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Tim ALLEN has worked in the Eurostat Press Office for 16 years and has been head of 
the Press Office for the last six years. During this time he has tried to do his bit for facts 
by communicating high quality statistical data on the EU to the media, by answering 
their questions on the data and the methodologies behind the data, and by helping 
them to find the data they need in the Eurostat database.

Naja BENTZEN is a policy analyst at the External Policies Unit in the Members’ Research 
Service, European Parliamentary Research Service, where her work focuses mainly on 
Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus, Arctic issues and disinformation. Prior to joining EPRS, she 
worked as a media analyst at the US Embassy in Vienna, Austria. Before that, she spent 
eight years reporting for Denmark’s leading weekly newspaper Weekendavisen, covering 
Central and South Eastern Europe. She has received the Milena Jesenská Fellowship for 
Journalists at the Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen in Vienna.

Derek BOWLER is Head of Social Newsgathering at the European Broadcasting Union 
and founder of the Eurovision News Exchange Social Newswire. Previously a journalist 
& news projects lead at Storyful, he specialises in conflict zone verification from the 
Middle East and has worked on projects with the New York Times, Washington Post 
and Google News Labs.

Guido BÜLOW has been working as a Strategic Partnerships Manager at Facebook 
since September 2015. He is responsible for media partnerships in Central Europe. 
Before joining Facebook, he was head of social media at SWR (ARD). Guido started his 
career with bigFM, where he volunteered after completing his studies and then worked 
as a marketing manager.

Tommaso CANETTA is a lawyer by training but a journalist and fact-checker by passion 
and profession. After graduating in International and European Law in 2010 at the 
University of Milan with a thesis on the Treaty of Lisbon, he decided to follow his dream 
and, after a two year Master in Journalism, became a professional journalist. Since 
then he has written on foreign policy, Middle East and European Union. In 2016 he 
joined Pagella Politica and became an enthusiastic fact-checker for Agi (Agenzia 
Giornalistica Italiana). Most comfortable with legal subjects, he likes to keep on 
learning about new topics.



Paolo CESARINI is Head of the Unit responsible for media convergence and social 
media within DG Communication Networks, Content and Technology at the European 
Commission. Previously worked in other management positions within European 
Commission (DG Competition, State aid policy), as a legal officer at the Legal Service 
of the International Labour Organization in Geneva, a researcher and visiting professor 
at the Institute for Public and International Law of Siena University, and lecturer at the 
universities of Turin and Montpellier. He obtained a master degree in international 
law at Siena University and an LLM in EU law at the College of Europe in Bruges.

Stephen CLARK Director of the Directorate for Liaison Offices, has been an official of 
the European Parliament for 27 years. He has worked with parliamentary committees, 
in a central management role in the office of the Secretary-General, and, for the last 
eleven years, in the field of communication, initially as the head of Parliament’s digital 
communication team, which pioneered the use of social media by EU institutions. 
Latterly he has been the director responsible for public communication more widely, 
in charge of communication campaigns, events and Parliament’s visitor facilities and 
is currently responsible for the overall coordination of the 2019 elections campaign. 
He is co-author, with Sir Julian Priestley, of  “Europe’s Parliament: People, Places, Politics” 
a reference publication on the European Parliament.

Jaume DUCH GUILLOT is Director-General for Communication of the European 
Parliament and its Spokesperson. He graduated in Law from the University of Barcelona 
(1980-1985), where he later also served as a Professor of International Public Law. In 
1990 he became a European Parliament official and has always worked in 
communication-related positions, as Spokesperson for then Parliament President, José 
María Gil-Robles, Head of the Press Room and, from 2006 to 2017 Media Director, a 
position to which he was appointed in 2006. In February 2017 he was appointed 
Director General of Communication.Jaume Duch  is the author of various publications, 
articles and communications on issues related to the European Union, the role of the 
European Parliament and communication policies.

Nicola FRANK joined the European Broadcasting Union in 1998. In January 2009 she 
became Head of European Affairs, in charge of the EBU Brussels office. Ms Frank started 
her career in the European Commission in 1990 where she was responsible for an 
information and communication programme towards the Mediterranean and the Near 
and Middle East. In 1996 she joined Media and Entertainment International, the 
international federation of media and entertainment trade unions, as Deputy General 
Secretary. Ms Frank was born in 1963. She took an M.A. in Islamic Studies, Modern 
History and French Literature.



