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Green Deal: key to a climate-neutral and 
sustainable EU

Green Deal, Fit for 55, Climate Law… what are they?
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/green-deal-fit-for-55-climate-law-what-are-they_N01_AFPS_220715_GDEX_ev

The Green Deal is the EU’s answer to the ongoing climate crisis. Find out more about 
this roadmap for a climate-neutral Europe.

In November 2019, the Parliament declared a climate emergency asking the European 
Commission to adapt all its proposals in line with a 1.5 °C target for limiting global warming and 
ensure that greenhouse gas emissions are significantly reduced.

In response, the Commission unveiled the European Green Deal, a roadmap for Europe 
becoming a climate-neutral continent by 2050. 
 
Read more about the EU responses to climate change
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The European Green Deal goals and benefits
Parliament adopted the EU Climate Law on 24 June 2021, which makes legally binding a target 
of reducing emissions 55% by 2030 and climate neutrality by 2050. This moves the EU closer to 
its post-2050 objective of negative emissions and confirms its leadership in the global fight 
against climate change.

 
It should allow the targets to be more easily applied to legislation and should create benefits 
such as cleaner air, water and soil; reduced energy bill; renovated homes; better public 
transport and more charging stations for e-cars; less waste; healthier food and better health for 
current and future generations.

Business will also benefit as opportunities are created in areas where Europe aims to set global 
standards. It is also expected to generate jobs, for example in renewable energy, energy 
efficient buildings and processes.

Find out about the EU's contributions to global climate measures in our timeline

The Fit for 55 package to achieve the Green deal 
objectives
For the EU to reach the 2030 target, the Commission proposed a package of new and revised 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180404STO00910/infographic-timeline-of-climate-change-negotiations


legislation known as Fit for 55 in 2021, comprising 13 interlinked revised laws and six proposed 
laws on climate and energy. 
 

Reducing emissions from industry, transport and other 
sectors
 
In the first half of 2023, MEPs approved the following files:

The revision of the EU's Emissions Trading Scheme to include polluting sectors, such 
as buildings and road transport as of 2027, and maritime transport. The reforms will 
phase out free allowances for aviation by 2026 and promote the use of sustainable 
aviation fuels

• 

Review of the Market Stability Reserve to address the structural imbalance between 
the supply of and demand for allowances in the Emissions Trading System

• 

The implementation of the carbon leakage instrument that will put a carbon price on 
imported goods from carbon-intensive industries outside the EU to counter relocation 
to countries with less ambitious climate targets

• 

Effort-sharing between EU countries to increase national targets for emissions 
reductions - in sectors not covered by the Emissions Trading System, notably 
construction, agriculture and waste management - from 29% to 40% by 2030

• 

The reinforcement of rules to increase carbon removal in the land use, land-use 
change and forestry sector

• 

A proposal to guarantee that new cars and vans in the EU produce zeroCO2 
emissions in 2035

• 

A revision of emissions allowances for aviation, to include all flights departing from 
the European Economic Area in the scheme and a potential solution for flights 
outside the EU

• 

 
MEPs are set to vote on the final revisions of rules for fuel infrastructure, aviation and maritime 
fuels and renewable energy in the coming months. 
 

Read more on current EU measures to reduce emissions and specific non-CO2 
greenhouse gases 
 

Creating EU funds to support households in the green 
transition
 
Parliament approved the implementation of a Social Climate Fund to helping vulnerable 
households, small businesses and transport users with the increased cost of energy. It is funded 
by the auctioning of Emissions Trading System allowances to ensure a fair energy transition.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20170711STO79506/climate-change-better-using-eu-forests-as-carbon-sinks
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180920STO14027/reducing-car-emissions-new-co2-targets-for-cars-and-vans-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20220610STO32720/cutting-emissions-from-planes-and-ships-eu-actions-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20221128STO58001/how-the-eu-is-boosting-renewable-energy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20221128STO58002/energy-saving-eu-action-to-reduce-energy-consumption
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20180305STO99003/reducing-carbon-emissions-eu-targets-and-measures
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20230322STO78109/how-the-eu-reduces-greenhouse-gases-beyond-co2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20230322STO78109/how-the-eu-reduces-greenhouse-gases-beyond-co2
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20220519STO30401/social-climate-fund-parliament-s-ideas-for-a-just-energy-transition


Parliament and the European Green Deal
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/parliament-and-the-european-green-deal_N01-PUB-200623-GREE_ev

Boosting the circular economy
The Commission presented the EU Circular Economy Action Plan in March 2020, which 
includes measures along the entire life cycle of products promoting circular economy processes, 
fostering sustainable consumption and guaranteeing less waste. It focuses on:

Electronics and ICT• 
Batteries and vehicles• 
Packaging and plastics• 
Textiles• 
Construction and buildings• 
The food chain• 

 
 
In November 2022, the Commission proposed new EU-wide rules on packaging.  
 

As part of the rules to promote reusability, notably the right to repair, the EU agreed on a 
common charger. The USB Type-C will become the common charger for most electronic 
devices in the EU by the end of 2024. Laptops will have to be equipped with a USB Type-C port 
by 28 April 2026. 
 
In March 2023, the Commission presented a new proposal to promote repairing and reusing 
goods. Within the legal guarantee, It would require sellers to repair products unless it is cheaper 
to replace them. Beyond the guarantee, it would provide rights to make repairs easier and 
cheaper. 
 

