
 

Newsletter
12-15 September 2022
Strasbourg plenary session
 
State of the European Union: debate with Ursula von der Leyen 
At 9.00 on Wednesday, Commission President von der Leyen will deliver her State of
the European Union address to Parliament, followed by a discussion with MEPs.
 
 
Soaring energy prices in Europe 
MEPs will debate the EU’s response to the dramatic rise in energy prices with the
Council and Commission on Tuesday afternoon.
 
 
MEPs set to boost renewables and energy savings 
Plans tabled under the "Fit for 55" package to speed up the deployment of renewable
energy and reduce energy consumption by 2030 will be voted on by MEPs on
Wednesday.
 
 
Hungary can no longer be considered a full democracy, MEPs set to
declare 
In a draft report reviewing developments since Parliament activated Article 7, MEPs
argue that EU values are under systemic threat in Hungary. 
 
 
Adequate minimum wages: final vote on new rules for workers to
lead a decent life 
MEPs are set to greenlight new EU rules on minimum wages to tackle in-work poverty,
raise standard of living, and foster collective bargaining. 
 
 
“This is Europe”: Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin to address
MEPs  
On Tuesday morning, Prime Minister of Finland Sanna Marin will share her views on
Europe’s current situation and future direction.
 
 
Parliament to discuss war in Ukraine, set to approve budget support 
Parliament will discuss on Tuesday the latest developments in Ukraine with EU Foreign
Policy Chief Joseph Borrell and will vote on EU macro-financial assistance .
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Climate change: MEPs debate the EU’s response to extreme weather
phenomena  
In light of this summer’s devastating droughts and forest fires across Europe, MEPs will
discuss how to increase EU efforts to fight climate change.
 
 
Greek spyware and wiretapping scandal: MEPs to debate recent
revelations  
On Monday, MEPs will discuss with the Council and Commission the reported cases of
surveillance and the use of the Predator spyware in Greece.
 
 
Chinese provocations against Taiwan: MEPs to discuss latest
developments  
On Tuesday afternoon, MEPs and EU Foreign Policy Chief Josep Borrell will debate
relations between China and Taiwan and the deteriorating security situation.
 
 
MEPs will ask for the “pandemic scar” on children’s mental health to
be alleviated 
Spending on education and culture needs to be urgently boosted to mitigate
the lasting impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on children and youth’s mental health.
 
 
New rules for companies to stop EU-driven deforestation around the
world  
To fight global climate change and biodiversity loss, MEPs demand companies ensure
products sold in the EU do not come from deforested or degraded land. 
 
 
New rules for European political parties and foundations 
Parliament will seek to further improve the Commission’s proposal, aiming to protect
European values and democratic processes more effectively.
 
 
Treatment of refugees and migrants in the EU and at its borders 
MEPs will discuss on Tuesday how to ensure access to asylum procedures and decent
reception conditions for migrants in Europe and prevent human rights violations.
 
 
EU budget 2023: Council’s cuts “far from prudent or realistic” 
In a debate on Tuesday on Council’s position on next year’s EU budget, MEPs are set
to slam member states’ approach to EU funding.
 
 
Strengthening the EU’s economic, social and territorial development  
In a debate on Wednesday, and vote on Thursday, MEPs will assess the impact of EU
regional policy in recent years. 
 
 
Fundamental rights in the EU: Parliament’s assessment for 2020-
2021
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MEPs will take stock of key issues, identify areas of concern, and propose how to
protect freedom, equality and the rule of law in the EU more effectively.
 
 
Resolutions on human rights and democracy 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human rights, democracy and rule
of law topics on Wednesday, followed by votes on Thursday. 
 
 
Fisheries: Parliament to vote on extension of EU-Mauritius protocol 
On Tuesday, MEPs are expected to give their go-ahead to prolonging the EU-Mauritius
fisheries partnership protocol for six months, until a new agreement is reached.
 
 
Other topics on the agenda 
Other topics on the agenda
 
 

 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu//news/en/agenda/briefing/2022-09-12
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State of the European Union: debate with Ursula
von der Leyen
 
At 9.00 on Wednesday, Commission President von der
Leyen will deliver her State of the European Union address
to Parliament, followed by a discussion with MEPs.
 