Mariya GABRIEL is European Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society since 
2017. Prior to this, she served as MEP for Bulgaria’s GERB party within the EPP from 
2009 to 2017, including as Vice-President of the EPP group in Parliament. As a deputy, 
she participated in foreign election observation missions to Bulgaria and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and served in parliamentary delegations to the Arab 
world and several committees, including the Committees for Foreign Affairs, Civil 
Liberties, Petitions and Agriculture and the special Committee for Organised Crime, 
Corruption and Money Laundering. She studied languages, politics and International 
Relations and is married with one child.

Lucas GRAVES, Senior Research Fellow at the Reuters Institute for the Study of 
Journalism, is a communication scholar and former journalist who studies how news 
and news organisations are changing in the contemporary media ecosystem. He has 
published extensive research on the fact-checking movement in the United States 
and around the world, and in 2016 his book Deciding What’s True: The Rise of Political 
Fact-Checking in American Journalism came out with Columbia University Press.

Clara JIMÉNEZ CRUZ is the head of project of Maldita.es, an independent journalistic 
non profit project focused on the control of disinformation and public discourse 
through fact-checking and data journalism techniques. She has spent most of her 
professional career at laSexta (a national TV station), first in the news and then in 
different programs across the channel such as Debate Al Rojo Vivo, laSexta Columna 
and laSexta Noche. Between 2013 and 2018 she was part of the El Objetivo de Ana 
Pastor, a primetime fact-checking show. She was appointed to the High Level Group 
against Disinformation by the European Commision in representation of Maldita.es 
and is currently a member of the International Fact-Checking Network Advisory Board.

Andris KĀRKLUVALKS has been a journalist for more than ten years. He has have 
covered Latvian national politics and economics, and, for the last four years, works as  
foreign news editor for Latvian online media “Delfi”, focusing on the EU, Middle East 
and defense issues. Delfi.lv is not only the largest private media in Latvia, but also the 
largest online media in the country with 700 000 – 900 000 monthly unique readers 
both in Latvian and Russian (Latvia’s population is around 1,9 m). He has degrees in 
Communication and International Politics.



Ralitsa KOVACHEVA is a Doctor of Journalism and Assistant Professor of International 
Journalism at the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication at Sofia University 
“St. Kliment Ohridski”. She is the author of “Centre and Periphery of the Europeanised 
Public Spheres” and “The Mediatised Dimension of Foreign Policy“ (co-authored-by 
prof. Maria Neykova, PhD). She has worked as a journalist for more than 20 years, with 
a special focus on the EU issues. Since 2012, she has been a regular participant in a 
series of seminars for the regional Bulgarian media organized by the European 
Commission Representation and the European Parliament Liaison Office in Bulgaria. 
In 2014, she represented Bulgaria in the pan-European Civil Dialogue organised by 
the European Commission in Brussels.

Maja LAGERCRANTZ has been working as a news reporter since 2014. During the 
2018 election she was fact checking at the Public Service Swedish Radio and the fact 
checking site faktiskt.se. Ms Lagercrantz has also written a book about cycling. She 
lives in Stockholm and has a daughter.

Philippe LAMBERTS was born in 1963 in Brussels. He studied engineering in applied 
mathematics, at the Catholic University of Louvain. From 1987 to 2009, he worked for 
IBM. First elected to the European Parliament in June 2009, he was re-elected in 2014 
and appointed Co-President of the Green group. His political career with the Belgian 
green party (Ecolo) began in 1991 while from 1999, he became more and more 
involved with European politics, through the European Green Party of which he was 
co-president from 2006 to 2012. As Member of the European Parliament, he focuses 
on economic and financial questions, and has become a specialist on fiscal, banking 
and macroeconomic issues. Philippe Lamberts is currently co-chair of the Greens/EFA 
political group with Ska Keller.

