Ukraine as well  as for  food corridors to and from Ukraine.  The draft  text
stresses the need to reduce the EU’s dependence on imports and to increase production,
especially  of  protein  crops,  in  the member  states.  Financial  support  to  the most  affected
agricultural sectors in the EU and the potential impact on food security should be assessed by
the  Commission,  including  using  the  €479  million  crisis  reserve,  according  to  the  draft
resolution.
 
2022/2593(RSP)
 
 
Debate: Wednesday 23 March
 
Vote: Thursday 24 March
 
Further information
Draft resolution on the need for an urgent EU action plan to ensure food security inside and
outside the EU in light of the Russian invasion of Ukraine
EP Research Service: At a glance - EU-Russia trade in agri-food products
EP Research Service briefing on EU-Ukraine trade in agri-food products
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material (food security)
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/2593(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2022-0160_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RC-9-2022-0160_EN.html
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/03/07/eu-russia-trade-in-agri-food-products/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2022)729322
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/food-security_22703
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/food-security_22703


MEPs to discuss EU summits with Presidents
Michel and von der Leyen
 
On Wednesday, plenary will assess the 10-11 March
informal summit’s outcome and outline priorities for the 24-
25 March European Council with Presidents Michel and von
der Leyen.
 
EU leaders decided on further measures in response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its
consequences on Europe’s security and sovereignty, which they outlined in the Versailles
Declaration, adopted on 11 March.
 
The ongoing war in Ukraine will feature prominently in the spring European Council taking place
on Thursday and Friday. US President Joe Biden, who will travel this week to Europe, will also
attend the meeting.
 
Besides security and defence and external relations, the EU Heads of State or Government will
take stock during their summit of the evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic
recovery, in the midst of rising energy prices further fuelled by Russia’s attack on Ukraine.
 
European Council, Council and Commission statements, no resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 23 March
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/media/qphpn2e3/20220311-versailles-declaration-en.pdf
https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/media/qphpn2e3/20220311-versailles-declaration-en.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en


Parliament set to approve rules on free mobile
roaming within the EU
 
The “Roam like at Home” scheme will be renewed for
another ten years, under plans to be debated on
Wednesday and put to the vote on Thursday.
 
The law, which Parliament and Council agreed upon in December, is a follow-up to the end of
roaming surcharges in 2017. Mobile phone users will still be able to make calls when travelling
abroad in the EU with no additional fees on top of those they already pay at home.
 
In addition, they will be entitled to the same quality and speed of mobile connection abroad as at
home. Roaming providers will be obliged to offer the same roaming quality as those offered in
their country of residence, if the same conditions are available on the network in the country
they are visiting.
 
Background
 
The Roaming Regulation established the 'Roam-Like-At-Home' rule that mandated the end of
retail roaming surcharges in the EU as of 15 June 2017. The regulation is currently in force until
30 June 2022. Five years after the regulation was adopted in 2015, the Commission reviewed
the  scheme  to  assess  its  effects  and  the  need  to  extend  it,  as  explained  in  its  impact
assessment.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, 1st reading agreement
 
2021/0045(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday 23 March 
 
 
Vote: Thursday 24 March
 
 
Further information
Press release on committee vote (09.12.2021)

Profile of rapporteur Angelika Winzig (EPP, AT)
Procedure file

EP research briefing: Roaming regulation review
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211205IPR18804/agreement-reached-to-extend-free-mobile-roaming-rules-in-the-eu
https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/consumers/internet-telecoms/mobile-roaming-costs/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12340-Initiative-for-reviewing-and-prolonging-the-Roaming-Regulation-_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12340-Initiative-for-reviewing-and-prolonging-the-Roaming-Regulation-_en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0045(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211205IPR18804/agreement-reached-to-extend-free-mobile-roaming-rules-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211205IPR18804/agreement-reached-to-extend-free-mobile-roaming-rules-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197652/ANGELIKA_WINZIG/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0045(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0045(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)690605


Protect EU funds more robustly against
oligarchs, MEPs are set to say
 
The EU’s capacity to stop oligarchs from receiving EU
funds is limited, due to highly fragmented reporting
systems and lack of cooperation between EU countries.
 
