
 
MEPs demand more EU action to protect common
values in Hungary and Poland
 

On Thursday, the European Parliament called for the Council and the Commission to
take more action to address the deterioration of EU values in Hungary and Poland.
 
In a resolution adopted with 426 votes to 133 and 37 abstentions, MEPs welcome that the
French Presidency resumed conducting hearings under Article 7(1) of the Treaty but urge the
Council to show “genuine commitment” and make “meaningful progress” to protect European
values. They insist that Hungary and Poland’s failure to implement the numerous judgements
made  by  the  European  Court  of  Justice  and  the  European  Court  of  Human  Rights  is
unacceptable;  all  member  states  have  to  respect  EU  law,  they  note.
 
Hearings must produce results
 
The text calls for the hearings to be conducted with a more consistent, transparent and firm
approach. The hearings should be organised in a regular, structured and open manner and
must entail concrete follow-up, swift adoption of recommendations, with clear deadlines, to the
member states in question. It  emphasises that “unanimity is not required in the Council  to
identify a clear risk of a serious breach of Union values”.
 
MEPs once again demand that the Council keep Parliament promptly and fully informed at
every  stage,  which  has  not  been  the  case  so  far.  There  is  an  imminent  need  for  a
comprehensive EU mechanism for EU values, they reiterate, condemning the refusal of the
other institutions to enter into negotiations with the Parliament to devise such a tool.
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• Parliament calls for “genuine commitment” and progress in the Council

• Recommendations to member states should be swiftly adopted, with clear deadlines after
hearings

• Unanimity is not required to identify risks of a serious breach of EU values

• No approval of national plans under the Recovery and Resilience Facility until progress is
made
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012M007
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-eu-mechanism-on-democracy-the-rule-of-law-and-fundamental-rights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-eu-mechanism-on-democracy-the-rule-of-law-and-fundamental-rights


High time to use all tools available to protect EU values
 
The Commission must also do better, according to Parliament, which notes that it started a
formal procedure against Hungary under the Conditionality Regulation in April,  but not for
Poland. MEPs expect the Council  to deal with this as a matter of priority.
 
Further, MEPs call on both institutions to refrain from approving Hungary and Poland’s national
plans under the Recovery and Resilience Facility. This should only happen when both countries
comply fully with all European Semester recommendations in the field of rule of law, and only
after they implement all relevant judgements.
 
Background
 
In the ongoing Article 7 procedures,  the French Presidency of  the Council  organised one
hearing with the Polish Government in February, while another with Hungarian authorities will
take place in June. In December 2017, the European Commission initiated the procedure for
Poland. Parliament backed this move in a resolution in March 2018, and triggered the procedure
for Hungary in September 2018. Despite the deteriorating situation in both countries in recent
years, member states have avoided voting to determine whether there is “a clear risk of a
serious breach” of the EU’s common values.
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Further information
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
The adopted text will be available here (05.05.2022)
Watch a recording of the plenary debate (03.05.2022)
Procedure file
EU values in Poland: MEPs wrap-up fact-finding visit to Warsaw (23.02.2022)
Rule of law in Hungary: MEPs conclude three-day trip to assess the situation (1.10.2021)
Rule of law concerns in member states: how the EU can act (infographic)
European Commission 2021 Rule of Law Report - Country Chapter Poland
European Commission 2021 Rule of Law Report - Country Chapter Hungary
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32020R2092
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0340_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52017PC0835
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0055_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200109IPR69907/rule-of-law-in-poland-and-hungary-has-worsened
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/event_20220503-0900-PLENARY_vd?start=20220503111529&end=20220503120740
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/2647(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220218IPR23604/eu-values-in-poland-meps-wrap-up-fact-finding-visit-to-warsaw
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210930IPR13942/rule-of-law-in-hungary-meps-conclude-three-day-trip-to-assess-the-situation
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