Christophe LECLERCQ is founder of EURACTIV media network & Chairman of 
Fondation EURACTIV, plus adviser & commentator. After launching EURACTIV in 1999 
and managing it for 10 years, Mr. Leclercq then focused on deepening the network 
and external relations. Since January 2018, Christophe Leclercq is one of the experts 
on the High-Level Expert Group (HLEG) on disinformation. He leads the new projects 
#Media4EU and Stars4Media (Erasmus4Media). He also teaches notably at Institut 
d’Etudes Européennes/ULB (Brussels). Previously, Mr. Leclercq was EU Commission 
official with DG Competition (coordinator for Information Society). Before that, he was 
a management consultant with McKinsey, founder of the EuroManagers job fair, and 
market research manager at Renault Deutschland.



Grégoire LEMARCHAND is deputy global editor in chief & head of social networks 
and fact-checking at Agence France-Presse (AFP) in Paris. He led the AFP team that 
acted as the overall editorial newsroom of CrossCheck in 2017. He is also a teacher at 
the Sciences Po Journalism School and was a member of the EU’s high-level group on 
online disinformation.

Alexios MANTZARLIS joined Poynter to lead the International Fact-Checking Network 
in September of 2015.  As Director of the IFCN, he helped draft the fact-checkers’ code 
of principles and shepherded a partnership between fact-checkers and Facebook. He 
was a member of the EU’s High Level Group on fake news and online disinformation 
and drafted a lesson plan on fact-checking for UNESCO. Mr Mantzarlis previously served 
as Managing Editor of Pagella Politica and FactCheckEU, respectively Italy’s main fact-
checking website and the EU’s first multilingual crowd-checking project. While at 
Pagella Politica, he presented weekly fact-checking segments on Virus, a prime time 
talkshow airing on RAI 2. Before becoming a fact-checker, he worked for the UN and 
the Italian Institute for International Political Studies.

Ruurd OOSTERWOUD (1989) is the founder of DROG, an organisation that researches 
how to combat fake news and disinformation. DROG uses a playful approach to their 
campaigns, which turns out to be an effective way to achieve awareness. For one of 
their campaigns DROG developed the serious game ‘Bad News’, in which players are 
challenged to develop and spread fake news. Together with the University of 
Cambridge, DROG researches the effectiveness of this unconventional approach, based 
on inoculation theory. Ruurd Oosterwoud has an MA in Russian and Eurasian Studies. 
He was the first student to specialise in Russian disinformation at Leiden University 
(2015). Still in University he set up recommendations for the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on fake news, based on his research.

Mikko SALO is the founder of Faktabaari (FactBar), chair of Finnish transparency NGO 
Avoin yhteiskunta ry and university EU advisor. In 2014, he founded awarded (Bonnier, 
Europcom) fact-checking service Faktabaari, bringing accuracy to the European 
election debate. Since then, he has worked with journalism schools, media educators, 
scientists and volunteers. He has experience in EU Affairs at member state and EU 
level, having also served in the EU institutions.  Mikko joins the EU’s High-Level Expert 
Group (HLGE) on Fake News and online disinformation that issued a report “Multi-
dimensional approach to online disinformation”. His current fact-checking and media 
and information literacy work links to forthcoming European elections and 
empowering especially fact-checkers, teachers and researchers.



Marietje SCHAAKE has been a Member of European Parliament for D66/ALDE political 
group since 2009. She is the ALDE spokesperson on transatlantic trade and digital 
trade and a member of the committee on Foreign Affairs and the subcommittee on 
Human Rights and the delegations for Iran and the Arab peninsula. She is also vice-
president of the US Delegation. She founded the EP Intergroup on the Digital Agenda 
for Europe. Schaake is a ‘Young Global Leader’ with the World Economic Forum and a 
member of the Transatlantic Commission on Election Integrity, the Global Commission 
on the Stability of Cyberspace and the European Council on Foreign Relations as well 
as chair of the CEPS Taskforce on Software Vulnerability Disclosure in Europe and an 
advisor to the Centre for Human Technology. She is one of Politico’s 28 most influential 
Europeans in the ‘class of 2017’.

Philipp SCHULMEISTER leads the European Parliament’s Public Opinion Monitoring 
Unit (DG COMM). Austrian by nationality, lawyer by education and communicator by 
passion he has been working in different roles in the European Parliament for twenty 
years. As Parliament’s pollster he believes in the importance of reliable data and their 
transparent use. His unit is responsible for producing Parliament’s own Eurobarometer 
surveys as well as monitoring the development of the political landscape in all 28 
Member States. With a view to European elections 2019 it will be his unit’s responsibility 
to deliver robust and reliable projections on the composition of the next Parliament.

