
 

Newsletter
4-7 April 2022
Strasbourg plenary session
 
War in Ukraine: protection of children and young people fleeing
violence 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss with Council and Commission what the EU can do to
protect children fleeing war in Ukraine, in particular from trafficking and exploitation.
 
 
MEPs to debate outcome of March summit with Presidents Michel
and von der Leyen  
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will review the spring European Council and its
outcomes with Presidents Charles Michel and Ursula von der Leyen, and EU
diplomacy chief Josep Borrell.
 
 
Question Time with Ursula von der Leyen on first two years of the
European Commission’s mandate 
On Tuesday at 15.00, MEPs will question the Commission on what it has achieved in
the past two years and on the implementation of its political priorities.
 
 
Question time with Josep Borrell on the EU’s security and defence
plans  
On Tuesday, MEPs will quiz EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell on the EU’s
security and defence strategy for the coming decade.
 
 
Green Deal: MEPs to back guidelines for trans-European energy
infrastructure  
Parliament is set to approve updated rules to select which energy projects can receive
EU funding and to align the existing regulation with the EU’s Green Deal.
 
 
Climate change: Parliament to assess worrying new UN report  
On Monday, MEPs will discuss with the Commission the latest IPCC report, which calls
for urgent measures to limit global warming to 1.5°C.
 
 
“Fit for 55 in 2030”: vote on the Market Stability Reserve for
emissions trading
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Parliament will debate and vote on whether to extend the Market Stability Reserve of
the EU Emissions Trading System to protect it against external shocks such as
COVID-19.
 
 
Rule of law in Hungary and Poland: MEPs to take stock of EU actions 
On Wednesday afternoon, MEPs will quiz the Council and the Commission about their
response so far to the democratic backslide in Hungary and Poland. 
 
 
 
Right to repair: MEPs to set out demands ahead of Commission
initiative 
A new “right to repair” must encompass long-lasting products that can be fixed,
labelling to better inform consumers and extending guarantee rights.
 
 
MEPs to debate dire situation of women in Afghanistan 
Following the sharp deterioration of women’s rights in Afghanistan, MEPs and EU
Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell will assess the situation in the country on Tuesday.
 
 
Data governance: MEPs to vote on new rules to boost intra-EU data
sharing 
New plans to make more data accessible to start-ups and businesses to stimulate
innovation will be up for a debate and a  vote on Wednesday.
 
 
Parliament to debate violations of the right to asylum in the EU  
In a debate on Wednesday, MEPs will assess the application of asylum rules in the EU
and the allegations of breaches of the right to asylum and non-refoulement. 
 
 
MEPs set to facilitate cross-border hire of trucks without drivers  
Parliament is expected to approve a law easing existing restrictions on the use of vans
or trucks without drivers hired from another EU country.
 
 
Pay Transparency: MEPs to vote on new rules to help close the
gender pay gap 
On Tuesday, MEPs will set their position ahead of talks with member states on a draft
law to ensure that women and men earn the same when doing the same job.
 
 
EU Budget 2023: “significant funding” needed to address
consequences of Ukraine war 
MEPs have identified among their priorities for next year’s budget the  recovery, health,
youth and climate action, and addressing the consequences of the invasion of Ukraine.
 
 
Resolutions on human rights and democracy   
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Wednesday, with votes on three related resolutions on Thursday.
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Other topics on the agenda 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2022-04-04
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War in Ukraine: protection of children and young
people fleeing violence
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will discuss with Council and
Commission what the EU can do to protect children fleeing
war in Ukraine, in particular from trafficking and
exploitation.
 
Following the activation on 3 March of the temporary protection status for refugees from Ukraine
-which gives them temporary residence rights and access to education and the labour market-,
the Commission and the French Presidency of the Council are working on a 10-point plan to
enhance the European common response.  It  will  include an EU registration platform and
coordination on transport, as well as specific guidelines for the reception and support of children
in cooperation with the European Union Agency for Asylum.
 
During the debate in plenary and in the resolution they are set to adopt on Thursday, MEPs are
likely to stress the importance of protecting children and young people arriving from Ukraine
against trafficking and exploitation and supporting their access to education in member states.
 