Ursula von der Leyen will outline the impact of the Commission’s work in the past year and its
upcoming plans, particularly regarding EU solidarity with Ukraine, sanctions on Russia, the
measures to ensure the EU’s energy supply and curb its dependence on Russian fossil fuels,
and the current energy price spikes. She is also set to focus on the European Green Deal and
the green transition,  on digitalisation,  the EU’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and
planning for  future pandemics,  and Europe’s NextGenerationEU recovery plan.
 
MEPs will assess in their responses the Commission’s work and its plans for the year ahead,
alongside presenting their own views and proposals. The annual State of the Union debate
allows MEPs to scrutinise the European Commission’s results and priorities and contribute to
setting the EU’s policy direction.
 
Background
 
The State of the European Union debate is a key moment that demonstrates the European
Commission’s accountability towards the EU’s democratically elected representatives and
fosters a more transparent and democratic Union.
 
Debate: Wednesday, 14 September
 
Further information
State of the EU debate 2022: here's how to follow it
European Commission webpage
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20220823STO37802/state-of-the-eu-debate-2022-here-s-how-to-follow-it
https://state-of-the-union.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package


Soaring energy prices in Europe
 
MEPs will debate the EU’s response to the dramatic rise in
energy prices with the Council and Commission on
Tuesday afternoon.
 
Parliament will assess recent and proposed EU measures to protect European households and
businesses from rising prices during the coming winter.
 
A resolution will be put to the vote during the next plenary session in October.
 
Against the backdrop of the war in Ukraine, the disruption of Russian gas supplies has led to
skyrocketing electricity prices and market volatility, leading the Commission and member states
to consider new policy options such as capping prices or decoupling of gas and electricity
prices.
 
In recent months, Parliament and Council  have adopted an emergency plan for filling gas
reserves. The Commission has also launched the RepowerEU plan as well as EU-wide gas
consumption reduction measures.
 
Debate: Tuesday, 13 September
 
Vote: 3-6 October session
 
Procedure: Debate with Council and the Commission
 
 
 
Further information
Press release (23.06.2022) Parliament approves plans to restock gas reserves before winter
European Commission press release (08.03.2022): REPowerEU: Joint European action for
more affordable, secure and sustainable energy
European Commission press release (20.07.2022): Save Gas for a Safe Winter: Commission
proposes gas demand reduction plan to prepare EU for supply cuts
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220616IPR33214/parliament-approves-plans-to-restock-gas-reserves-before-winter
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220616IPR33214/parliament-approves-plans-to-restock-gas-reserves-before-winter
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1511
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_4608
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_4608
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220616IPR33214/parliament-approves-plans-to-restock-gas-reserves-before-winter
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1511
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1511
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_4608
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_4608
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


MEPs set to boost renewables and energy
savings
 
Plans tabled under the "Fit for 55" package to speed up the
deployment of renewable energy and reduce energy
consumption by 2030 will be voted on by MEPs on
Wednesday.
 
A revision of the Renewable Energy Directive as amended by Parliament’s Industry, Research
and  Energy  Committee  would  raise  the  share  of  renewables  in  the  EU's  overall  energy
consumption to 45% by 2030. Under the proposal, renewables deployment in the transport
sector should lead to a 16% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, through the use of higher
shares of advanced biofuels and a more ambitious quota for renewable fuels of non-biological
origin, like hydrogen.
 
MEPs will also vote on a revision of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED), the law that sets
energy-saving targets  in  both primary and final  energy consumption in  the EU.  The draft
legislation  would  require  member  states  to  collectively  ensure  a  reduction  of  energy
consumption of at least 40% by 2030 in final energy consumption and 42.5% in primary energy
consumption compared to 2007 figures.
 
Background
 
On 14 July 2021 the European Commission adopted the "Fit for 55" package, adapting existing
climate and energy legislation to meet the new EU objective of a minimum 55% reduction in
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2030. One element of the package is the revision of the
Renewable Energy Directive (RED II), which will help the EU deliver the new 55% GHG target.
 
The “Fit for 55” package also includes a recast of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED), which
currently sets out the level of energy savings the EU needs to make to meet the agreed goal of
32.5% energy efficiency improvements by 2030. The recast would require member states to
almost double their annual energy savings obligations.
 