Tali SHAROT is a Professor of cognitive Neuroscience at University College London, 
where she directs the Affective Brain Lab. She combines research in psychology, 
behavioural economics and neuroscience to reveal the forces that shape our decisions 
and beliefs.  Dr. Sharot is the author of “The Influential Mind” and “The Optimism Bias”. 
Her papers have been published in top scientific journals including Nature and Science. 
This work has been the subject of features in many outlets including The Washington 
Post, CNN, the BBC. She has also written essays for the popular press which have been 
published in Time (cover story), The New York Times, and the Guardian among others. 
She received her Ph.D from New York University.



Antonio TAJANI, president of the European Parliament, holds a degree in law from 
La Sapienza University in Rome and worked as a professional journalist for more than 
twenty years, including as a special correspondent in Lebanon, the Soviet Union and 
Somalia. A co-founder of Forza Italia, in 1994, he was elected to the European 
Parliament for the first time that same year. He was appointed European Commissioner 
for Transport in 2008 and for Industry and Entrepreneurship in 2010. He re-entered 
the European Parliament and served as one of its vice-presidents in 2014 before being 
elected to the presidency of the institution in 2017. Mr Tajani is married with two 
children. Besides Italian, he speaks French, Spanish and English.

Isabelle THOMAS has been a member of the European Parliament in the Socialists 
and Democrats group since 2012. She is a member of the Budgets Committee and the 
Fisheries committee, for which she is also responsible for the report on the next long 
term EU budget. She served as vice-president of the S&D group from 2014 to 2018. A 
lawyer by training, Isabelle Thomas joined politics in the 80s through the French 
National Students’ Union of which she was elected Vice President in 1985. She was 
elected regional councillor and later Vice-President of the Regional Council of Brittany 
in western France. In the last French Presidential election, she was spokesperson for 
Socialist candidate Benoît Hamon. She then quit the Socialists for the Generation.S 
movement.

Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL SISO , vice president of the European Parliament, entered the 
European Parliament in 2014 with the EPP group, having previously served as president 
of the Committee of the Regions and, from 1995 to 2014, as president of the Spanish 
region of Murcia where he is also local president of the Partido Popular. In his capacity 
as Vice-President of the European Parliament, he is responsible also for the Members’ 
Research Service and Library, relations with National Parliaments including particular 
focus on COSAC and he replaces the European Parliament President in Neighbourhood 
Policy-related issues (South/EUROMED/Middle East). He holds a degree in the History 
of Art from the University of Murcia and began his career as a Professor in History of Art.



Marjory VAN DEN BROEKE is the Head of the Spokesperson’s Unit in the European 
Parliament. Before that, she headed the Press Unit. She came to work at the Parliament 
in the late nineties, after having worked as a journalist in different media in the 
Netherlands, including the Associated Press and the Dutch Radio World Service. 
Marjory studied English literature and linguistics, as well as political sciences. She is 
married and has one daughter.

Juliane VON REPPERT-BISMARCK is the founder of Lie Detectors, an independent 
journalist-led news-literacy campaign raising awareness of disinformation and media 
bias among European schoolchildren and their teachers. She directs Lie Detectors’ 
development and strategy. Ms Von Reppert-Bismark, represents Lie Detectors within the 
European Commission’s High Level Expert Group on Digital Disinformation and Fake News 
and has advised politicians and lawmakers on anti-radicalisation in an age of media 
pluralism. An award-winning journalist, Ms Von Reppert-Bismark previously wrote for 
MLex, he Wall Street Journal, Reuters, Newsweek, Spiegel Online, the Toronto Globe and 
Mail and others, reporting from Europe and the US as well as from sub-Saharan Africa, 
the Middle East and Arctic. She is an alumnus of Columbia University’s Graduate School 
of Journalism in New York.

Maria WESTERMANN is a lawyer of Swedish origin and with a master degree in 
German law, Ms Westermann has experience in working with online dissemination of 
legal documents of the European institutions and bodies, as well as with public 
procurement and contracts. In particular she is knowledgeable about access to 
legislative procedures of the European Institutions and to national legislation 
transposing EU directives. She is Head of Unit of the ‘EUR-Lex and legal information’ 
of the Publications Office of the European Union.