Background
 
Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, more than four million people have been forced to leave
their homes and seek refuge, mostly in EU neighbouring countries, namely Poland, Romania,
Hungary, Slovakia and Czechia, as well as in the Republic of Moldova. Almost half of those
fleeing are minors, according to UNICEF, and in need of enhanced protection, as they run a
bigger risk of falling victim to trafficking and exploitation.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, with resolution
 
Debate: Tuesday, 5 April 2022
 
Vote: Thursday, 7 April 2022
 
 
 
Further information
The EU’s response to the Ukraine refugee crisis
War in Ukraine: MEPs unlock emergency funds for refugees (24.03.2022)
Russian aggression in Ukraine: MEPs praise exceptional solidarity with refugees (8.03.2022)
EP resolution on the Russian aggression against Ukraine (1.03.2022)
Multimedia material
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC0321%2803%29&qid=1647940863274
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2152
https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/press-release-main-results-of-the-extraordinary-meeting-of-the-justice-and-home-affairs-council-28-03/
https://euaa.europa.eu/
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/two-million-refugee-children-flee-war-ukraine-search-safety-across-borders
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/world/20220324STO26151/the-eu-response-to-the-ukraine-refugee-crisis
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220321IPR25919/war-in-ukraine-meps-unlock-emergency-funds-for-refugees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220304IPR24785/russian-aggression-in-ukraine-meps-praise-exceptional-solidarity-with-refugees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0052_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/russian-aggression-against-ukraine_22401


MEPs to debate outcome of March summit with
Presidents Michel and von der Leyen 
 
On Wednesday morning, MEPs will review the spring
European Council and its outcomes with Presidents
Charles Michel and Ursula von der Leyen, and EU
diplomacy chief Josep Borrell.
 
EU leaders held  an extensive discussion during their  meeting on 24-25 March about  the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, the international sanctions against Vladimir Putin’s regime, and the
overall consequences for the EU’s economy - with a particular focus on energy prices. US
President  Joe Biden attended the summit  of  the EU Heads of  State  or  Government,  and
Ukraine’s  President  Volodymyr  Zelenskyy joined remotely.
 
The debate on the European Council will be wrapped up by a resolution.
 
In a separate debate on Tuesday evening, MEPs will  discuss the results of the EU-China
summit  scheduled  for  Friday  1  April  and  which  is  expected  to  focus  on  China’s  position
regarding Russia’s invasion and the future of  bilateral  relations,  particularly  on trade and
security.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, with resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 6 April
 
 
 
Further information
European Council conclusions (24-25 March)
This is our moment: President Metsola to EU leaders  (24.03.2022)
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2022/03/24-25/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/03/25/european-council-conclusions-24-25-march-2022/
https://the-president.europarl.europa.eu/home/ep-newsroom/pageContent-area/actualites/this-is-our-moment-president-metsola-to-eu-leaders.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/european-council-24-25-march-2022_22704


Question Time with Ursula von der Leyen on first
two years of the European Commission’s
mandate
 
On Tuesday at 15.00, MEPs will question the Commission
on what it has achieved in the past two years and on the
implementation of its political priorities.
 
The current Commission assumed office on 1 December 2019, following the approval of the
European Parliament. Next week, MEPs will evaluate the Commission’s work in the first two
years.
 
Question Time 
 
The debate will take the form of a question and answer session, in order to make the discussion
more engaging. This and other new features will be tested during the April, May and June 2022
plenary sessions, and will then be evaluated by Parliament’s Conference of Presidents.
 
This “Question Time” gives MEPs the possibility to question the Commission on specific topical
issues decided upon by the Conference of Presidents and communicated to the Commission
and the High Representative. Each MEP has one minute to ask their question, followed by an
answer of up to two minutes and a possible follow-up question, no longer than 30 seconds, and
a second answer by the Commissioner of up to two minutes.
 
Procedure: Question time for the Commission
 
Question time: Tuesday, 5 April
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Question time with Josep Borrell on the EU’s
security and defence plans 
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will quiz EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep
Borrell on the EU’s security and defence strategy for the
coming decade.
 
The Strategic Compass, adopted by EU ministers and approved by the European Council last
week, maps out the EU’s action plan to “protect its citizens, values and interests and contribute
to international peace and security”. It calls on the EU to shoulder a greater responsibility for its
own security and improve its collective self-defence capabilities.
 
Question Time 
 
The debate will take the form of a question and answer session, in order to make the discussion
more engaging. This and other new features will be tested during the April, May and June 2022
plenary sessions, and will then be evaluated by Parliament’s Conference of Presidents.
 