In their draft text, debated on Wednesday and put to the vote on Thursday, MEPs warn about
the  “unprecedented  magnitude”  of  oligarchic  structures  in  some  EU  countries  involving
members of governments and high-level politicians. They note that, according to reports, Viktor
Orbán has been “centralising and redistributing wealth to his inner circle through agriculture
subsidies”  in  Hungary.   As revealed in  the Pandora Papers,  the former  prime minister  of
Czechia,  Andrej  Babiš,  has used offshore financing to  acquire  real  estate  in  France.
 
Besides Hungary and Czechia, the draft text also mentions the “highly problematic” unequal
disbursement of EU agricultural funds in Bulgaria, Slovakia and Romania.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative
 
2020/2126(INI)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 23 March
 
Vote: Thursday, 24 March
 
Further information
Draft resolution on MFF 2021-2027: fight against oligarch structures, protection of EU funds
from fraud and conflict of interest

Press release on committee vote (10.02.2022)

Profile of rapporteur Petri Sarvamaa (EPP, FI)
Procedure file

EP Think Tank: The Largest 50 Beneficiaries in each EU Member State of CAP and Cohesion
Funds

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2126(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0039_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0039_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0039_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220202IPR22439/budgetary-control-committee-asks-to-protect-eu-recovery-funds-from-oligarchs
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220202IPR22439/budgetary-control-committee-asks-to-protect-eu-recovery-funds-from-oligarchs
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112611/PETRI_SARVAMAA/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2126(INI)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2020/2126(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2021)679107
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2021)679107
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/IPOL_STU(2021)679107
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en


Parliament to vote on €150 million assistance
package for Moldova
 
MEPs will decide on the approval of €150 million in macro-
financial aid for Moldova to cover part of the country’s
external financing needs.
 
The EU will pay out the support - €120 million in loans and €30 million in grants - in three
instalments to help the Moldovan government stabilise its economy.
 
For  the money to  be released by the EU,  the country  must  show good progress towards
implementing a macroeconomic programme set up by the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and additional policy measures to be agreed with the EU.
 
Procedure: ordinary legislative procedure
 
 2021/0438(COD)
 
Debate: Wednesday 23 March
 
Vote: Thursday 24 March
 
Further information
Press release after the vote in committee (14.03.2022)
Rapporteur: Markéta Gregorová (Greens/EFA, CZ)

Macro-financial assistance to Moldova (European Commission)

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

10 I 15

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0438(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220314IPR25413/trade-meps-approve-a-EU150-million-assistance-to-moldova
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197549
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197549
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/international-economic-relations/enlargement-and-neighbouring-countries/neighbouring-countries-eu/neighbourhood-countries/moldova_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/international-economic-relations/enlargement-and-neighbouring-countries/neighbouring-countries-eu/neighbourhood-countries/moldova_en


Suisse Secrets: debate with Commission and
Presidency on latest finance scandal
 
On Wednesday, MEPs will discuss what action may be
needed following the leaks in February concerning
possible wrongdoing by Credit Suisse.
 
The leak shows that Credit Suisse knowingly provided a service to ‘high-risk’ individuals such as
war criminals, autocrats and drug dealers. The purported dubious activities by Switzerland’s
second largest bank also put the country’s banking secrecy laws under the spotlight again, with
MEPs expected to say that this should lead to Switzerland being classified as a tax haven by
the EU.
 
They are also likely to claim that this case demonstrates exactly why stronger anti-money
laundering rules are needed. MEPs and member states are currently working on draft laws to
beef up the fight against money laundering.
 