Procedure Code: 2021/0218(COD); 2021/0203(COD)
 
Debate:  Monday 12 September  (Energy  Efficiency),  Tuesday 13 September  (Renewable
Energy)
 
Vote: Wednesday 14 September
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Primary_energy_production
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Final_energy_consumption


Press conference: on Tuesday or Wednesday tbc
 
Further information
Draft report on the promotion of energy from renewable sources
Draft report on energy efficiency
Press release on committee vote (13.07.2022)
Profile of rapporteur Markus Pieper (EPP, DE)
Profile of rapporteur Niels Fuglsang (S&D, DK)
Procedure file: revision of the Renewable Energy Directive
Procedure file: revision of the Energy Efficiency Directive
EP research: Revision of the Renewable Energy Directive: Fit for 55 package
EP research: Revising the Energy Efficiency Directive: Fit for 55 package
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0208_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0221_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220711IPR35006/meps-back-boost-for-renewables-use-and-energy-savings
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28224/MARKUS_PIEPER/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/101585/NIELS_FUGLSANG/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0218(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0203(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698781
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698045
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/


Hungary can no longer be considered a full
democracy, MEPs set to declare
 
In a draft report reviewing developments since Parliament
activated Article 7, MEPs argue that EU values are under
systemic threat in Hungary. 
 
The draft text -which MEPs will discuss on Wednesday and vote on on Thursday- demonstrates
how  democracy  and  fundamental  rights  in  the  country  have  further  deteriorated  since
Parliament triggered the Article 7 procedure in 2018, through the “deliberate and systematic
efforts of the Hungarian government”, exacerbated by EU inaction.
 
The main areas of  concern for  MEPs range from the functioning of  the constitutional  and
electoral system to judicial independence, and from academic and religious freedom to the
rights of vulnerable groups.
 
MEPs are also set to say that any further delay in the Article 7 process would amount to the
Council breaching the rule of law. They are set to call for recovery funds to Hungary to be
withheld until it  complies with recommendations and court rulings.
 
Procedure: Interim report - revision of legislative initiative report
 
Procedure Code: 2018/0902R(NLE)
 
Debate: Wednesday 14 September
 
Vote: Thursday 15 September
 
 
 
Further information
Hungary: member states have an obligation to end attacks on EU values (13.7.2022)
MEPs demand more EU action to protect common values in Hungary and Poland (5.5.2022)
Rule of law in Hungary: MEPs conclude three-day trip to assess the situation (1.10.2021)
European Parliament vehemently opposed to Hungarian anti-LGBTIQ law (8.7.2021)
Parliament demands a legally binding, effective mechanism to protect EU values (7.10.2020)
Procedure file
Rule of law concerns: how the EU can act (infographic)
European Commission 2022 Rule of Law Report - Country Chapter Hungary
Free photos, video and audio material (rule of law in Hungary)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0340_EN.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012M007
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220711IPR35008/hungary-member-states-have-an-obligation-to-end-attacks-on-eu-values
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220429IPR28226/meps-demand-more-eu-action-to-protect-common-values-in-hungary-and-poland
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210930IPR13942/rule-of-law-in-hungary-meps-conclude-three-day-trip-to-assess-the-situation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210701IPR07502/european-parliament-vehemently-opposed-to-hungarian-anti-lgbtiq-law
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201002IPR88432/parliament-demands-a-legally-binding-effective-mechanism-to-protect-eu-values
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/0902R(NLE)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20180222STO98434/rule-of-law-concerns-how-the-eu-can-act-infographic
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/40_1_193993_coun_chap_hungary_en.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/rule-of-law-in-hungary_20302 
permanent, comprehensive mechanism to protect EU values.


Adequate minimum wages: final vote on new
rules for workers to lead a decent life
 
MEPs are set to greenlight new EU rules on minimum
wages to tackle in-work poverty, raise standard of living,
and foster collective bargaining. 
 
In a wider economic climate of rising prices, but recognising member state traditions of wage-
setting and collective bargaining, the EU directive on adequate minimum wages is set to be a
major milestone in European social policy.
 
Under the new rules, national minimum wages would have to enable workers to lead a decent
life,  taking into account  the cost  of  living and wider  pay levels.  To facilitate an adequacy
assessment of existing statutory minimum wages, EU countries may establish a basket of
goods and services at real prices, or set it at 60% of the gross median wage and 50% of the
gross average wage.
 
In countries where fewer than 80% of workers are covered by collective bargaining, member
states will have to establish an action plan to increase this figure.
 
In  July,  Members  of  the  Employment  and  Social  Affairs  Committee  backed  the  informal
agreement  reached  with  the  Council  on  6  June  2022.
 