This “Question Time” gives MEPs the possibility to question the Commission on specific topical
issues  decided  upon  by  the  Conference  of  Presidents  and  communicated  to  the  High
Representative and the Commission. Each MEP has one minute to ask their question, followed
by an answer  of  up to  two minutes and a possible  follow-up question,  no longer  than 30
seconds,  and a second answer  by the Commissioner  of  up to  two minutes.
 
Procedure: Question time for the High Representative
 
Debate: Tuesday, 5 April 
 
 
 
Further information
Strategic Compass: Commission fact sheet
Video recording of the debate with Josep Borrell in the Committee on Foreign Affairs after the
adoption in the Council, 22 March 2022
EP Research Service: EU strategic autonomy in the context of Russia’s war on Ukraine,
10.03.2022
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https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7371-2022-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/03/21/a-strategic-compass-for-a-stronger-eu-security-and-defence-in-the-next-decade/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A+Strategic+Compass+for+a+stronger+EU+security+and+defence+in+the+next+decade
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/89047/A%20Strategic%20Compass%20for%20the%20EU
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/sede_20220322-1600-COMMITTEE-AFET-SEDE
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/sede_20220322-1600-COMMITTEE-AFET-SEDE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)729300
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)729300


Green Deal: MEPs to back guidelines for trans-
European energy infrastructure 
 
Parliament is set to approve updated rules to select which
energy projects can receive EU funding and to align the
existing regulation with the EU’s Green Deal.
 
The draft  law,  already  agreed with  EU Ministers,  will  be  debated  and put  to  the  vote  on
Tuesday. It sets the criteria and the methodology for selecting energy projects of common
interest (PCIs), such as high-voltage transmission lines, pipelines, energy storage facilities or
smart grids, which would benefit from fast-track administrative procedures and be eligible to
receive EU funds. PCIs are considered essential for delivering on EU objectives like improved
interconnection between national markets, greater competitiveness, security of supply and
promotion of renewables.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading agreement
 
Procedure Code: 2020/0360(COD) 
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 April 2022
 
Vote: Tuesday 5 April 2022
 
Further information
Draft report on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure
Press release on committee vote (26.01.2022)
Profile of rapporteur : Zdzisław KRASNODĘBSKI (ECR, PL)
Procedure file
EP Research briefing: Revision of the TEN-E Regulation: EU guidelines for new energy
infrastructure
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0269_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0269_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220120IPR21419/energy-infrastructure-meps-confirm-deal-with-council
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124891/ZDZISLAW_KRASNODEBSKI/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0360(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)689343
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Climate change: Parliament to assess worrying
new UN report 
 
On Monday, MEPs will discuss with the Commission the
latest IPCC report, which calls for urgent measures to limit
global warming to 1.5°C.
 
On 28 February 2022, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which provides
regular assessments on the scientific basis of climate change, its impacts and future risks,
released the latest report entitled “Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability”.
 
The new assessment shows that the extent and magnitude of climate change impacts are larger
than previously estimated under the IPCC’s previous assessment in 2014. It also shows how
human-induced climate change is causing dangerous and widespread disruption in nature and
affecting the lives of billions of people.
 
Without urgent measures to limit global warming to 1.5°C, adaptation to climate change will
become costlier, inefficient and in some cases even impossible.
 
Background
 
Parliament declared a climate emergency on 28 November 2019 and adopted the EU Climate
Law on 24 June 2021. This law commits the EU to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with at
least 55 % in 2030 and become climate neutral by 2050.
 
 
Procedure: Commission statement
 
Procedure Code: 2022/2574(RSP) 
 
 
Debate: Monday, 4 April 2022
 
 
 
Further information
Procedure file
IPCC report Sixth Assessment Cycle: “Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and
Vulnerability’
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20191121IPR67110/the-european-parliament-declares-climate-emergency
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/2574(RSP)&l=en
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/packages


“Fit for 55 in 2030”: vote on the Market Stability
Reserve for emissions trading
 
Parliament will debate and vote on whether to extend the
Market Stability Reserve of the EU Emissions Trading
System to protect it against external shocks such as
COVID-19.
 
The Market Stability Reserve (MSR) of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) is part of the
“Fit for 55 in 2030 package", which is the EU’s plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 55% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels, in line with the European Climate Law.
 
