
 
Overview: what Parliament dealt with in the first
half of 2022
 

In the first half of 2022, the European Parliament continued work on the Conference on
the Future of Europe, supported Ukraine and worked on legislation to help tackle climate
change.
 
Election of the new Parliament President 
 
The year started with the election of Roberta Metsola (EPP, Malta) as the new President of the
European Parliament. She is the third female President after Simone Veil (1979-1982) and
Nicole Fontaine (1999-2002) as well as the youngest President ever. Metsola will lead the
Parliament until the 2024 European elections. 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220114IPR21012/roberta-metsola-elected-new-president-of-the-european-parliament
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220114IPR21012/roberta-metsola-elected-new-president-of-the-european-parliament
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20160811STO39006/simone-veil-a-woman-of-many-firsts
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/eu-pioneers/nicole-fontaine_en
https://the-president.europarl.europa.eu/en/


•
•
•

Ukraine 
 
In the wake of Russia’s offensive against Ukraine,  Parliament held an extraordinary plenary
session on 1 March, in which Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addressed MEPs from
Kyiv.Since the beginning of hostilities, the EU and its leaders committed to providing support to
Ukraine. In April, President Metsola was the first leader of an EU institution to travel. to Kyiv. In
addition to supporting sanctions against Russia and help for Ukraine, the Parliament strongly
advocated giving the country EU candidate status.
 
 
 
Future of Europe 
 
On 9 May 2022, following one year of intensive discussions and citizen-led debates, the
Conference on the future of Europe concluded in Parliament’s building in Strasbourg.
 
 
 
The final report from the conference contains 49 proposals and more than 320 measures
covering issues including climate change, health, social justice, EU values, democracy, security;
the digital transformation and culture. 
 
 
 
Climate change 
 
As part of its commitment to fighting climate change and implementing the Green deal,
Parliament adopted its negotiating position on a range of proposals in the Fit for 55 in 2030
package. They include:
 

the reform of the Emissions Trading System 
the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
the creation of a Social Climate Fund to help those most affected by the energy
transition
 

 
 
Digital services 
 
On 5 July, the Parliament adopted two pieces of landmark legislation: the Digital Markets Act
and Digital Services Act. The new EU digital rulebook establishes standards for accountability
and protection for consumers from illegal content, unfair practises and certain types of targeted
advertising.
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/video/v_I219165
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/video/v_I219165
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/ukraine/20220519STO30402/timeline-how-eu-has-been-supporting-ukraine-since-start-of-war
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/ukraine/20220127STO22047/how-the-eu-has-been-supporting-ukraine
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/ukraine/20220127STO22047/how-the-eu-has-been-supporting-ukraine
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220401IPR26508/roberta-metsola-backs-ukrainian-people-in-kyiv
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220616IPR33216/grant-eu-candidate-status-to-ukraine-and-moldova-without-delay-meps-demand
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/conference-on-the-future-of-europe
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/conference-on-the-future-of-europe
https://futureu.europa.eu/pages/reporting?locale=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20200618STO81513/green-deal-key-to-a-climate-neutral-and-sustainable-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3541
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3541
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/digital-transformation/20211209STO19124/eu-digital-markets-act-and-digital-services-act-explained
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/digital-transformation/20211209STO19124/eu-digital-markets-act-and-digital-services-act-explained


Roaming 
 
Parliament adopted a 10-year extension of roaming rules in April, allowing EU consumers to
continue using mobile phones when travelling around the EU with no additional fees. It came
into effect on 1 July.
 
 
 
Universal charger 
 
Parliament reached an agreement with the Council to make USB Type-C the common charger
for all small and medium-sized portable electronic devices in the EU by the autumn of 2024.
 
 
 
Equality 
 
 Parliament continued work on advancing gender equality, backing proposals to establish
binding measures on pay-transparency and improve gender balance on boards.
 
 
 
Film prize 
 
The 2022 LUX Audience Award went to Quo Vadis, Aida? by Bosnian director Jasmila Žbanić.
Accepting the award, she drew parallels between her film and the current situation in Ukraine,
urging MEPs to find a way to stop the war.
 
 
Discover Parliament on social media and more
Facebook
Instagram
Linkedin
Reddit
Twitter
Newshub: find out what MEPs are saying on social media
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20211015STO15005/roam-like-at-home-roaming-rules-extended-for-10-more-years
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20220413STO27211/usb-type-c-to-become-the-eu-s-common-charger-in-2024
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/gender-equality/20200227STO73521/how-to-close-the-gender-pay-gap-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/gender-equality/20200227STO73521/how-to-close-the-gender-pay-gap-in-the-eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/it/press-room/20220603IPR32195/women-on-boards-deal-to-boost-gender-balance-in-companies#:~:text=After%20being%20blocked%20in%20the,listed%20companies%20in%20the%20EU.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/lux-award-2022/20220602STO32047/interview-with-the-winner-of-lux-audience-award-2022
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament
https://www.instagram.com/europeanparliament/
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQE1GqRrYN1ckwAAAX575zjQRRmaBmwAbuXL3GorNU6DuFDjv2cQDysDTF8pivJPrWOLfIvIbiyRUJdVXKNWzL1T0cmD0m6aPkEVfleSKbPxL2OreIzsaWaF1c8TxSGth_i-l8E=&originalReferer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Feuropean-parliament%3Ftrk%3Dcp_followed_name_european-parliament
https://www.reddit.com/r/europeanparliament
https://twitter.com/Europarl_en
https://epnewshub.eu/