Procedure Code: 2020/0310 (COD)
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure
 
Debate: Tuesday 13 September
 
Vote: Wednesday 14 September
 
 
Further information
Provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations (15.06.2022)
Co-rapporteur Dennis Radtke (EPP, DE)
Co-rapporteur Agnes Jongerius (S&D, NL)
Procedure file
Briefing European Parliament Research Service, Directive on adequate minimum wages
(15.06.2022)
Free photos, video and audio material
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https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/video/adequate-minimum-wages-in-the-european-union-extracts-from-the-votes-and-statements-by-dennis-radtke-epp-de-and-agnes-jongerius-sd-nl-rapporteurs_I228315
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/nl/press-room/20220603IPR32188/deal-reached-on-new-rules-for-adequate-minimum-wages-in-the-eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/commissions/empl/inag/2022/06-20/EMPL_AG(2022)734121_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/188945/DENNIS_RADTKE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125021/AGNES_JONGERIUS/home
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0310(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733535
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733535
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/search?q=minimum+wages


“This is Europe”: Finnish Prime Minister Sanna
Marin to address MEPs 
 
On Tuesday morning, Prime Minister of Finland Sanna
Marin will share her views on Europe’s current situation
and future direction.
 
The Prime Minister’s plenary address will be followed by a round of responses by political group
leaders. This will be the sixth “This is Europe” debate to take place at the European Parliament;
previous iterations have featured Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas (in March), Italian Prime
Minister Mario Draghi (in May), Ireland’s Taoiseach Micheál Martin (in the first June plenary),
Croatian PM Andrej Plenković (in the second June plenary) and Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis (in July).
 
Before she addresses plenary, Sanna Marin and EP President Roberta Metsola will have a
bilateral meeting. A joint press conference is scheduled for 12.00.
 
Sanna Marin became Prime Minister  of  Finland in December 2019. She was the Chair  of
Tampere City Council from 2013 to 2017, an MP from 2015, and Finnish Minister of Transport
and Communications between June and December 2019.
 
Procedure: key debate
 
Debate: Tuesday 13 September at 10:30
 
 
 
Further information
Official website of the Finnish Prime Minister’s Office
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220304IPR24788/war-in-ukraine-meps-outline-their-vision-for-europe-s-future-security
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220429IPR28222/italy-s-prime-minister-draghi-calls-for-faster-eu-integration-to-address-crises
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220429IPR28222/italy-s-prime-minister-draghi-calls-for-faster-eu-integration-to-address-crises
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220603IPR32132/ireland-s-taoiseach-unilateral-action-on-ni-protocol-would-be-deeply-damaging
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220616IPR33218/andrej-plenkovic-grant-candidate-status-to-ukraine-and-bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220701IPR34361/kyriakos-mitsotakis-time-to-fight-for-our-european-identity-and-stability
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220701IPR34361/kyriakos-mitsotakis-time-to-fight-for-our-european-identity-and-stability
https://vnk.fi/en/frontpage


Parliament to discuss war in Ukraine, set to
approve budget support
 
Parliament will discuss on Tuesday the latest
developments in Ukraine with EU Foreign Policy Chief
Joseph Borrell and will vote on EU macro-financial
assistance .
 
Ukrainian forces recently launched a counteroffensive in the southern part of the country to
retake areas occupied by Russia, including around Kherson. Meanwhile the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) conducted an inspection visit  of the occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant located in an area repeatedly hit by shelling. The nuclear watchdog has called for
the setting up of a security zone around the power plant.
 
Budget support to Ukraine
 
In a vote on Tuesday, Parliament will decide whether to apply the so-called “urgent procedure”
to approve a €5 billion macro-financial  loan to help Ukraine cover its  ballooning external
financing needs caused by Russia’s invasion. This latest loan is the second tranche of a €9
billion support package, of which €1 billion has already been disbursed.
 
If MEPs agree to the urgent procedure, they will vote on the proposal itself later in the week.
 