The MSR was introduced in 2019 to stabilise the market and address the structural imbalance
between  supply  and  demand  for  allowances  in  the  ETS.  The  MSR aligns  the  supply  of
emissions allowances in the ETS with demand more closely, by reducing or increasing the total
number of allowances in circulation.
 
On Monday, MEPs will debate whether to extend the MSR until 2030 to protect against external
shocks such as COVID-19. The vote is scheduled for Tuesday.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
Procedure Code: 2021/0202(COD) 
 
 
Debate: Monday, 4 April 2022
 
Vote: Tuesday, 5 April 2022
 
 
 
Further information
Procedure file
EP press release: “ETS: Environment MEPs want to extend the Market Stability Reserve to
2030” (15.03.2022)
EP Think Tank: Revision of the market stability reserve for the EU emissions trading system:
Fit for 55 package
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/eu-emissions-trading-system-eu-ets_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3541
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210621IPR06627/eu-climate-law-meps-confirm-deal-on-climate-neutrality-by-2050
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0202(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220309IPR25167/ets-environment-meps-want-to-extend-the-market-stability-reserve-to-2030
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220309IPR25167/ets-environment-meps-want-to-extend-the-market-stability-reserve-to-2030
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/02/03/revision-of-the-market-stability-reserve-for-the-eu-emissions-trading-system-fit-for-55-package-eu-legislation-in-progress/
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/02/03/revision-of-the-market-stability-reserve-for-the-eu-emissions-trading-system-fit-for-55-package-eu-legislation-in-progress/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/packages


Rule of law in Hungary and Poland: MEPs to take
stock of EU actions
 
On Wednesday afternoon, MEPs will quiz the Council and
the Commission about their response so far to the
democratic backslide in Hungary and Poland. 
 
The European Commission initiated in December 2017 a procedure under Article 7 of the EU
Treaty in response to the risks to rule of law and EU values in Poland. This move was backed
by the European Parliament in a resolution in March 2018. Regarding Hungary, the Parliament
triggered the Article 7 procedure in September 2018.
 
However, despite the deterioration of the situation in both countries over the last few years, the
Council has avoided holding a vote to determine whether there is “a clear risk of a serious
breach” of the EU’s common values, the next step in the procedure set out in Article 7. MEPs
are  likely  to  urge  the  French  Presidency  of  the  Council  to  move  forward,  and  quiz  the
Commission  on  other  measures  to  ensure  rule  of  law  is  respected.
 
In  addition to several  debates to review the state of  play at  committee and plenary level,
European Parliament delegations have travelled in the last few months to both Hungary and
Poland to assess the situation of democracy and fundamental rights on the ground and meet
representatives of the Government, the judiciary, the opposition, as well as civil society and
media.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, no resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 6 April
 
 
 
Further information
Rule of law concerns in member states: how the EU can act (infographic)
EP resolution on Rule of Law and the consequences of the ECJ ruling (10.03.2022)
EP resolution on the Rule of law crisis in Poland and the primacy of EU law (21.10.2021)
EP resolution on breaches of EU law and of the rights of LGBTIQ citizens in Hungary as a
result of the adopted legal changes in the Hungarian Parliament (8.07.2021)
Multimedia material (Hungary)
Multimedia material (Poland)
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52017PC0835
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0055_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0340_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0340_EN.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5gv668ur2AhWHPOwKHSvNCbsQFnoECAsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europarl.europa.eu%2Fnews%2Fen%2Fpress-room%2F20200109IPR69907%2Frule-of-law-in-poland-and-hungary-has-worsened&usg=AOvVaw1Zet9M3i9ONVgyPicvpUUz
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012M007
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210930IPR13942/rule-of-law-in-hungary-meps-conclude-three-day-trip-to-assess-the-situation
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220218IPR23604/eu-values-in-poland-meps-wrap-up-fact-finding-visit-to-warsaw
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0074_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0439_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0362_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0362_EN.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/rule-of-law-in-hungary_20302
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/rule-of-law-in-poland_17704


 
Right to repair: MEPs to set out demands ahead
of Commission initiative
 
A new “right to repair” must encompass long-lasting
products that can be fixed, labelling to better inform
consumers and extending guarantee rights.
 
On Thursday, MEPs will  vote on resolution setting out their expectations for the upcoming
Commission initiative on the consumers’ “right to repair”. The draft text stresses that an effective
right to repair should address a product’s lifecycle and take into account product design, ethical
production, standardisation, labelling on reparability and on the expected lifespan of a product.
A  proper  right  to  repair,  according  to  MEPs,  also  entails  giving  the  repair  industry  and
consumers  access  to  information  on  repair  and  maintenance  free  of  charge.
 