In September 2022, Parliament approved its position on the implementation of the EU's new 
industrial strategy to help businesses overcome the Covid-related crisis, align spending to 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20210128STO96607/how-the-eu-wants-to-achieve-a-circular-economy-by-2050
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/fighting-plastic-pollution/20181212STO21610/plastic-waste-and-recycling-in-the-eu-facts-and-figures
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20201208STO93327/the-impact-of-textile-production-and-waste-on-the-environment-infographic
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7155?fbclid=IwAR17DTjpv2Z22Wf8tQ73xYvoQ7yjuvXVeT8kZhrYDEri9eMkrz4XJrS-eAA
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20220331STO26410/why-is-the-eu-s-right-to-repair-legislation-important
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20211008STO14517/a-common-charger-better-for-consumers-and-the-environment
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20220413STO27211/usb-type-c-to-become-eu-s-common-charger-by-end-of-2024
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20220413STO27211/usb-type-c-to-become-eu-s-common-charger-by-end-of-2024
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1794
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1794
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0329_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20201112STO91445/new-eu-industrial-strategy-the-challenges-to-tackle


policy and make the transition to a greener, circular economy.  
 
In November 2021, MEPs called for a more comprehensive EU strategy for critical raw materials 
to make Europe less dependent on the imports of critical raw materials that are crucial for its 
strategic industries. In March 2023, the Commission proposed an EU act for critical raw 
materials to ensure an adequate and diversified supply for Europe’s digital economy as well as 
for the green transition, prioritising re-use and recycling. 
 

Find out more about the benefits of the circular economy and how the Parliament fights 
plastic pollution

Creating a sustainable food system
The food sector is one the main drivers of climate change. Even though EU agriculture is the 
only major farm sector worldwide to have reduced its greenhouse gas emissions (by 20% since 
1990), it still accounts for about 10% of emissions (of which 70% are due to animals).

The Farm to Fork strategy, presented by the Commission in May 2020, should guarantee a fair, 
healthy and environmentally friendly food system, whilst ensuring farmers’ livelihoods. It 
covers the entire food supply chain, from cutting the use of pesticides and sales of 
antimicrobials by half and reducing the use of fertilisers to increasing the use of organic farming. 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20211118STO17611/sustainable-supplies-of-critical-raw-materials-crucial-for-eu-industry
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023PC0160
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023PC0160
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/circular-economy/20151201STO05603/circular-economy-definition-importance-and-benefits
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/fighting-plastic-pollution/20180830STO11347/how-to-reduce-plastic-waste-eu-strategy-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/fighting-plastic-pollution/20180830STO11347/how-to-reduce-plastic-waste-eu-strategy-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180301STO98928/greenhouse-gas-emissions-by-country-and-sector-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200519STO79425/creating-a-sustainable-food-system-the-eu-s-strategy
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy/20180615STO05929/superbugs-meps-ideas-to-fight-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy/20180404STO00909/the-eu-s-organic-food-market-facts-and-rules-infographic


 
Parliament welcomed the EU's farm to fork strategy in a resolution adopted in October 2021, but 
added recommendations to make it even more sustainable. Parliament specified that the Fit for 
55 package should include ambitious targets for emissions from agriculture and related land 
use. 

Preserving biodiversity
 
The EU also aims to tackle the loss in biodiversity, including the potential extinction of one 
million species. The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, unveiled in May 2020 by the 
Commission, aims to protect nature, reverse the degradation of ecosystems and halt 
biodiversity loss. 
 

Parliament adopted its position on the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: bringing nature back 
into our lives in June 2021, insisting that its implementation is consistent with other European 
Green Deal strategies. 
 

As forests play an essential role in absorbing and offsetting carbon emissions, Parliament has 
adopted new rules to ensure goods sold on the European market have not contributed to 
deforestation or forest degradation anywhere in the world. The regulation also ensures these 
products comply with human rights standards and ensure indigenous people’s rights are 
respected.  
 
Find out climate change facts and figures

Financing the green transition
In January 2020, the Commission presented the Sustainable Europe Investment Plan, the 
strategy to finance the Green Deal by attracting at least €1 trillion worth of public and private 
investment over the next decade.

As part of the investment plan, the Just Transition Mechanism should help alleviate the socio-
economic impact of the transition on workers and communities most affected by the shift. In 
May 2020, the Commission proposed a public sector loan facility to support green investments 
in regions dependent on fossil fuels, which was approved by the Parliament in June 2021.

Parliament and Council agreed on the introduction of new sources of revenue to fund the EU 
budget and the Covid-19 economic recovery plan. These would include proceeds from the 
Emissions Trading System and a carbon border adjustment mechanism that would impose a 
levy on imports of certain goods.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20180703STO07123/climate-change-in-europe-facts-and-figures
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200109STO69927/europe-s-one-trillion-climate-finance-plan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/climate-change/20200109STO69927/europe-s-one-trillion-climate-finance-plan
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/covid-19-recovery/20220610STO32721/recovery-plans-meps-push-for-wise-use-of-money-democratic-oversight


To encourage investment in environmentally sustainable activities and prevent companies 
falsely claiming their products are environmentally friendly - practice known as green-washing -
Parliament adopted new legislation on sustainable investments in June 2020. In November 
2020, MEPs also asked for a shift from an unsustainable to a sustainable economic system, as 
crucial to develop the long-term strategic autonomy of the EU and to increase the EU’s 
resilience.

Discover how the Just Transition Fund helps EU regions make the transition to a greener 
economy

Find out more
European Commission: main page for the Green Deal
Check legislative process on the Green Deal
Watch our Facebook Live interview with Pascal Canfin, chair of environment committee (May 
2021)
Interactive infographic on climate action
Briefing: Fit for 55 package (June 2022)
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