Debate: Tuesday 13 September
 
 
MFA votes: 
 
Tuesday 13 September (on urgency procedure), to be determined later (MFA)
 
Procedure:  Question with the High Representative / Ordinary legislative procedure
 
Further information
Press release: MEPs approve €1 billion loan to Ukraine (07.07.2022)
Press release: EU candidate status: lead MEP welcomes Council decision (23.06.2022)
Macro-financial assistance to Ukraine (European Commission)
“EU stands with Ukraine” website
EU measures in solidarity with Ukraine (European Commission)
Free photos and videos
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/RULES-9-2021-09-13-RULE-163_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5373
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/ukraine-relief-reconstruction_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/ukraine-relief-reconstruction_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_4783
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220705IPR34501/meps-approve-EU1-billion-loan-to-ukraine
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220623IPR33711/eu-candidate-status-lead-mep-welcomes-council-decision
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/international-economic-relations/candidate-and-neighbouring-countries/neighbouring-countries-eu/neighbourhood-countries/ukraine_en
https://ukraine.europarl.europa.eu/en/home.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/news/eu-measures-solidarity-ukraine.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/package/solidarity-with-ukraine_22705


Climate change: MEPs debate the EU’s response
to extreme weather phenomena 
 
In light of this summer’s devastating droughts and forest
fires across Europe, MEPs will discuss how to increase EU
efforts to fight climate change.
 
In a debate on Tuesday morning, followed by a vote on a resolution on Thursday, MEPs are
expected to quiz the Commission and Council on the EU’s immediate support to national and
regional authorities, including through the activation of the EU Civil Protection Mechanism,
following severe droughts and forest fires, which hit several European countries this summer.
These disasters caused loss of life and have had a devastating impact on people’s homes and
livelihoods, as well as on sectors like farming.
 
MEPs are  also  likely  to  reiterate  their  concern  that  extreme weather  events  and  natural
disasters will only multiply and intensify as a result of climate change. They are expected to call
on the Commission to develop long-term disaster management strategies and simplify existing
funding procedures.
 
Background
 
Parliament has played an important role in pushing for more ambitious EU climate legislation
and declared a climate emergency on 28 November 2019. The “Fit for 55 in 2030 package" is
the EU’s plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030 compared to 1990
levels in line with the European Climate Law.
 
Debate: Tuesday 13 September 2022
 
Vote: Thursday 15 September 2022
 
 
 
Further information
EP Think Tank: Climate action in the European Union: Latest state of play (14.12.2021)
Free photos, video and audio material
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Greek spyware and wiretapping scandal: MEPs to
debate recent revelations 
 
On Monday, MEPs will discuss with the Council and
Commission the reported cases of surveillance and the use
of the Predator spyware in Greece.
 
MEPs are set  to  express their  indignation at  the recent  revelations of  wiretapping by the
intelligence services, as well as the use of spyware, targeting politicians, journalists, and other
public figures in Greece. Among the targeted individuals is MEP Nikos Androulakis (S&D, EL),
the leader of the Greek opposition party PASOK-KINAL.
 
Earlier this year, the European Parliament established a committee of inquiry to investigate the
use of surveillance software. On Thursday 8 September, the committee hosted a discussion on
Greece with government officials and journalists targeted by spyware.
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statements, no resolution
 
Debate: Monday 12 September
 
Further information
EP Research Service Study: Countering spyware abuse (6.7.2022)
EP Plenary debate on the surveillance of politicians, prosecutors, lawyers and journalists, and
other persons and entities in EU Member States using cyber surveillance software
(15.02.2022)
Committee of Inquiry to investigate the use of Pegasus and equivalent surveillance spyware
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pega/home.html


Chinese provocations against Taiwan: MEPs to
discuss latest developments 
 
On Tuesday afternoon, MEPs and EU Foreign Policy Chief
Josep Borrell will debate relations between China and
Taiwan and the deteriorating security situation.
 
The tensions in  and around Taiwan heightened alarmingly  in  August  2022.  US House of
Representatives  Speaker  Nancy  Pelosi  visited  the  island,  and  the  Chinese  government
responded  with  military  exercises  and  threatening  rhetoric.
 
The Taiwanese army held live-fire drills in response, amid lingering international concerns that a
Chinese invasion of Taiwan remains a serious threat.
 
China considers Taiwan to be an unrecognised breakaway province which should rightfully be
under Beijing’s control.
 
A resolution will be voted on by MEPs on Thursday.
 
Debate: Tuesday 13 September
 
Vote: Thursday 15 September
 
Procedure: Statement by the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, followed by a non-legislative resolution
 
Further information
EP Multimedia Centre: Free photos, video and audio material
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MEPs will ask for the “pandemic scar” on
children’s mental health to be alleviated
 
Spending on education and culture needs to be urgently
boosted to mitigate
the lasting impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on children
and youth’s mental health.
 