Practices which unduly constrain the right to repair or lead to obsolescence could be considered
as “unfair commercial practices”, and banned under EU law. Proposals from MEPs include
giving consumers incentives to repair a product rather than replacing it, requirements to design
longer-lasting products  and harmonised rules for  consumer information (including “repair
scores”,  estimated lifespan,  spare parts,  and availability  of  software updates).
 
Vote: Thursday, 7 April
 
Further information
Press release from committee vote (16.03.2022)
Procedure file
European Parliament Research Service briefing and video
EP Multimedia center: Circular economy
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220309IPR25157/right-to-repair-meps-set-out-their-demands-ahead-of-commission-s-proposal
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/2515(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698869
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/circular-economy_17610


MEPs to debate dire situation of women in
Afghanistan
 
Following the sharp deterioration of women’s rights in
Afghanistan, MEPs and EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep
Borrell will assess the situation in the country on Tuesday.
 
The Taliban recently announced that they would not allow girls above the 6th grade to attend
school until further notice, thereby backtracking on earlier promises to grant women above a
certain age access to education.
 
They have also imposed other bans, such as forbidding women from flying without a male
guardian. MEPs will assess the latest developments in the country in a debate with EU Foreign
Policy  Chief  Josep Borrell  on  Tuesday afternoon.  A  resolution  will  be  put  to  the  vote  on
Wednesday.
 
In February, the European Parliament organised the “Afghan Women Days” - a series of events
intended to shine a light on the dire situation that women in the country are facing. A group of
Afghan women were also finalists for the 2021 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.
 
Procedure: Statement by the Vice President of the European Commission/High Representative
of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
 
Debate: Tuesday 5 April
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220120IPR21429/european-parliament-to-host-afghan-women-days
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20211008STO14523/sakharov-prize-2021-the-finalists
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Data governance: MEPs to vote on new rules to
boost intra-EU data sharing
 
New plans to make more data accessible to start-ups and
businesses to stimulate innovation will be up for a debate
and a  vote on Wednesday.
 
The Data Governance Act (DGA), already agreed by MEPs with EU governments, aims to boost
data sharing and help unlock the potential of Artificial Intelligence. It establishes new EU rules
on the neutrality of data marketplaces, facilitates the reuse of certain data held by the public
sector - e.g. certain health, agricultural or environmental data - and  creates common European
data spaces in strategic domains, including health, environment, energy, agriculture, mobility,
finance, manufacturing, public administration and skills.
 
During the negotiations, MEPs ensured there were no loopholes allowing operators from non-
EU countries to abuse the scheme, by strengthening provisions on trust and fair access. MEPs
also secured precise requirements on which services will fall under the new DGA.
 
Background
 
According to  the European Commission,  the amount  of  data generated by public  bodies,
businesses and citizens is expected to multiply five-fold between 2018 and 2025. The new rules
would  allow  these  data  to  be  used,  paving  the  way  for  sectoral  European  data  spaces
benefitting  society,  citizens  and  companies.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading agreement
 
Procedure Code: 2020/0340(COD) 
 
Debate: Wednesday 6 April 2022
 
Vote: Wednesday 6 April 2022
 
 
Press conference: Wednesday 6 April, 10.30
 
Further information
Draft report on  European data governance (Data Governance Act)
Press release on trilogue agreement (30.11.2021)
Profile of rapporteur : Angelika Niebler (EPP, DE)
Procedure file
EP Research briefing: Data Governance Act
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/data-governance-act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/data-governance-act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-governance-act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-governance-act
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_2102
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2021-0248_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211129IPR18316/data-governance-deal-on-new-rules-to-boost-data-sharing-across-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4289/ANGELIKA_NIEBLER/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0340(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)690674
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Parliament to debate violations of the right to
asylum in the EU 
 
In a debate on Wednesday, MEPs will assess the
application of asylum rules in the EU and the allegations of
breaches of the right to asylum and non-refoulement. 
 
MEPs are likely to refer to reports of pushbacks at different EU borders such as the Greek-
Turkish border and the Latvian, Lithuanian and Polish borders with Belarus. Besides insisting on
the need to guarantee decent reception conditions for people seeking international protection in
the EU, they are likely to call for the principle of international law in Article 33 of the Geneva
Convention,  which prohibits  the  return  of  refugees to  countries  where their  lives  may be
threatened,  to  be respected.
 
