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Background

This mini-hearing is intended to follow-up on the visit paid by a delegation of the Committee 
on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) to Niger on 2-6 April 2018. It is also related 
to the EP delegation visit to Libya from 20 - 23 May 2018.

During their visit in Niger, LIBE Members had the chance to meet with Nigerien Parliamentarians 
at the National Assembly. Nigerien MPs, in particular those involved in the Parliamentary network 
on migration, expressed a call for cooperation to their European counterparts. As a follow-up to the 
visit and a response to this call, LIBE coordinators decided on 24 April that a public mini-hearing 
should be organised in the European Parliament around the presentation of the delegation report 
to LIBE, to which to Nigerien Parliamentarians would be invited. 

The situation on the ground in Libya and Niger is of great interest for LIBE with regard to the 
reception of persons in need of international protection, the fight against smuggling and 
trafficking in human beings, resettlement, readmission and reintegration and funding of such 
activities by the European Union. While the situation and EU activities in Libya have been 
subject of a number of LIBE meetings, the situation of Niger as a key transit country of 
migratory routes from sub-Saharan Africa to the Mediterranean and as a stable partner for a 
security architecture in the Sahel region with all its repercussions for the EU should receive 
more attention of the LIBE committee.

While the EU participates in the UN-led quartet for the reunification and pacification of Libya 
and in particular in the AU-UN-EU Task Force to accelerate the assisted voluntary returns from 
Libya to countries of origin and the emergency evacuation mechanism of the UNHCR, Niger 
has been selected as one of five priority countries in the renewed EU partnership framework on 
migration. Initially aimed at reinforcing the capacity building of Nigerien security authorities, 
EU support has evolved to assist the Nigerien central and local authorities as well as the security 
forces in developing policies, techniques and procedures to better control and fight irregular 
migration as well as consequent smuggling and trafficking in human beings. 

The EU is engaged in Libya and Niger through the Emergency Trust Fund for stability and 
addressing root causes of irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa (EUTF for Africa) 
which finances various projects with partners such as IOM and UNHCR. IOM runs various 
programmes, notably for the voluntary return and reintegration of migrants in their country of 
origin. As for UNHCR, it is responsible in particular for the resettlement programme of people 
evacuated from Libya. 
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Order of business

15.00 – 16.05  Oral report by the Chair of the EP Delegation visit to Libya on 21 May 
2018
(5 minutes)

Presentation of the draft report of the LIBE delegation to Niger by the 
Chair, Claude MORAES (and possibly intervention by other members 
of the delegation)
(10 minutes)

Intervention by the Head of the EU delegation in Niger, Ambassador 
Raul MATEUS PAULA
(5 minutes)

Intervention by Amina SAMINOU LAOULI, Member of the National 
Assembly of Niger and President of the Nigerien Parliamentary 
Network on Migrations
(10 minutes)

Intervention by Mano AGHALI, Member of the National Assembly of 
Niger for the constituency of Agadez
(10 minutes)

Intervention by Eugenio AMBROSI, Director of IOM Brussels
(5 minutes) (tbc)

Intervention by Annabelle ROIG-GRANJON, Head of the EU-Global 
Issues Unit a.i. in UNHCR’s Regional Representation for EU Affairs
(5 minutes)

Intervention by Denis HAVEAUX, Director of the Red Cross EU 
Office
(5 minutes)

Intervention by Soumaila MAIGA IBRAHIM, Coordinator Niger 
Projects of Médecins du Monde Belgium
(5 minutes)

Intervention by a representative of the European Commission
(5 minutes)

16.05 - 17.00 Questions and Answers Session
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Annex	

IMPORTANT	NOTICE	FOR	THOSE	WISHING	TO	ATTEND	THE	MEETING

This	meeting	is	open	to	the	public.	However,	for	security	reasons,	participants	who	do	not	have	a	European	Parliament	
access	badge	must	obtain	a	pass	in	advance.	Those	wishing	to	obtain	such	a	pass	should	register	before	30 Mai	end	of	
business	 on	 the	 LIBE	 webpage	 for	 the	 hearing	 	 (http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-
hearings.html).Without	proper	registration,	the	Security	Service	will	not	provide	entry	passes.1

PRACTICAL	GUIDELINES	FOR	THE	DEBATE

•	During	the	discussion,	so	as	to	make	it	possible	for	the	highest	number	of	parliamentarians	to	intervene,	speaking	time	of	
speakers	will	be	strictly	limited	to	the	specified	time	allocated and	speaking	time	of	the	Members	to	two	minutes	per	
contribution	or question	in	order	to	ensure	a	fruitful	discussion.
•	Speakers	wishing	to	supplement	their	speeches	may	do	so	in	writing	by	submitting	a	document	(preferably	in	English	or	
French)	in	advance	to	the	secretariat	(email:	libe-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu).	These	documents	will	be	circulated	
during	the	meeting.
•	 Meeting	 documents	 will	 be	 progressively	 added	 to	 the	 Events	 section	 of	 the	 LIBE	 Committee	 pages:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-hearings.html .

THE	MEETING	IS	BROADCASTED	LIVE	AND	RECORDED
LIBE	Committee	pages:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=LIBE

ADDITIONAL	INFORMATION

Céline	CHATEAU

Administrator

Office:	SQM	08	Y	035

Phone:	+32(2)28	3	09	60

celine.chateau@europarl.europa.eu

Ivana	URBANOVÁ

Assistant	

Office	SQM	08	Y	048

Phone:	+32(2)28	40	507

ivana.urbanova@europarl.europa.eu

Erika	SCHULZE

Administrator

Office:	SQM	08	Y	043

Phone:	+32(2)28	3	12	45

Erika.schulze@europarl.europa.eu

Maria	Pilar	ALVAREZ	ALVAREZ

Assistant

Office		SQM	08	Y	046

Phone:	+32(2)28	4	24	83

mariadelpilar.alvarez@europarl.europa.eu

                                               
1 The	processing	of	personal	data	is	subject	to	Regulation	(EC)	No	45/2001	of	18	December	2001	(OJ.L	8	12.1.2001,	

p.	1)
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