MEPs are set to ask for a boost in the EU average spending on education and training beyond
the current 5% of GDP and to urge every EU country to spend 10% of the EU’s recovery and
resilience funds on education and 2% on the cultural and creative sector.
 
Investment must go into improving mental  health awareness and services in schools and
providing staff, to allow children and young people to seek psychological help in the early stages
of experiencing mental health issues. MEPs also stress the importance of “low-threshold, semi-
professional psychological support for learners”.
 
Procedure: Own-initiative report
 
Procedure Code: 2022/2004(INI)
 
Debate: Monday, 12 September
 
Vote: Tuesday, 13 September
 
 
 
Further information
Draft resolution on the impact of COVID-19 closures of educational, cultural, youth and sports
activities on children and young people in the EU
Press release on committee vote (13.07.2022)
Profile of rapporteur Hannes Heide (S&D, AT)
Procedure file
European Youth Forum report: ‘Beyond Lockdown: the “pandemic scar” on young people
UNICEF report of 4 October 2021: ‘The State of the World’s Children 2021: promoting,
protecting and caring for children’s mental health
Free photos, video and audio material
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New rules for companies to stop EU-driven
deforestation around the world 
 
To fight global climate change and biodiversity loss, MEPs
demand companies ensure products sold in the EU do not
come from deforested or degraded land. 
 
MEPs will debate Monday and vote Tuesday on a new regulation on deforestation-free products
to reduce the EU’s contribution to climate change and biodiversity loss globally. The new law
would make it obligatory for companies to verify (so-called “due diligence”) that goods sold in
the EU have not been produced on deforested or degraded land. MEPs are expected to request
the widening of the scope of products covered by the regulation, and that companies must also
verify these goods are produced in accordance with human rights provisions in international law
and respect the rights of indigenous people.
 
MEPs will also debate and vote on a new EU Forest Strategy for 2030. Stressing the multi-
functional role of forests - which mitigate climate change while also creating jobs -, the draft
report proposes actions to secure resilient forests in the EU. Given the EU’s diverse forests and
climate  conditions,  MEPs say  that  forestry  management  should  be developed nationally,
regionally  and locally  and in  cooperation  with  forest  owners.
 
Background
 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates that 420 million hectares of forest
— an area larger than the EU — were lost  to deforestation between 1990 and 2020. It  is
estimated that EU consumption represents around 10% of global  deforestation.
 
In October 2020, Parliament made use of its prerogative in the Treaty to ask the Commission to
come forward with legislation to halt EU-driven global deforestation.
 
Procedure codes: 2021/0366(COD) & 2022/2016(INI) 
 
Procedures: Ordinary legislative procedure (deforestation) and own-initiative procedure (EU
Forest Strategy)
 
Debates: Monday 12 September 2022
 
Votes: Tuesday 13 September 2022
 
 
 

Plenary sessions

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

17 I 26
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https://www.fao.org/3/ca9825en/ca9825en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5588e.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12016E225
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20201016IPR89560/legislation-with-binding-measures-needed-to-stop-eu-driven-global-deforestation


Further information
Procedure file (deforestation)
Procedure file (EU Forest Strategy)
Commission Fact Sheet on deforestation
EP study: An EU legal framework to halt and reverse EU-driven global deforestation: European
added value assessment
EP research: the European Union and Forests
EP study: New EU forest strategy for 2030
Free photos, video and audio material
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New rules for European political parties and
foundations
 
Parliament will seek to further improve the Commission’s
proposal, aiming to protect European values and
democratic processes more effectively.
 
MEPs will adopt their position for the ensuing negotiations with Council and Commission, in
order to pass the law in the first half of 2023, so that it will be in place before the next European
elections in 2024. Parliament is set to expand the new rules relating to parties outside the EU’s
27 member states, to ensure that these parties come from countries that are full members of the
Council of Europe and “observe equivalent values” to those of Article 2 TEU, and to adopt a
more ambitious approach regarding EU funding for campaigns in national referenda.
 
