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National recovery plans should boost resilience,
autonomy and social protection
 

Regular auditing and monitoring of the expenditure in order to protect EU’s financial
interests 
Investment and reforms should focus on increasing EU strategic autonomy in key
supply chains and critical infrastructure. 
To mitigate  the social  and economic  impacts  of  the  crisis,  funds must  be used
effectively,  to  reach citizens and the real  economy.
 

The Economic and Monetary Affairs and Budgets committees call for recovery funding to
be tied to respect for the rule of law, and for ensuring maximum return on investment.
 
The report, adopted by MEPs with 73 votes to 10 against and 13 abstentions, is intended to
influence the Commission’s  upcoming review of  the implementation of  the Recovery and
Resilience Facility  (RRF) expected by 31 July  2022.
 
Protecting the EU’s finances and values
 
MEPs want the Commission to ensure a strong auditing and monitoring mechanism for RRF
expenditure, implementation and data management. This would, MEPs say, prevent misuse,
double funding or the overlapping of objectives with other EU funding programmes.
 
The report adopted today underlines the importance of compliance with the rule of law and with
Article 2 TFEU as prerequisites for  accessing RRF funding, and that  the EU’s rule of  law
conditionality mechanism is fully applicable to the RRF. MEPs expect the Commission to refrain
from approving the draft national plans of Poland and Hungary as long as concerns about the
observance of the rule of law, judicial independence, and the anti-fraud measures, conflicts of
interest, and corruption persist.
 
The rule of law and the sound financial management of EU funds need continuous evaluation
throughout  the  lifecycle  of  the  RRF and it  should  be possible  to  halt  or  recover  already-
disbursed funds in  case of  non-compliance.
 
Transparency
 
MEPs reiterate the importance of the Recovery and Resilience Scoreboard in providing basic
information for citizens on the overall progress in the implementation of national plans. They
expect continuous monitoring of the implementation of the RRF’s six pillars, as well as the 37%
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210204IPR97105/parliament-gives-go-ahead-to-EU672-5-billion-recovery-and-resilience-facility
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/teu_2012/art_2/oj
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220304IPR24802/rule-of-law-conditionality-commission-must-immediately-initiate-proceedings
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220304IPR24802/rule-of-law-conditionality-commission-must-immediately-initiate-proceedings
https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/recovery-and-resilience-scoreboard/index.html
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/02/02/economic-and-budgetary-outlook-for-the-european-union-2022/structure-of-the-recovery-and-resilience-facility-3/


target for green spending and 20% for digital issues. They recall that member states should
collect and ensure access of data on beneficial  owner(s) of the recipient of the funds and
beneficiaries of the programme.
 
Strategic autonomy, war in the Ukraine and social investment
 
The RRF investments in the green transition and digital transformation should contribute to
increase EU strategic autonomy and independence, in particular to reduce its dependency on
imported  fossil  fuels.  However,  MEPs  call  for  more  cross-border  projects,  such  as  the
improvement of the interconnection of European gas and electricity energy networks and the full
synchronisation of power grids. They stress the role of the RRF in the rollout of REPowerEU
and say the loans available under the RRF could be used to supplement these projects and
advance investment  in  the EU’s energy transition,  contributing significantly  to  EU energy
sovereignty.
 
They also encourage member states to use the full potential of the RRF, including loans, to
counter the effects of current and future challenges – in areas like SMEs, health care, measures
to support Ukrainian refugees, and aiding local and regional administration in using funding
effectively.
 
Finally, MEPs believe that based on the example of the RRF, as part of the NextGenerationEU,
the strong added value of a common EU response that can be mobilised quickly to cope with
crises and new challenges could inspire future initiatives and mechanisms in the EU.
 
Further information
Steps of the procedure
Profile of the rapporteur: Siegfried MUREŞAN (EPP, RO),
Profile of the rapporteur: Eider GARDIAZABAL RUBIAL (S&D, ES
Profile of the rapporteur: Dragoș PÎSLARU (Renew, RO)
Committee on Budgets
Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_1511
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/02/02/economic-and-budgetary-outlook-for-the-european-union-2022/distribution-of-rrf-loans-requested-per-member-state/
https://europa.eu/next-generation-eu/index_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0104(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96991/EIDER_GARDIAZABAL+RUBIAL/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197663/DRAGOS_PISLARU/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/econ/home.html
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