The Civil Liberties Committee sent a delegation to Greece in October 2021 and to Latvia and
Lithuania in March 2022 to verify reception conditions on the ground and check whether asylum
procedures are being applied correctly. The Parliament also set up a group within the Civil
Liberties Committee to scrutinise the work of border agency Frontex, following allegations of its
involvement in pushbacks of asylum-seekers from Greece to Turkey.
 
 Procedure: Council and Commission statement, no resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday, 6 April
 
 
 
Further information
EP Research Service Briefing: Search and rescue in the Mediterranean
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs: exchange of views on provisional emergency
measures for the benefit of Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, with the participation of Margaritis
Schinas and Ylva Johansson
Latest Asylum Trends - EU Asylum Agency
Free photos, video and audio material

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

16 I 22

https://ecre.org/greece-pushbacks-by-sea-to-go-before-ecthr-access-to-procedures-restricted-on-land-rule-of-law-concerns-in-asylum-system-persist-commission-challenges-legality-of-the-safe-third-country-concept/
https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10
https://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211104IPR16613/civil-liberties-committee-delegation-concludes-mission-to-greece
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220223IPR23911/meps-end-visit-to-latvia-and-lithuania-to-assess-situation-at-belarus-borders
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220223IPR23911/meps-end-visit-to-latvia-and-lithuania-to-assess-situation-at-belarus-borders
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220322IPR25997/frontex-scrutiny-group-lena-dupont-appointed-chair
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/659442/EPRS_BRI(2021)659442_EN.pdf
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-216368
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-216368
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-216368
https://euaa.europa.eu/latest-asylum-trends-annual-overview-2021
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


MEPs set to facilitate cross-border hire of trucks
without drivers 
 
Parliament is expected to approve a law easing existing
restrictions on the use of vans or trucks without drivers
hired from another EU country.
 
The new law, agreed between Parliament and Council negotiators in October 2021, is crucial for
transport operators, rental and leasing companies seeking to meet short-term, seasonal or
temporary demand peaks, or to replace defective or damaged vehicles.
 
In the negotiations, MEPs ensured transport companies can use hired vehicles, bearing the
licence of another EU country, for at least two months per year (current rules guarantee the
access  to  hired  vehicles  only  when these  are  registered  in  the  member  state  where  the
company  is  located).
 
Procedure: co-decision, 2nd reading
 
Procedure Code: 2017/0113(COD)
 
Debate: Monday, 4 April
 
Announcement of results: Tuesday, 5 April
 
Further information
Draft rules on the use of vehicles hired without drivers
Press release on trialogue agreement (26.10.2021)
EP rapporteur Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar (EPP, PT)
Procedure file
EP Research Service note on use of vehicles hired without drivers (April 2022)
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https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13531-2021-INIT/en/pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211019IPR15234/hiring-vehicles-without-drivers-provisional-deal-on-new-rules
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124734/CLAUDIA_MONTEIRO+DE+AGUIAR/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0113(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/729340/EPRS_ATA(2022)729340_EN.pdf


Pay Transparency: MEPs to vote on new rules to
help close the gender pay gap
 
On Tuesday, MEPs will set their position ahead of talks
with member states on a draft law to ensure that women
and men earn the same when doing the same job.
 
The Women’s Rights and Employment committees, in the draft mandate adopted on 17 March,
demanded  that  EU  companies  with  at  least  50  employees  (instead  of  250  as  originally
proposed by the Commission) be required to disclose information that makes it easier for those
working for the same employer to compare salaries and expose any existing gender pay gap
within the organisation. MEPs also want gender action plans to be put in place in companies
where pay reporting shows a gender pay gap of at least 2.5%, and propose to prohibit pay
secrecy.
 
Once the mandate is approved in plenary, the EP team can immediately start negotiations with
the Council, which adopted its own position last December.
 
Background
 
The principle of equal pay is laid down in Article 157 TFEU. However, across the European
Union, the gender pay gap persists and stands at around 14%, with significant variations among
member states; it has decreased only minimally over the last ten years.
 
 Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
Procedure Code: 2021/0050(COD) 
 
 
Vote: Tuesday 5 April 2022
 
 
 
Further information
Press release following the vote in committees (17.03.2022)
Procedure file
Legislative train
EP Think Tank - Equal pay for equal work between men and women: Pay transparency and
enforcement mechanisms (February 2022)
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0093
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/06/council-agrees-on-common-position-to-tackle-gender-pay-gap/#:~:text=The%20Council%20today%20agreed%20on,closing%20the%20gender%20pay%20gap.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12008E157
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Gender_pay_gap_statistics#Gender_pay_gap_levels_vary_significantly_across_EU
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Gender_pay_gap_statistics#Gender_pay_gap_levels_vary_significantly_across_EU
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220309IPR25158/gender-pay-gap-meps-back-binding-pay-transparency-measures
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0050(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-new-push-for-european-democracy/file-binding-pay-transparency-measures
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698934
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)698934


EU Budget 2023: “significant funding” needed to
address consequences of Ukraine war
 
MEPs have identified among their priorities for next year’s
budget the  recovery, health, youth and climate action, and
addressing the consequences of the invasion of Ukraine.
 
In their draft resolution tabled for plenary, MEPs say they want the 2023 EU budget to be a
“future-oriented budget that matches the Union’s political priorities of ensuring a stronger Health
Union, making a success of the green and digital transitions, and fostering a fair, inclusive,
sustainable and resilient recovery, including increased support for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs).” Next year’s budget should also invest in promoting the rule of law, EU
values,  and  fundamental  rights  and  their  application,  as  well  as  contribute  to  greater
opportunities for all, most notably young people, and ensure a stronger Union as a foreign policy
actor.
 
Ukraine
 
MEPs urge the EU to “guarantee significant funding to address the geopolitical consequences of
the current crisis including support  for  the deployment of  humanitarian and preparedness
measures for welcoming refugees in the Member States and in the Eastern Neighbourhood”.
They also call on the Commission and member states to “mobilise all available financial means
to support Ukraine”.
 
MEPs will debate and vote on their budgetary guidelines for 2023 on Tuesday.
 
More information in the recent press release and in the draft resolution.
 
Background
 
The budget guidelines represent the first document that Parliament produces during the annual
budget procedure. They set out the line that Parliament expects the Commission to take when
drawing up its budget proposal for the following year.
 
Procedure: Budgetary initiative
 
Procedure Code: 2021/2226(BUI)
 
Debate: Tuesday, 5 April 
 
Vote: Tuesday, 5 April 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0062_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220309IPR25171/keeping-the-recovery-on-track-for-all-meps-adopt-budget-priorities-for-2023
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0062_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2226(BUI)


 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on general guidelines for the preparation of the 2023 budget, Section III –
Commission
Press release on committee vote (16.03.2022)
Profile of rapporteur Nicolae Ștefănuță (RENEW, RO)
Procedure file
EP Thinktank: "Parliament's guidelines for the 2023 EU budget"
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0062_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0062_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220309IPR25171/keeping-the-recovery-on-track-for-all-meps-adopt-budget-priorities-for-2023
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766/NICOLAE_STEFANUTA/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2021/2226(BUI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2022)729345
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


•

•
•

Resolutions on human rights and democracy  
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Wednesday,
with votes on three related resolutions on Thursday.
 

The human rights situation in North Korea, including the persecution of religious
minorities; 
The situation of the rule of law and human rights in the Republic of Guatemala; 
Increasing repression in Russia, including the case of Alexey Navalny.
 

Debate: Wednesday 6 April
 
Vote: Thursday 7 April
 
Procedure: urgency (non-legislative) resolutions
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Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
- Urgent need to adopt the minimum tax directive. Commission statement
 
- Global approach to research and innovation: Europe’s strategy for international cooperation in
a changing world- Oral question, ITRE
 
- The Schengen evaluation mechanism, Sara Skyttedal, LIBE
 
- Parliament’s estimates of revenue and expenditure for the financial year 2023, Niclas Herbst,
BUDG
 
- Implementation of citizenship education actions, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, CULT
 
- Future of fisheries in the Channel, North Sea, Irish Sea and Atlantic Ocean, Manuel Pizarro,
PECH
 
- Protection of the rights of the child in civil, administrative and family law proceedings, Adrián
Vázquez Lázara, JURI
 
- The situation of marginalised Roma communities in the EU, Commission statement
 
- Mental Health. Commission statement
 
-  Cooperation and similarities between the Putin regime and extreme right  and separatist
movements in Europe. Topical  debate (Rule 162)
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