Procedure: Ordinary legislative procedure, 1st reading
 
Procedure Code: 2021/0375(COD) 
 
Debate: Thursday 15 September
 
Vote: Thursday 15 September
 
 
 
Further information
European political parties and foundations: MEPs assess draft new rules (13.07.2022)
European political parties: first debate on the Commission’s proposal for new rules
(16.03.2022)
Procedure file
EP Research Service briefing - Amending the rules governing the statute and funding of
European political parties (recast), March 2022
EP Study - Towards a revision of the Regulation on the statute and funding of European
political parties and foundations, March 2022
EP Research Service, “At a glance” - European political parties: Statute and funding,
November 2021
EP Research Service - Statute and funding of European political parties under Regulation
1141/2014: ex-post evaluation, June 2021
Legislative train
Free photos, video, and audio material
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Treatment of refugees and migrants in the EU
and at its borders
 
MEPs will discuss on Tuesday how to ensure access to
asylum procedures and decent reception conditions for
migrants in Europe and prevent human rights violations.
 
In a debate with representatives of the Council and the Commission, MEPs are expected to
raise the obstacles to requesting asylum in some EU member states, leading to delays and
overcrowding, as well as the continuous reports of pushbacks at EU external borders and the
difficulties of disembarking migrants arriving by sea.
 
They are likely to call for the reform of the EU migration and asylum rules to be completed
before the 2024 EU elections in line with the agreed roadmap between the Parliament and the
five rotating Council Presidencies.
 
Debate: Tuesday, 13 September
 
Procedure: Council and Commission statement, no resolution
 
Further information
EP Research Service Briefing: Search and rescue in the Mediterranean
Latest Asylum Trends - EU Asylum Agency
Free photos, video and audio material
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EU budget 2023: Council’s cuts “far from prudent
or realistic”
 
In a debate on Tuesday on Council’s position on next
year’s EU budget, MEPs are set to slam member states’
approach to EU funding.
 
In his recent working document on the position of the Council  of  the EU on the European
Union’s 2023 budget, rapporteur Nicolae Ştefănuță (RENEW, RO) wrote: “Council’s proposed
cuts are far from prudent or realistic, since they would make it hard for the Union to achieve its
political priorities, such as delivering on the European Green Deal, fostering the digital transition
and building a European Health Union. They also contradict many of the priorities of the Czech
Presidency.”
 
Background
 
On 7 June, the Commission presented the draft budget for 2023. The proposed annual budget
amounts to €185.6 billion in commitments and €166.3 billion in payments. All amounts are in
current prices. Council proposes to cut commitments by €1.64 billion.
 
Parliament will vote its own position for the budgetary negotiations during October. The budget
for 2023 has to be agreed between the Council and the Parliament by the end of this year.
 
Debate: Tuesday 13 September
 
Procedure code:2022/2755(RSP)
 
Further information
Press release - "Proposed EU budget for 2023 struggles to meet current challenges, say
MEPs” (07.06.2022)
Full text of Parliament's general guidelines for the preparation of the 2023 budget, Section III –
Commission (05.04.2022)
EP Think Tank - “Parliament's guidelines for the 2023 EU budget"
Committee on Budgets’ homepage for the 2023 budgetary procedure
Fact Sheets on the European Union - The budgetary procedure
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/budgetary-procedures/2023-procedure
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/10/the-budgetary-procedure


Strengthening the EU’s economic, social and
territorial development 
 
In a debate on Wednesday, and vote on Thursday, MEPs
will assess the impact of EU regional policy in recent years.
 
MEPs are expected to demand to keep the EU’s future cohesion policy budget at least at the
same level as in the 2021-2027 financial period, with additional resources allocated to the Just
Transition Fund II, supporting regional adjustment to climate neutrality. In their evaluation of the
Commission’s 8th Cohesion report, they warn that, while the EU’s eastern regions have been
catching up with the rest of the EU, some less developed regions in southern Europe might be
facing a development trap. New investments in education, research and innovation are needed,
says the draft text.
 
Parliament is also set to suggest faster procedure for funds distribution and to call  on the
European Commission to use unspent resources from the EU’s 2021 budget for infrastructure
projects threatened by price increase.
 
Background
 
Every  three years,  the  progress  achieved by  the  EU cohesion policy  is  assessed by  the
European  Commission.  The  8th  Cohesion  report  focuses  in  particular  on  the  impact  of
pandemics  in  the  EU  regions.
 
Debate: Wednesday, 14 September 2022
 
Vote: Thursday, 15 September 2022
 
Further information
Draft report
8th Cohesion Report
Committee on regional development
Free photos, video and audio material
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Fundamental rights in the EU: Parliament’s
assessment for 2020-2021
 
MEPs will take stock of key issues, identify areas of
concern, and propose how to protect freedom, equality and
the rule of law in the EU more effectively.
 
