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MEPs call on the EU to step up cooperation
with Africa after the Valletta summit
Plenary sessions [25-11-2015 - 18:48]

 
The EU must take concrete steps to tackle the migration crisis and terrorism, such
as building a partnership to this end with Africa, said MEPs in Wednesday’s debate
with EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini and Nicolas Schmit, representing
the Council  Presidency. The debate focused on the outcomes of the EU-Africa
summit in Valletta (Malta) on 11-12 November and the G20 one in Antalya (Turkey)
on 15-16 November.
 
''The EU and Africa face the same challenges. That is why we need to develop common
instruments to manage the migration crisis'', said Ms Mogherini, adding that migration is
only one of the challenges that the EU and African countries must respond to together.
 
''We need a global approach to deal with terrorism'', said Mr Schmit commenting on the
results of G20 summit. He stressed that blame for terrorism should not be pinned on
religion or a specific nationality or ethnic origin.
 
While some MEPs considered the Valletta Summit to have been useful and stressed the
need for  a  full  partnership  with  Africa,  others  believed  that  there  were  also  missed
opportunities,  for  example  to  strike  readmission  agreements.  The  EU  should  take
responsibility and concrete steps to tackle the crisis while member states must respect
their commitments, notably by funding them. Many MEPs also underlined that terrorism
should not be attributed to migration.
 
You can watch the debate on EP VOD.
 
Political groups
• Press release by the EPP group: http://www.eppgroup.eu/press-release/EU-Africa-Summit%3A-

Reinforce-external-borders
• Press release by the S&D group: http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/sds-call-fair-trade-

strong-development-agenda-ahead-kenya-wto-summit
• News pages of the ECR group: http://ecrgroup.eu/news/
• Press release by the ALDE group: http://www.alde.eu/nc/press/press-and-release-news/press-

release/article/verhofstadt-we-have-to-cooperate-with-and-invest-in-africa-but-not-outsource-our-
problems-to-afri/

• News pages of the GUE/NGL group: http://www.guengl.eu/news/archives/category/gue-ngl-news
• News pages of the Greens/EFA group: http://www.greens-efa.eu/press/70-press-releases.html
• News pages of the EFDD group: http://www.efdgroup.eu/newsroom/press-releases

Further information
• G20 statement on the fight against terrorism: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-

summit/2015/11/g20-statement-on-the-fight-against-terrorism_pdf/
• Valletta summit, 11-12 November 2015 - action plan:

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2015/11/11-
12/?utm_source=DSMS&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20151112-valletta-final-
docs&utm_term=952.22804.2076.0.22804&utm_content=all+customers

• G20 Antalya summit, 15-16 November 2015 - G20 leaders’ communiqué:
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2015/11/g20-antalya-leaders-summit-
communique-_pdf/
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