Council and Commission statements
 
 
2022/2572(RSP)
 
Debate: Wednesday, 23 March
 
 
 
Further information
European Parliament research on the anti-money laundering package

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/2572(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)699467
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)699467
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


COVID-19: EU employment aid worth €4m for 473
dismissed workers in France
 
473 employees in France who lost their jobs due to a fall in
sales of vending machine products caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic should receive €4 million in EU aid.
 
MEPs are expected to approve France’s request for support for 473 employees laid off by
vending machine company Selecta. Selecta recorded operating losses of €60 million in 2020.
The vending machines industry has been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic in Europe, due to
the closure of sites where machines were located and a decline in consumers using vending
machines due to mobility restrictions and telework.
 
The total  estimated cost  of  the support  measures is  €4.8 million,  of  which the European
Globalisation Adjustment  Fund for  Displaced Workers  (EGF) will  cover  85% (€4 million).
Selecta will finance the remaining 15%. The support for the dismissed workers includes helping
them to learn new skills through vocational training, job seeking assistance, and funding to start
their own business.
 
More  information  in  the  draft  report  by  rapporteur  Eider  Gardiazabal  (S&D,  ES)  or  the
Commission’s  proposal.
 
Procedure: Budgetary
 
2022/0023(BUD)
 
Vote: Thursday, 24 March
 
Further information
Procedure file

Commission summary and link to proposal
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https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=326&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=326&langId=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0048_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_732
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/0023(BUD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/0023(BUD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/0023(BUD)
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_732
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_732


Vote on Parliament’s 2023 calendar
 
On Thursday, MEPs will vote on the proposal by the
Conference of Presidents (EP President Metsola and
political group leaders) on Parliament’s 2023 calendar.
 
Next  year,  Parliament  is  scheduled  to  hold  17  sessions,  including  12  part-sessions  in
Strasbourg and 5 additional sessions in Brussels. The draft calendar can be found here, and the
vote will take place at 11.30 on Thursday.
 
Procedure: Vote (no debate) on proposal by Conference of Presidents
 
Vote: Thursday, 24 March
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sed/doc/news/flash/26768/calendar%202023%20EN%20plenary%20webpage_en.pdf


Nominations to new special committees and
committee of inquiry
 
The names of the MEPs who will be sitting on two special
committees and a committee of inquiry will be announced
on Thursday.
 
MEPs voted during the March I  plenary session to set up two special committees, one on
foreign  interference  and  disinformation  in  the  EU,  building  upon  the  work  done  by  its
predecessor whose term ends on 23 March, and another one on lessons learned from the
COVID-19 pandemic. They also established a committee of inquiry to look into the use of
Pegasus spyware.
 
The committee of inquiry and the special committee on COVID-19 will each have 38 members,
whilst the special committee on foreign interference will have 33 members. The names of the
MEPs will be announced on Thursday at 11.30.
 
The procedure to nominate MEPs to a committee is  set  out  in  Rule 209 of  the European
Parliament’s  rules of  procedure.
 
Procedure: Announcement by the President 
 
Thursday, 24 March
 
 
 
Further information
European Parliament decision setting up a special committee on COVID-19 pandemic: lessons
learned and recommendations for the future
European Parliament decision setting up a special committee on foreign interference in all
democratic processes in the European Union, including disinformation

European Parliament decision setting up a committee of inquiry to investigate the use of the
Pegasus and equivalent surveillance spyware

Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220304IPR24801/three-new-committees-on-pegasus-spyware-foreign-interference-and-covid-19
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inge/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2020-02-03-RULE-209_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0069_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0069_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0070_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0070_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0070_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0071_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0071_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0071_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


•

•
•

•

Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics for debate and vote include the following:
 

Pilot regime for market infrastructures based on distributed ledger technology, VAN
OVERTVELDT, ECON 
Implementation of the 2021-2027 Cohesion policy, vote on resolution (debate 7/3/22) 
e-CODEX: Computerised system for communication in cross-border civil and criminal
proceedings, vote on provisional agreement, RADEV - MELO, JURI - LIBE 
EU/Brazil agreements on short-stay visas, vote on recommendations, RANGEL, LIBE
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