Parliament will  evaluate the impact of COVID-19 measures on democracy, justice and law
enforcement, and core freedoms, persistent rule of law violations in some member states as
well as threats to democracy and the EU’s legal order - all of which are necessary to protect
fundamental rights.
 
The draft  text,  tabled for  debate and a vote,  takes stock of  discriminatory practices,  hate
speech, structural racism, pushbacks at the EU’s external borders, and smear campaigns
against media, NGOs, and minorities. Other areas of concern include gender-based violence,
women’s and LGBTIQ+ rights, as well as media freedom and the protection of journalists.
 
Procedure Code: 2021/2186(INI) 
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
Debate: Wednesday 14 September
 
Vote: Thursday 15 September
 
 
 
Further information
Fundamental rights report 2020-2021: MEPs deeply concerned (13.7.2022)
Procedure file - Legislative Observatory
EU Agency for Fundamental Rights: Fundamental Rights Report 2021
EU Agency for Fundamental Rights: Fundamental Rights Report 2020
Factsheets on the EU: The protection of Article 2 TEU values in the EU
EP Research Service - Study: Violence against women and domestic violence: The new
Commission proposal in light of European Parliament requests (27-06-2022)
EP Research Service - Study: Europe's PegasusGate: Countering spyware abuse (06-07-
2022)
EP Research Service - Briefing: Protecting EU shared values: How the European Parliament is
responding to citizens' expectations (27-04-2022)
EP Research Service - At a glance: The shrinking space for civil society in Europe (02-03-
2022)
Free photos, video and audio material
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•

•

•

Resolutions on human rights and democracy
 
Parliament will hold urgent debates on the following human
rights, democracy and rule of law topics on Wednesday,
followed by votes on Thursday. 
 

Human rights violations in the context of forced deportation of Ukrainian civilians to
and forced adoption of Ukrainian children in Russia 
Violations of human rights in Uganda and Tanzania linked to the investments in fossil
fuels projects 
Nicaragua, in particular the arrest of the bishop Ronaldo Álvarez
 

Debate: Wednesday, 14 September
 
Vote: Thursday, 15 September
 
Procedure: urgency resolutions (non-legislative)
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Fisheries: Parliament to vote on extension of EU-
Mauritius protocol
 
On Tuesday, MEPs are expected to give their go-ahead to
prolonging the EU-Mauritius fisheries partnership protocol
for six months, until a new agreement is reached.
 
The six-month extension should allow continued access to Mauritian waters for EU vessels
fishing tuna and tuna-like  species of  up to  2,000 tonnes.  Four  EU member  states fish  in
Mauritian waters - France, Italy, Portugal and Spain. In return, Mauritius will receive a financial
contribution of 287,500 euro.
 
The protocol also strengthens cooperation between the EU and Mauritius in the sustainable
exploitation of fishery resources and in the cannery industry. The Mauritian cannery industry
processes around 500,000 tonnes of tuna caught annually by the EU fleet in the Indian Ocean.
 
Background
 
The fisheries agreement protocol between the EU and Mauritius expired on 7 December 2021,
and negotiations for a new agreement continue.
 
Vote: Tuesday, 13 September 2022
 
 
 
Further information
Draft report
Committee on Fisheries
EP rapporteur Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew, ES)
EU-Mauritius fisheries partnership
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0211_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pech/home/highlights
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96922/IZASKUN_BILBAO+BARANDICA/home
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/fisheries/international-agreements/sustainable-fisheries-partnership-agreements-sfpas/mauritius_en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en


Other topics on the agenda
 
Other topics on the agenda
 
- Fisheries measures, debate and vote Thu, Carvalhais 
 
- Renew partnership with the Southern neighbourhood, debate Tue, Vote Wed, López-Istúriz
White 
 
Ecological Disaster in the Oder River, Commission statement, Thursday
 
-Implementation of the Updated New Industrial Strategy for Europe: aligning spending to policy,
Tom Berendsen, Thursday
 
- State of the SME Union, Commission statement, Thursday
 
-The new European Bauhaus Christian Ehler, Marcos Ros Sempere, debate Tuesday, vote
Wednesday
 
Interim report on the 2021 proposal for a revision of the Multiannual Financial Framework, Jan
Olbrycht, Margarida Marques, debate Monday, vote Tuesday
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