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Petition summary

The petitioner notes that the Hungarian government is planning a development project inside the Fertő
Natura 2000 site and invest 94 million EUR public (but non-EU) funds in tourism infrastructure. The
petitioner alleges that this is threatening the lake's precious natural values. The investment will include a
4-star hotel, 880 parking lots, harbour installations, a sports complex, 26 apartment houses a camping
site and a motel and it covers over 50 hectares while the total new artificial cover will be approximately 13
hectares.The petitioner alleges that the planned investment breaches several EU directives. He highlights
that because of the likely transboundary impact, the Hungarian government should have contacted the
Austrian stakeholders within the framework of the Espoo treaty on EIAs.Furthermore, if the investment is
not stopped, we will have to face with the following potential environmental consequences:•loss of
wetland habitats, which are important to mitigate climate change•release of carbon into the atmosphere
and decreasing carbon sequestration potential of natural habitats•increasing the motorised traffic, which
will rise GHG emission and potentially lead to more wildlife-car collision, endangering the threatened
amphibian population•increasing threat to protected bird species including the IUCN red listed Eurasian
curlew (Numenius arquata) or Western March harrier (Circus aeruginosus).The petitioner notes the
existence and alternative proposals for development of the Friends of Fertő lake Association, which
would develop the area in a more sustainable manner. He also informs that an official complaint has
been submitted to the European Commission in this respect.
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