
 
Rule of Law conditionality: Commission must
immediately initiate proceedings
 

The European Commission must take urgent action and immediately apply the Rule of
Law Conditionality Mechanism by notifying the member states concerned in writing.
 
In a resolution adopted on Thursday by 478 votes to 155 and 29 abstentions, MEPs welcomed
the European Court of Justice’s recent judgement 
 
dismissing  the  actions  by  Hungary  and  Poland  against  the  Rule  of  Law  Conditionality
Regulation, as well as the Court’s conclusions that the regulation is in line with EU law and its
powers as regards rule of law.
 
Parliament stresses that it is “high time” for the Commission to fulfil its duties as the guardian of
the EU Treaties and react to the ongoing violations of the principles of the rule of law in some
EU member states, which pose a danger to the European Union’s financial interests.
 
Inaction towards oligarchic  structures weakens the entire  European Union,  says the text,
insisting that taxpayers’ money needs to be protected against those who undermine the EU’s
values.
 
MEPs  consider  the  Commission’s  response  to  the  ECJ  rulings  of  16  February  2022
“inadequate”  and underline  that  the  Commission  has  a  duty  to  implement  EU legislation
“regardless  of  electoral  timetables  in  the  member  states”.
 
The  resolution  notes  that,  in  October  2021,  Parliament  launched  an  action  against  the
Commission over its failure to apply the regulation and for its attempt to “play for time”. MEPs
stress that the Rule of Law Conditionality Mechanism should be applied to both the European
Union budget and to the funds of the NextGenerationEU package.
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• “High time” for the Commission to protect the EU budget from violations of rule of law

• EU legislation should be implemented regardless of electoral timetables in member states

• The Rule of Law Conditionality Mechanism should also cover the NextGenerationEU funds
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Background
 
The budget conditionality regulation entered into force on 1 January 2021, but the Commission
has so far failed to apply it. On 11 March 2021, Poland and Hungary challenged the regulation
in the EU Court of Justice. The Court ruled on 16 February, dismissing both appeals.
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Further information
The adopted text will be available here (10.03.2022)
Wrap-up of the plenary debate: Rule of Law conditionality: MEPs call on the Commission to act
immediately (16.02.2022)
Free photos, video and audio material on rule of law conditionality mechanism
Steps of the procedure
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201211IPR93622/parliament-approves-the-rule-of-law-conditionality-for-access-to-eu-funds
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2022-02/cp220028en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220210IPR23017/rule-of-law-conditionality-meps-call-on-the-commission-to-act-immediately
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220210IPR23017/rule-of-law-conditionality-meps-call-on-the-commission-to-act-immediately
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/package/rule-of-law_18008
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2022/2535(RSP)&l=en
https://twitter.com/EP_budgcontrol

